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In a small way, maybe we can help to 
preserve the best of baseball right here in 
the house that Washington built. After we 
moved in, I pointed out to a great baseball 
fan, the First Lady, that we’ve got a pretty 
good-sized backyard here. [Laughter] And 
maybe with the help of some 
groundskeepers, we can play ball on the 
South Lawn. She agreed, just so long as 
I wasn’t one of the players. [Laughter] So, 
for the next four seasons, we’re going to 
invite kids here from the area to play tee-
ball on the South Lawn of the White 
House. 

And so, my congratulations are to not 
only the new crop of inductees of the Hall 
of Fame—Winfield, Puckett, to the family 
of Hilton Smith, and Bill Mazeroski—but 

congratulations to the Hall of Famers who 
have made the game what it is. It is such 
an honor for us to welcome you here. 
Thank you for coming, and I hope you 
enjoy the lunch as much as I know I’m 
going to. 

God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:46 a.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Major League Base-
ball Commissioner Allan H. ‘‘Bud’’ Selig; en-
tertainer Billy Crystal; sportscaster Bob 
Costas; Jane Forbes Clark, chairman, and 
Dale Petroskey, president, National Baseball 
Hall of Fame and Museum; and Ruth Ryan, 
Nolan Ryan’s wife.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Fernando Henrique Cardoso 
of Brazil and an Exchange With Reporters 
March 30, 2001

President Bush. Thank you all for com-
ing. It’s my honor to welcome our friend 
from Brazil. Mr. President, we are hon-
ored—we’re honored to have you here. 
We’ve got a lot in common. Brazil is a 
vast nation. It’s a democracy. It’s a country 
with a huge economic potential. It’s a Gov-
ernment run by a good man. 

We’ve had a good, frank discussion about 
a lot of subjects. There’s no question in 
my mind that we’ll have good relations over 
the next years. And there’s no question in 
my mind that as we cooperate together, 
the people of both our countries will ben-
efit. 

We’ve discussed a lot of topics, including 
trade. We’ve agreed to work closely to-
gether to see if we can’t come up with 
a way for our nations to continue to inter-
face with each other. This country invests 
a lot of money in Brazil, because Brazil’s 
a safe place to invest money. And we’re 

going to keep it that way, keep our relation-
ship strong. 

So Mr. President, welcome, glad to have 
you here. 

President Cardoso. Thank you very 
much, sir. Let me say that I am very glad 
to be here, be with you. I knew your father. 
Now I’m very glad to see the way you 
are. As I said yesterday, I will put—take 
out my glasses to see your eyes, because 
you said that you would like to see my 
eyes directly. 

President Bush. That’s right. [Laughter] 
President Cardoso. I must say that it was 

a very pleasant conversation about several 
issues. And I do agree with you, sir, on 
the sense that Brazil and the United States 
have to be close and close not just in terms 
of trade but in terms of the hemisphere 
in general, in terms of security, in terms 
of democracy. We have shared values; so 
why not work together? 
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And also because we know our respon-
sibilities across the world. We know that 
the world is uneven, and it’s necessary to 
work—to do a lot of things to offer more 
perspective to the world, to the hemi-
sphere, to Africa and other parts. And the 
United States and Brazil can work together. 
We will work together. 

I also see that you are a very informal 
kind of people, as I am, so I am very glad. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. 
President Cardoso. If you allow me now, 

I speak a little bit in Portuguese because 
there are lots of Brazilians over there. 

[At this point, President Cardoso spoke in 
Portuguese, and a translation was not pro-
vided.] 

President Bush. We’ll have one question 
from the American press, one question 
from the Brazilian press, and then every-
body can go home for the weekend. 

Slobodan Milosevic
Q. Mr. President, there seems to be an 

effort underway in Belgrade to arrest Mr. 
Milosevic. Does the United States support 
this? Will the United States contribute in 
any way to getting it done? What do you 
think should happen to him? 

President Bush. Well, we’ve always said 
that Mr. Milosevic ought to be brought to 
justice. I had a visit with the Secretary of 
State about this very matter. We’re watch-
ing it very carefully. We will cooperate in 
any way that we’re asked to do so. 

Brazil-U.S. Trade 
Q. Mr. President, in terms of trade, have 

you, Mr. President, President Cardoso and 
President Bush, have you been able—do 
you think that you are going to be able 
to bridge the differences between the two 
countries? Are you ready as free traders 
to fight the protectionists in each of your 
respective countries? 

