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there be a lasting peace, a real, lasting
peace in Northern Ireland.

I also want to say how much I appreciate
the contributions that Irish Americans have
made to the cause of peace. Many of you
are right here in this room, and our Nation
thanks you. By supporting those committed
to a peaceful approach, you're truly giving
something back to your native land.

Today is also about celebrating what Irish
Americans have given to their adopted
land. The White House itself was designed
by an Irish American. This fact about
America’s home is symbolic of the contribu-
tions made by millions of Irish of both
Catholic and Protestant persuasion.

Your industry and talent and imagination
have enriched our commerce and enriched
our culture. The strong record of public
service has fortified our democracy, and the

strong ties to family and faith and commu-
nity have strengthened our Nation’s char-
acter. In short, the Irish are a big reason
why we'll always be proud to call ourselves
a nation of immigrants.

Happy Saint Patrick’s Day.

And now, would you join us, please, for
some refreshments in the State Room.

Welcome to the White House.

NotE: The President spoke at 11:38 a.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Prime Minister
Bertie Ahern of Ireland; Secretary of State
for Northern Ireland John Reid and Prime
Minister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom;
and First Minister David Trimble and Dep-
uty First Minister Seamus Mallon, Northern
Ireland Executive.
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I am pleased to send warm greetings to
those celebrating St. Patrick’s Day. Each
year on March 17, joyous events com-
memorate the remarkable life of Patrick,
the patron saint of Ireland. Born in Britain
many centuries ago, Patrick was captured
as a teenager by pirates and sold into slav-
ery in Ireland. During six years of forced
labor as a herdsman, he looked to his reli-
gious faith for sustenance.

Patrick eventually escaped and returned
to Britain, where he dreamed that he was
being called to serve as a missionary. He
began to study for the priesthood and re-
turned to Ireland, dedicating his life to
preaching Christianity. Patrick endured
hardship and suffering, but his bravery and
devotion to his faith became legendary in
the hearts and minds of the Irish people.

Centuries later, St. Patrick’s Day pays
tribute to an incredible hero and to the
rich cultural heritage of the Emerald Isle.
Countless Americans symbolically proclaim
Irish ancestry by taking part in the festivi-
ties celebrating the stories and traditions
of Ireland. St. Patrick’s Day is also a time
to honor the contributions of Irish Ameri-
cans to our Nation’s history and way of
life, enriching the United States in great
measure.

As we move into the 21st century, Amer-
icans look forward to continued friendship
and goodwill with the people of Ireland.
Laura joins me in sending best wishes for
a wonderful St. Patrick’s Day.

GEORGE W. BusH
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