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had the biggest percentage increase in their in-
come.

If you look at all that good and all those
storm clouds, we’ve got to work out a new
agreement with other wealthy countries about
how we’re going to continue to expand trade
and how it’s going to work in a way that lifts
the lives of people everywhere. And if we don’t,
then you’re going to see a lot of these countries’
democracies themselves under stress.

How are we going to do it in a way that
helps everybody? And when a country has a
noneconomic problem and they’re a big trading
partner of ours, what are we supposed to do
about it? That’s another thing this Congress did
for which I’m very grateful, the Plan Colombia
program. You know, it may or may not work,
but if we lose the oldest democracy in South
America because the narcotraffickers and the
guerrillas have teamed up, that’s not a good
omen for the 21st century.

These are big questions. You want somebody,
to go back to Max’s term, who doesn’t have
to look at his note cards. This guy thinks about
these kinds of things all the time, and he under-
stands how these big sort of trade issues affect
people in Montana. He understands why it’s im-
portant to have sustainable economies in other
parts of the world so they can buy the products
that people in his State want to sell. And he
can connect it all to what he’s trying to do
to help empower people at the grassroots level
to make a decent living, get a good education,
and hook into the technology of the 21st cen-
tury.

We need people like this in the Senate. We
need people who read things and think about
things. I tell people all the time, the main rea-
son I’m for campaign finance reform is so peo-

ple like Max and Harry and Mary and Maria
and Tom won’t have to spend quite so much
time at fundraisers like this, because if you’re
from a little State and it costs you a lot of
money to run, by the time you run all over
the country—especially if you’re on a crowded
airplane—you’re too tired to read a book or
call the guy that wrote an article that struck
you as interesting or meet with a bunch of peo-
ple who have got a new idea.

That’s why Max Baucus—and from my honest
opinion now—this is all the Montana-specific
issues—but when I think about America, to have
somebody like him in the most important posi-
tion our party can have on the Senate Finance
Committee, who has read and thought about
these issues and tried to make some sense out
of them and who thinks about how the big
things translate into the practical daily lives of
ordinary citizens, that’s a big deal for a democ-
racy. And the more complicated the world gets
and the more we’ll have to process all this infor-
mation and make decisions in a hurry without
knowing everything, the more you’re going to
need people like Max Baucus in positions of
responsibility.

So I thank you for helping him today, and
I hope you’ll help him all the way through to
the election next year.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1 p.m. at the Cau-
cus Room Restaurant. In his remarks, he referred
to Dr. J. Philip Wogaman, senior minister, Found-
ry United Methodist Church; Democratic fund-
raiser Terence McAuliffe; former Reform Party
Presidential candidate Ross Perot; and Prime
Minister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom.
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Women
January 10, 2001

You know, Dorothy, Hillary and I have had
a statue of Mary McLeod Bethune in our Resi-
dence at the White House almost the whole
8 years we’ve been there. I admire her, as does
my wife, so greatly, and I will treasure this.
I can’t think of anything I’d rather have. I’ll

put it in the Oval Office, and I’ve got a bust
of Martin Luther King there, so there’ll be two
African-American busts in the Oval Office—not
for a long time, but they’ll be there for while
I’m there.
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I want to thank—somebody told me yesterday
I could promise anybody anything because I
couldn’t do that much harm in 9 days, so I
guess you don’t—I want to thank Bill
McSweeney and Frank Fountain and all the oth-
ers who have sponsored this event today. I want
to thank Secretary Slater and Secretary Herman
for coming with me and for their service, and
our Representative, Eleanor Holmes Norton. I
was thinking it’s been over 8 years now since
we jogged down Pennsylvania Avenue together
in the rain. Do you remember that? Well, when
I fell, you picked me up, so we’re even now.

I’d like to thank Representative Sheila Jackson
Lee, and Donald Payne from New Jersey, and
our neighbor, Elijah Cummings, thank you for
being here. I’ve actually known Dorothy Height
for several years. Before I became President
I knew her, thanks to my wife. They were on
the board of the Children’s Defense Fund 25
years ago, when I was still a child. [Laughter]

And I was just looking at her speak today,
how she was just up here speaking, and how
fluid and eloquent she was, and I thought, she
has more energy at 88 than most people have
at 22.

I wanted to come here to help you with your
Dorothy Height’s legacy initiative, to pay off the
mortgage of this magnificent old building. It’s
an extra added treat to see the chair where
Mr. Lincoln posed for Mathew Brady. I love
those old photographs. And I have two myself,
Dorothy, that I’ve collected over the years—
two that Abraham Lincoln sat for in 1861 and
1862, as well as a copy from the original plate
of the photograph he took in June of 1860,
2 weeks before he became the nominee of the
Republican Party for President.

So I’m honored to be here with that memory
and that legacy, but mostly with your legacy.
And I think you belong in this building, and
you belong midway between the Capitol and
the White House, so you can keep an eye on
both parties. [Laughter]

You know, Dorothy said that the National
Council of Negro Women has been in business
since 1935. You just think about what America
was like in 1935 and think about all the hills
we’ve climbed since then. And as generous as
you were to me, frankly, all I did was what
was self-evident and what I believed in my
heart. What you have had to do was to change

the laws and the heart of America, and you
did it in a magnificent fashion, and I thank
you.

You mentioned our efforts to build one Amer-
ica. Ben Johnson has done a great job heading
our one America effort in our offices there. I
hope that in the future this will be a nonpartisan
effort, because America is growing so much
more racially and ethnically and religiously di-
verse.

I was in a grade school in Chicago yesterday,
where half the kids were Asian, 18 percent were
African-American, 17.5 percent were Hispanic,
the rest were white ethnic, mostly Croatian. And
that’s where we’re going, folks, and it’s going
to be a great ride if we get it right. But what-
ever is still there we need to give up, we’re
going to have to shed it, because we don’t have
a lot of time to waste now.

And I think that if you look all over the world,
all the trouble spots of the world, most countries
and most people get in trouble when they try
to organize folks around hatred or disdain or
disregard for people or groups who are different
from them. They either look different than they
do, they worship God in a different way, or
they’re just different. And it’s hard to get to
the point in life where you can have an honest
disagreement with somebody and still acknowl-
edge that their humanity is just as valid as yours
and that life’s a lot more interesting because
they’re not just like you are.

If everybody were just like us, then life
wouldn’t be nearly as interesting as it is. Some-
times, life in America is a little too interesting
to suit me, but—[laughter]—but still, it’s good.
You know, it keeps us flourishing, and it keeps
the country forever young.

I honestly believe that Dorothy is so young
after all these years of effort because she has
given herself to a larger and higher cause. If
you get up every day and do good, it eventually
will show on your face; it will be heard in your
voice. It just is unavoidable. And her beauty
and youth is a testament to the timelessness
of her cause. And I’m just glad to be one of
her foot soldiers here today.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:48 p.m. in the
lobby of the National Council of Negro Women
Headquarters Building.
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