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Security, the money aimed for Social Secu-
rity goes only to Social Security; that we
pay down debt and it will be the largest
repayment of debt ever; that we've got
money for contingencies in the budget; and
that there is still money left over for the
tax relief plan.

The problem we have oftentimes in
America is that people will be asked the
question, “Do you want tax relief, or do
you want somebody not to get their Medi-
care check?” I'm going to be making the
case that with the right leadership, the right
priorities, and the right focus, that we will
fund important programs and have money
left over for tax relief.

And it’s important—it’s important for the
American people to get some of their own
money back. One, it will help the economy.
Secondly, it will help the American tax-
payers pay off their own personal debt.

One of the issues we have, Mr. Presi-
dent, in the United States is high energy
bills. The cost of energy is going up be-
cause we haven't had enough exploration
relative to demand. And this cash that peo-
ple will get back through tax relief will
help the American families manage their

budgets.

I really am looking forward to giving this
speech. T hope youre looking forward to
listening to it.

Q. [Inaudible]—most important speech
so far, sir?

President Bush. Every one of them are
important.

Andean Trade Preference Act Renewal

Q. [Inaudible]

President Bush. For trade? Absolutely.
It's a very important treaty. She is asking
about the free trade treaty of the Andean
nations. Yes, sir—yes, ma’am, I'll be push-
ing it. I'm a free trader.

Q. [Inaudible]—to help the economy?

President Bush. Through trade, abso-
lutely. And the President made a very
strong case for broadening the trade agree-
ment. I will bring up the matter with Am-
bassador Zoellick, who is my trade nego-
tiator.

Adios.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to President Vicente
Fox of Mexico. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With

Respect to Cuba
February 27, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. In accordance with

this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication,
which states that the emergency declared
with respect to the Government of Cuba’s
destruction of two unarmed U.S.-registered
civilian aircraft in international airspace
north of Cuba on February 24, 1996, is
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to continue in effect beyond March 1,
2001.

GEORGE W. Busu
The White House,

February 27, 2001.

NoOTE: The notice of February 27 is listed
in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Address Before a Joint Session of the Congress on Administration Goals

February 27, 2001

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President, Mem-
bers of Congress: It's a great privilege to
be here to outline a new budget and a
new approach for governing our great
country. I thank you for your invitation to
speak here tonight. I know Congress had
to formally invite me, and it could have
been a close vote. [Laughter] So, Mr. Vice
President, I appreciate you being here to
break the tie. [Laughter]

I want to thank so many of you who
have accepted my invitation to come to the
White House to discuss important issues.
We're off to a good start. I will continue
to meet with you and ask for your input.
You have been kind and candid, and I
thank you for making a new President feel
welcome.

The last time I visited the Capitol, I
came to take an oath on the steps of this
building. I pledged to honor our Constitu-
tion and laws, and I asked you to join me
in setting a tone of civility and respect in
Washington. I hope America is noticing the
difference, because we’re making progress.
Together, we are changing the tone in the
Nation’s Capital. And this spirit of respect
and cooperation is vital because, in the end,
we will be judged not only by what we
say or how we say it, we will be judged
by what we're able to accomplish.

America today is a nation with great chal-
lenges but greater resources. An artist using
statistics as a brush could paint two very
different pictures of our country. One
would have warning signs: increasing lay-
offs, rising energy prices, too many failing

140

schools, persistent poverty, the stubborn
vestiges of racism. Another picture would
be full of blessings: a balanced budget, big
surpluses, a military that is second to none,
a country at peace with its neighbors, tech-
nology that is revolutionizing the world, and
our greatest strength, concerned citizens
who care for our country and care for each
other.

Neither picture is complete in and of
itself. And tonight I challenge and invite
Congress to work with me to use the re-
sources of one picture to repaint the other,
to direct the advantages of our time to
solve the problems of our people. Some
of these resources will come from Govern-
ment—some, but not all.

Year after year in Washington, budget
debates seem to come down to an old, tired
argument: on one side, those who want
more Government, regardless of the cost;
on the other, those who want less Govern-
ment, regardless of the need. We should
leave those arguments to the last century
and chart a different course.

Government has a role, and an important
role. Yet, too much Government crowds
out initiative and hard work, private charity
and the private economy. Our new gov-
erning vision says Government should be
active but limited, engaged but not over-
bearing.

And my budget is based on that philos-
ophy. It is reasonable, and it is responsible.
It meets our obligations and funds our
growing needs. We increase spending next
year for Social Security and Medicare and
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