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WMD-armed adversaries in regions of vital
interest. We need to obstruct and deter
these new threats with a strategy that en-
compasses both offensive and defensive sys-
tems, continues nuclear arms reductions
where possible, and strengthens WMD and
missile proliferation controls and counter-
proliferation measures.

We reaffirm our determination to oppose
the development or use of WMD and bal-
listic missiles by Saddam Hussein and the
threat his regime poses to its neighbors,
while seeking to protect the Iraqi people
from the brutality of Saddam Hussein and
his indifference to their humanitarian
needs. We call on Iraq to comply with rel-
evant UN Security Council Resolutions.

In the wake of the verdict issued by the
Scottish High Court at Camp Zeist on Jan-
uary 31, we reiterate our condolences to
the families of the victims of Pan Am flight
103, and call on the Libyan government
to comply with the requirements of rel-
evant UN Security Council resolutions.

The President pledges the continuing
support of the United States for the North-
ern Ireland peace process. The Prime Min-
ister welcomes that support.

We are both committed to taking advan-
tage of the new possibilities for democratic
development and free markets in Africa in
order to address the problems of insecurity
and poverty on the continent. We support
the idea of a new partnership with Africa
to address, in a systematic way, conflict and

The President’s Radio Address
February 24, 2001

Good morning. This coming week I will
be making the trip up Pennsylvania Avenue
to address a joint session of Congress. We
have some business to attend to called the
budget of the United States.

The Federal budget is a document about
the size of a big city phone book and about

disease—especially HIV/AIDS—and to pro-
mote economic growth and good govern-
ance. It is in all of our interests to create
a more stable and peaceful world and to
make available the benefits of globalization
to all peoples.

We recognize the depth of our nations’
economic connection and the United King-
dom acknowledges the importance to Euro-
pean economies of measures designed to
sustain economic growth in the United
States. We commit to work together and
with other European states to deepen
Transatlantic economic relations and to
seek solutions to trade disputes. To main-
tain support for the WTO, we recognize
that it is important that we work for solu-
tions to trade disputes which are in accord-
ance with its rulings. We reaffirm our com-
mitment to the multilateral trading system
and strongly support the launch of a new
Round of global trade negotiations this
year. It is our goal to open markets, both
regionally and globally. We agree to inten-
sify our efforts to liberalize fully our bilat-
eral civil aviation relationship. We reaffirm
our commitment to increased cooperation
in the sphere of Transatlantic defense trade
and the removal of unnecessary govern-
mental barriers and impediments to such
trade.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

as hard to read from cover to cover. The
blueprint I submit this week contains many
numbers, but there is one that probably
counts more than any other: $5.6 trillion.
That is the surplus the Federal Govern-
ment expects to collect over the next 10
years, money left over after we have met
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our obligations to Social Security, Medicare,
health care, education, defense, and other
priorities.

The plan I submit will fund our highest
national priorities. Education gets the big-
gest percentage increase of any Department
in our Federal Government. We won't just
spend more money on schools and edu-
cation; we will spend it responsibly. We’ll
give States more freedom to decide what
works. And as we give more to our schools,
we're going to expect more in return by
requiring States and local jurisdictions to
test every year. How else can we know
whether schools are teaching and children
are learning?

Social Security and Medicare will get
every dollar they need to meet their com-
mitments. And every dollar of Social Secu-
rity and Medicare tax revenue will be re-
served for Social Security and Medicare.

My budget blueprint will restrain spend-
ing, yet meet growing needs with a reason-
able 4 percent growth rate, which is a little
more than inflation. After paying the bills,
my plan reduces the national debt, and
fast—so fast, in fact, that economists worry
that we're going to run out of debt to re-
tire. That would be a good worry to have.

Finally, along with funding our priorities
and paying down debt, my plan returns
about one out of every four dollars of the

surplus to the American taxpayers, who cre-
ated the surplus in the first place. A surplus
in tax revenue, after all, means that tax-
payers have been overcharged. And usually
when you've been overcharged, you expect
to get something back.

Tax relief means real help for both
American families and the American econ-
omy. Everybody who pays income taxes will
receive a tax cut. Nobody will be targeted
in, and nobody will be targeted out. The
typical family will get about $1,600 in tax
relief, and that's real money. And that’s
money that will help American families
manage their own accounts, manage your
own balance sheets.

My address to Congress comes on Tues-
day night at 9 o’clock eastern time. I hope
youll tune in and consider what I have
to say. I hope you'll agree that my plan
is good for you and for your family. But
even more, I hope youlll agree it’s good
for America.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 9:30 a.m.
on February 23 in the Cabinet Room at the
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
February 24. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
February 23 but was embargoed for release
until the broadcast.

Remarks at the National Governors” Association Conference

February 26, 2001

It's good to see you all again. I hope
everybody had as fun a time last night as
Laura and I did. It was—1I really enjoyed
it, and thanks for coming.

When the history of this administration
is written, it will be said the Nation’s Gov-
ernors had a faithful friend in the White
House. I've sat where youre sitting, and
I know what it’s like to have a good idea
and then to wait on the Federal Govern-
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ment to tell you whether you can try it
or not.

So let me make this pledge to you all:
I'm going to make respect for federalism
a priority in this administration. Respect for
federalism begins with an understanding of
its philosophy. The Framers of the Con-
stitution did not believe in an all-knowing,
all-powerful Federal Government. They be-
lieved that our freedom is best preserved



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T11:23:24-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




