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and T'll do my best to explain to the people
that you were involved.” See, there’s a time
for politics, and there’s a time for policy.
And the way I view it is, once you get
sworn in, that the politics is over. In my
case, it took a little longer. [Laughter]

And now it's time to do the people’s
business, and I believe were making
progress. I want to thank both the Repub-
licans and the Democrats who are joining
in this effort. I hope America’s taking no-
tice. It’s the right thing to do, and it’s the
right way to conduct the people’s business.

I'm honored you let me come by to visit
with you. I'm honored to be your President.

God bless you all.

[At this point, the President was presented
with a T-shirt.]

The President. It will play good in
Crawford, Texas. [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:47 a.m. in
the Regency Ballroom at the Hyatt Regency
Washington on Capitol Hill. In his remarks,
he referred to Diane Everson, president,
Kenneth H. Rhoades, vice president, and
Jerry Tidwell, board member, National
Newspaper Association; and Gov. Jeb Bush
of Florida. S.J. Res. 6, approved March 20,
was assigned Public Law No. 107-5.

Exchange With Reporters on the Expulsion of Russian Diplomats

March 22, 2001

Q. Relations with the Russians in trouble,
headed for trouble?

The President. No, the actions we took
yesterday speak for themselves. I'm con-
fident that we can have good relations with
the Russians. There are some areas where
we can work together. But we made the
right decision yesterday.

Q. Will Moscow expel some United
States diplomats?

The President. 1 have no idea with Mos-
cow is going to do.

Q. Should they—is that appropriate?
When will you meet with any of Rus-
sian

The President. All T can tell you is that
the actions we took yesterday speak for
themselves. It’s the right decision to make,
and having said that, I believe we can have
a working relationship with the Russians.
I intend to have a working relationship with
the Russians. I suspect the first time I'll

have a chance to sit down with Mr. Putin
is when I head overseas to the G-7-plus-
1, but our Government made the right de-
cision yesterday.

Q. Mr. President, what about concerns
that this takes us back to a cold war men-
tality or strategy?

The President. We made the right deci-
sion yesterday. I was presented with the
facts; I made the decision; it was the right
thing to do. And having said that, I believe
that we’ll have a good working relationship
with the Russians. But we did the right
thing yesterday.

NOTE: The exchange began at 11:15 a.m. at
the Hyatt Regency Washington on Capitol
Hill. In his remarks, the President referred
to President Vladimir Putin of Russia. A tape
was not available for verification of the con-
tent of this exchange.
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