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To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 163 of the Trade
Act of 1974, as amended (19 U.S.C. 2213),
I transmit herewith the 2001 Trade Policy

Agenda and 2000 Annual Report on the
Trade Agreements Program.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
March 6, 2001.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Kim Dae-jung of
South Korea and an Exchange With Reporters

March 7, 2001

President Bush. Everybody in? It's been
my honor to welcome President Kim here
to the Oval Office. We had a very good
discussion. We confirmed the close rela-
tionship between our two countries. We
talked about a lot of subjects, and we'll
be glad to answer questions on some of
those subjects. But first let me say how
much I appreciate this man’s leadership in
terms of reaching out to the North Kore-
ans.

He is leading; he is a leader. He is—
and we've had a very frank discussion about
his vision for peace on the Peninsula. It’s
a goal we share. After all, we've got vested
interests there, and we had a very good
discussion. I made it clear to the President,
we look forward to working toward peace
on the Peninsula, that we’ll consult closely,
that we’ll stay in touch, that I do have
some skepticism about the leader of North
Korea, but that’s not going to preclude us
from trying to achieve the common objec-
tives.

So, Mr. President, welcome. Thank you
for being here.

President Kim. First of all, T would like
to express my deepest gratitude to Presi-
dent Bush for inviting me to visit Wash-
ington and have this meeting with him, de-
spite his very busy schedule, I'm sure, in
these early weeks after inauguration.

I'm delighted to have had this oppor-
tunity to start building friendship and close
cooperative working relationship with Presi-
dent Bush on a variety of issues. I thank
the President for sharing his insight and
wisdom with me concerning the situation
in northeast Asia and the world, in general.
And while discussing things with him, I
could feel that I was sitting next to a leader
who would take the world to greater peace
and prosperity in the 21st century.

President Bush and I covered the whole
variety of issues in ROK-U.S. relations. It
has been a most useful exchange of views.
We have agreed to work together towards
the further strengthening of the ROK-U.S.
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