President Bush. Absolutely, we can work 
together. We had a very good discussion 
about trade. The President and I have 

made a decision that we’ll work closely to 
iron out any differences that may exist. Ob-
viously, each of us have got different issues 
that we have to deal with within our own 
borders. I’m mindful of that; so is the 
President. But the thing that’s important 
is the spirit of cooperation. There are no 
differences when it comes to the desire 
to cooperate. I’m confident we’ll have a 
very fruitful relationship. It’s in our Na-
tion’s best interests that we have close rela-
tions with Brazil. 

For those of you who have never heard 
me say this, good relations in our neighbor-
hood is not going to be an afterthought 
for our foreign policy in America. The best 
foreign policy starts with making sure that 
relations in our own hemisphere are very 
positive. And the fact that the President 
would come here to Washington and have 
a fruitful dialog with me is an indication 
that not only are we interested but so is 
the President. For that, I’m very grateful. 

President Cardoso. That’s true. I do 
agree with the President. I believe that—
we have, of course, from time to time, 
some difference. That’s normal between na-
tions. Yesterday the President said, Amer-
ican—to be American first. Well, I would 
say the same, to be Brazil first. That’s nor-
mal. But then let’s see how to cooperate. 

And the point is that regarding trade—
you asked what about trade—our problems 
are going—are being discussed in several 
meetings. We have been making progress 
toward a more free trade. Of course we’re 
going to have to take into account the situa-
tion in Brazil, Brazilians’ interests, and we’ll 
have to see how to solve, eventually, what 
can be a conflict of interest, but very local-
ized interest, very specific interest. We can-
not generalize as if American and Brazil 
will clash. 

No, by being one point to have the dif-
ference. So let’s try to work together to 
solve the difference. That’s the way. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:15 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
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remarks, he referred to former President 
Slobodan Milosevic of the Federal Republic 
of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro). A 

tape was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks.

The President’s Radio Address 
March 31, 2001

Good morning. This week the House of 
Representatives approved my budget plan, 
and next week the Senate will vote on it, 
as well. My budget is shaped by a simple 
commitment: We can address our country’s 
needs and still be responsible with tax-
payers’ money, and we can fund our prior-
ities without expanding Government be-
yond the bounds of responsibility. 

Today I want to give you a little more 
detail about some of my top priorities, the 
education and health and character of 
American children. My budget spends addi-
tional money on these goals and spends 
it in effective, creative ways. 

We place a new national emphasis on 
teaching reading with a Reading First pro-
gram to help all children learn to read by 
the third grade. Reading First will more 
than triple the existing funding for Federal 
reading programs, funding for early inter-
vention and teacher training. 

Another program called Early Reading 
First will put the best reading methods to 
use in preschool and Head Start Programs. 
Again, Early Reading First will triple the 
existing funding for Federal early reading 
programs. 

My budget increases the funding for 
Head Start, while giving it a clear mission: 
to prepare our Nation’s most disadvantaged 
children to learn as soon as they enter 
school. 

My budget cares for children’s health, 
as well as for their minds. In 2002, we’ll 
spend well over $25 billion on health cov-
erage for children under Medicaid and re-
lated programs. We invest more than a bil-
lion dollars, up 12 percent from 2001, in 

research into childhood diseases at the Na-
tional Institutes for Health. We fund 1,200 
new community health centers over the 
next 5 years to bring better care to poor 
children. Thirty percent of the health care 
center patients are under 12 years old. We 
add 94 million to the Women, Infants, and 
Children nutrition program. In 2002, that 
program will aid more than 7 million peo-
ple. The Centers for Disease Control will 
get a $22 million increase for their child-
hood immunization program. 

My budget plan increases Federal spend-
ing on childcare by 350 million, to reach 
a half million additional children. We pro-
vide 200 million extra to provide services 
for children, services that prevent child 
abuse and keep families together. And we 
offer 60 million to help children raised in 
the foster care system with the cost of col-
lege or vocational training. 

The values of our children must be a 
priority of our Nation. So my budget in-
vests in abstinence education and drug 
treatment. We create a new $67 million 
program that will make grants to faith-
based and community organizations who 
mentor the children of parents in prison. 

This is a long list, but I wanted to make 
a point: My budget is active and compas-
sionate. Discretionary spending grows by a 
healthy, responsible 4 percent, enough to 
meet our needs. We fund goals like edu-
cation, health, and defense. We reduce 
debt at a record rate. We set aside a fund 
for future emergencies. We then have 
enough money to provide broad tax relief, 
including relief from the marriage penalty 
and a doubling of the child tax credit. 
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