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responsive to the children; an education 
system that educates every child; an edu-
cation system that I’m confident can exist; 
one that’s based upon sound, fundamental 
curriculum; one that starts teaching chil-
dren to read early in life; one that focuses 
on systems that do work; one that heralds 
our teachers and makes sure they’ve got 
the necessary tools to teach; but one that 
says every child can learn. In this great 
land called America, no child will be left 
behind. 

It’s an honor to be here. I’m so thrilled 
you all came. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:08 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Secretary of Edu-
cation Roderick R. Paige, who introduced the 
President; former Secretary of Education 
Lamar Alexander; Diana Natalicio, president, 
University of Texas at El Paso; and Charles 
Miller, chairman, Meridian Advisors, Ltd.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting the Education Reform Plan 
January 23, 2001 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Enclosed please find my blueprint for 

nationwide education reform entitled, ‘‘No 
Child Left Behind.’’ I look forward to 
working with the Congress to ensure that 
these principles are turned into acceptable 
legislation that leaves no child behind. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released 
on the White House Web site.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Bipartisan Congressional Leaders and an 
Exchange With Reporters 
January 24, 2001

The President. I’m honored to host the 
leaders of the Senate and the House. I 
want to thank you all for coming. I really, 
really appreciate it. This is the sixth meet-
ing I’ve had with legislators since I’ve been 
sworn in. It is a habit I intend to keep, 
because I understand the best way to ad-
vance an agenda for the country is to work 
together. 

I hope people are now beginning to real-
ize that when I said the executive branch 
is willing to work with the legislative branch 
and do what’s right for the country, it’s 

not hollow words; it’s what I believe we 
need to do. 

Expectations are that we can’t come to-
gether to get things done. Our mission is 
to exceed the expectations. So I want to 
thank you all so much for coming. We’re 
going to have a frank dialog about a lot 
of issues, and I’m going to start by remind-
ing that we know the difference between 
the executive branch and the legislative 
branch, but I do believe the President and 
the Vice President can play a part, a strong 
part, in helping advance an American agen-
da. 
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So thanks for coming. I’d be glad to an-
swer a few questions. 

Attorney-General-Designate John Ashcroft
Q. Sir, I’m wondering about the Ashcroft 

confirmations. There seems to be little 
question that he’s going to be confirmed, 
and yet there’s this one week delay. I’m 
wondering, what do you think Democrats 
are doing? 

The President. I think they’re making 
sure that when they confirm him, all ques-
tions have been answered. 

Efforts at Bipartisanship 
Q. Sir, where is the common ground on 

the issues that really divide the two sides, 
specifically the size of your tax cut and 
on school vouchers? How can you possibly 
reach agreement on those two issues? 

The President. We’ll just have to see. 
That’s part of what a dialog is all about. 
I think that it’s important for me to explain 
my position. It’s important for me to hear 
other’s positions. It’s important for me to 
understand where there’s resistance and 
why. But it all happens with good, honest 
discussion, a frank discussion about posi-
tions. 

I look forward to explain to any Member 
that’s concerned about tax relief and why, 
why I proposed it. And I think the evidence 
is going to become more and more clear 
that the economy is—it’s not as hopeful 
as we’d like, which I hope will strengthen 
my case. 

Q. Mr. President, you talked about frank 
and honest discussions. Are you willing to 
give on either one of those issues, or is 
there a——

The President. Well I’m certainly not 
willing to negotiate with myself. [Laughter] 
Particularly in your column. [Laughter] 

Legislative Agenda on Education 
Q. You talked about bipartisanship, sir, 

but you’ve also issued legislation or legisla-

tive proposals prior to meeting with the 
Democrats to work on negotiations. Does 
that imply that you want them to just take 
your positions and pass them? 

The President. It is in recognition of what 
a Presidential campaign is all about. I don’t 
believe Dick and I would be sitting here 
had we not taken strong positions on key 
issues. And I told the American people if 
I had the honor of being the President, 
I would submit those positions I was cam-
paigning on to the legislative branch, and 
that’s exactly what I’ve done. 

So if you look at the education proposals 
we submitted to the Congress, those are 
based on what I campaigned on. That’s ex-
actly what I told the people I would do, 
and that’s what I’m here to remind the 
Members of the Congress. That’s what I 
am going to do. And I can’t wait to have 
an honest discussion about education, for 
example, the cornerstone of which is strong 
accountability. 

And I’m going to make the case here, 
and I’ll continue to make the case to any-
body who will listen that in order to make 
sure every child is educated—I mean every 
child—we must measure—we must under-
stand whether or not children are learning, 
because the likelihood of poor children 
being shuffled through the system is in-
creased if we don’t measure. 

And I hope we can find people—I hope 
people will listen, because I feel passion-
ately on the subject. 

Q. Sir, would you be—a proposal that 
didn’t include——

The President. John [John Roberts, CBS 
News], it’s a pleasure. One question per 
session. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:25 a.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. A 
tape was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks.
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