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to make sure our economy grows, we’ve 
got to have good monetary policy and 
sound fiscal policy, a component of which 
is wise spending, as well as tax relief. 

Efforts at Bipartisanship 
Representative John A. Boehner. Mr. 

President, on behalf of my colleagues—if 
I could just say something. 

On behalf of my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle, I want to thank you for inviting 
us here. All week you’ve spent a great deal 
of time talking about your proposal but, 
more importantly, meeting with Members 
of Congress from both sides of the aisle, 
trying to build consensus for this very seri-
ous proposal. 

And on behalf of all of us, I just want 
to say, thank you. 

The President. Mr. Chairman, thank you. 

Dinner With Catholic Leaders 
Q. Mr. President, you’re meeting tonight 

with the Archbishop; what do you hope 
to accomplish? 

The President. I hope to have a good 
meal. [Laughter] I will tell you something 
about the cardinal-to-be and the other lead-
ers I’ll be meeting with. These are men 
of great faith, huge compassion for the poor 
and the oppressed. I can’t wait to talk to 
them about education reform, because edu-
cation to the cardinal-to-be is a paramount 
concern. He knows what we know: An edu-
cated child is one much more likely to real-
ize the greatness of America. And I’m going 
to discuss that, and I’m there to listen, as 
well. It’s a huge honor to go there, and 
I’m looking forward to it. 

Faith-Based Initiatives 
Q. Mr. President, how do you expect 

to address concerns about separation of 
church and state in dealing with faith-based 
initiatives, both for education and other 
services? 

The President. I’ll have a lot to say about 
that next week. But I will just tell you 
this, that a compassionate society is one 
which recognizes the great power of faith, 
not a particular religion, for the great 
power faith can play in the lives of everyday 
citizens and that we in Government must 
not fear faith-based programs. We must 
welcome faith-based programs. 

This issue was debated, hotly debated in 
the Congress in previous sessions, all based 
upon what’s called charitable choice, which 
is a constitutional provision which recog-
nizes Government will never fund religion. 
But Government should not fear funding 
programs that can change people’s lives, 
nor should Government fear funding—pro-
viding funding for an individual and allow 
that individual to choose a faith-based pro-
gram, so long as there is a secular alter-
native available. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:07 p.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to Archbishop Theo-
dore E. McCarrick of the Archdiocese of 
Washington, who was elevated to cardinal on 
February 21 in a ceremony at the Vatican. 
A tape was not available for verification of 
the content of these remarks.

Remarks at the Swearing-In Ceremony for Colin L. Powell as Secretary of 
State 
January 26, 2001

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
It is a great privilege for all of us to be 
here for the swearing in of our new Sec-

retary of State. It’s also a great privilege 
to be here with Alma, the true strength 
of the Powell family. 
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As I said in my Inaugural Address, Amer-
ica remains involved in the world, by his-
tory and by choice, shaping a balance of 
power that favors freedom. To achieve this 
goal, we need a foreign policy that serves 
America’s vital interests and speaks for our 
highest ideals, a foreign policy that is clear 
and consistent and confident, true to our 
values and true to our friends. 

To lead this effort at this unique moment 
in history, I picked a unique leader. Many 
times over the past four decades, America 
has called on Colin Powell, and each time 
he has answered the call. When his country 
called him to serve as a foot soldier, Colin 
Powell answered the call. When his country 
needed him to help defeat a tyrant brutal-
izing his neighbors and destabilizing a vital 
region of the world, he answered the call. 
When America needed him to serve the 
high purpose of building the character of 
our young and to promote voluntarism, he 
answered the call. 

Today America calls on Colin Powell 
again. He is a leader who understands that 

America must work closely with our friends 
in times of calm if we want to be able 
to call upon them in times of crisis. He 
understands that our Nation is at its best 
when we project our strength and purpose 
with humility. He understands that if we 
do not set our own agenda, it will be set 
by others, by adversaries abroad or by the 
crisis of the day. 

I know of no better person to be the 
face and voice of American diplomacy than 
Colin Powell. His dignity and integrity will 
add to the strength and authority of Amer-
ica around the world. 

Congratulations, Mr. Secretary. 
[At this point, Secretary Powell made brief 
remarks.] 

The President. Thank you, sir. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:53 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Alma Powell, wife 
of Secretary Powell. The transcript released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary also in-
cluded the remarks of Secretary Powell.

Remarks at a Luncheon With Freshman Members of the House of 
Representatives 
January 26, 2001

Welcome to the people’s house. Here we 
are in week one. I hope you’re as enthused 
about your job as I am about mine. I, first, 
look forward to saying hello to each of you, 
and I know the Vice President does, as 
well. 

We’ve begun a series of policy initiatives. 
First is education. I’ve been meeting with 
mostly the senior Members of the House 
and Senate—although a few freshmen have 
shown up in the meetings—to hear about 
a vision that I think is so important for 
America, and that is, every child get edu-
cated and a way to do so. 

There will be other issues that we’ll be 
talking about—military preparedness, Medi-
care and health care, Social Security re-
form, tax relief—and I look forward to 
working with you all. I come to Washington 
with a positive spirit of the possible, that 
I refuse to let any bitterness that may be 
lingering around inhibit us from rising 
above the expectations of the American 
people. 

The people—some people—take a look 
at the election and say, ‘‘Well, gosh, the 
country is too divided. Nothing will hap-
pen.’’ Our mission is to prove them wrong. 
It’s to not only restore faith in Government 
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