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As I said in my Inaugural Address, Amer-
ica remains involved in the world, by his-
tory and by choice, shaping a balance of 
power that favors freedom. To achieve this 
goal, we need a foreign policy that serves 
America’s vital interests and speaks for our 
highest ideals, a foreign policy that is clear 
and consistent and confident, true to our 
values and true to our friends. 

To lead this effort at this unique moment 
in history, I picked a unique leader. Many 
times over the past four decades, America 
has called on Colin Powell, and each time 
he has answered the call. When his country 
called him to serve as a foot soldier, Colin 
Powell answered the call. When his country 
needed him to help defeat a tyrant brutal-
izing his neighbors and destabilizing a vital 
region of the world, he answered the call. 
When America needed him to serve the 
high purpose of building the character of 
our young and to promote voluntarism, he 
answered the call. 

Today America calls on Colin Powell 
again. He is a leader who understands that 

America must work closely with our friends 
in times of calm if we want to be able 
to call upon them in times of crisis. He 
understands that our Nation is at its best 
when we project our strength and purpose 
with humility. He understands that if we 
do not set our own agenda, it will be set 
by others, by adversaries abroad or by the 
crisis of the day. 

I know of no better person to be the 
face and voice of American diplomacy than 
Colin Powell. His dignity and integrity will 
add to the strength and authority of Amer-
ica around the world. 

Congratulations, Mr. Secretary. 
[At this point, Secretary Powell made brief 
remarks.] 

The President. Thank you, sir. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:53 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Alma Powell, wife 
of Secretary Powell. The transcript released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary also in-
cluded the remarks of Secretary Powell.

Remarks at a Luncheon With Freshman Members of the House of 
Representatives 
January 26, 2001

Welcome to the people’s house. Here we 
are in week one. I hope you’re as enthused 
about your job as I am about mine. I, first, 
look forward to saying hello to each of you, 
and I know the Vice President does, as 
well. 

We’ve begun a series of policy initiatives. 
First is education. I’ve been meeting with 
mostly the senior Members of the House 
and Senate—although a few freshmen have 
shown up in the meetings—to hear about 
a vision that I think is so important for 
America, and that is, every child get edu-
cated and a way to do so. 

There will be other issues that we’ll be 
talking about—military preparedness, Medi-
care and health care, Social Security re-
form, tax relief—and I look forward to 
working with you all. I come to Washington 
with a positive spirit of the possible, that 
I refuse to let any bitterness that may be 
lingering around inhibit us from rising 
above the expectations of the American 
people. 

The people—some people—take a look 
at the election and say, ‘‘Well, gosh, the 
country is too divided. Nothing will hap-
pen.’’ Our mission is to prove them wrong. 
It’s to not only restore faith in Government 
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by results, positive results for the people, 
but also to restore faith in Government by 
how we behave, by how we conduct the 
people’s business. I know we can do it. 

I’m honored you all are here. Congratu-
lations on your elections. We look forward 
to working with you, and God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:09 p.m. in 
the State Dining Room at the White House. 
A tape was not available for verification of 
the content of these remarks.

Remarks at the Swearing-In Ceremony for Donald H. Rumsfeld as 
Secretary of Defense 
January 26, 2001

It’s a great honor to welcome Secretary 
Rumsfeld and his wife and family here to 
the Oval Office. Thank you all for coming. 

In swearing in Don Rumsfeld, we have 
just sworn in a leader of exceptional 
strength and ability and vision. And I’m 
grateful that he has returned to service to 
our country. 

Don and I have set three clear goals 
to guide American defense policy: 

First, we will strengthen the bond of 
trust between the American people and 
those who wear our Nation’s uniform. We’ll 
give them the tools they need and the re-
spect they deserve. 

Second, we will work to defend our peo-
ple and our allies against growing threats, 
the threats of missiles, information warfare, 
the threats of biological, chemical, and nu-
clear weapons. We will confront the new 
threats of a new century. 

Third, we will begin creating the military 
of the future, one that takes full advantage 
of revolutionary new technologies. We will 
promote the peace by redefining the way 
wars will be fought. 

These are great and exciting objectives, 
and our new Secretary of Defense is 
uniquely qualified to accomplish them. As 
a former Navy pilot, Don Rumsfeld under-
stands that if we ever send our forces into 

harm’s way, we must send them fully pre-
pared and equipped for the dangers they 
face. As a highly successful businessman, 
he understands that we must modernize 
and transform the business of defense, get-
ting the value for our taxpayers’ money. 
He is willing to challenge the status quo 
inside the Pentagon. 

As the head of the National Commission 
on Ballistic Missile Threats, he is the 
among the country’s most informed experts 
on this vital issue. As a former Congress-
man, he understands the need to work 
closely with the Congress. As a former 
White House Chief of Staff, as a former 
Secretary of Defense, he understands what 
it takes to be a leader. 

This is an exceptional history of service, 
and Don Rumsfeld is an exceptional man 
with integrity and honesty as a cornerstone 
of his foundation. 

Mr. Secretary, congratulations. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:23 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Joyce Rumsfeld, wife 
of Secretary Rumsfeld. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary 
also included the remarks of Secretary Rums-
feld.
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