Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Jan. 29

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting the Blueprint for Immediate
Assistance To Help Medicare Beneficiaries Buy Prescription Drugs

January 29, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Enclosed please find the blueprint for
my program to provide immediate assist-
ance to help certain Medicare beneficiaries
buy prescription drugs. I look forward to
working with the Congress to enact these
principles into law and to working together
on comprehensive Medicare reform.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Bipartisan Congressional Leaders and an

Exchange With Reporters
January 29, 2001

Legislative Agenda

The President. I'm continuing a series of
meetings I'm going to have with Members
of the Congress. I'm very serious about sit-
ting down as often as possible with people
from both parties to have frank discussions
about issues that concern the country. I
believe there is a very good opportunity
for us to exceed expectations. Expectations
are that nothing will get done. I'm con-
fident that the people here in Washington
and Members of the Senate don’t agree
with that.

We're going to talk about education, and
were going to talk about taxes. We'll talk
about the patients’ bill of rights—a variety
of issues that are of concern, and what we
call front burner issues, issues that should
be making it through the Congress soon.

I want to thank the Members for coming.
I'm honored that they would come down
from the Hill to visit the Vice President
and me. Thanks for coming.

Q. I have one question about——

The President. T1l catch you tomorrow.
You missed your chance at the third press
availability. [Laughter]

Q. When are you going to do your first
news conference, Mr. President?

The President. These mini news con-
ferences count. [Laughter]

NoOTE: The President spoke at 5:32 p.m. in
the Cabinet Room at the White House. A
tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.
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