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Statement on Reforms in the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization
January 16, 2001

I welcome the significant reforms in the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization (UNESCO) over the past sev-
eral years, beginning with the distinguished ten-
ure of Federico Mayor of Spain. Mr. Mayor
helped to revitalize and refocus the organization
on its core missions of promoting education for
all, preserving our cultural heritage, and uphold-
ing freedom of the press. I also welcome the
continued emphasis on these issues under
UNESCO’s current Director-General, Koı̈chiro
Matsuura, who has also taken significant steps
to reform the organization.

For several years, we have indicated our will-
ingness to consider rejoining UNESCO subject
to reform efforts and the availability of funding.
UNESCO’s substantial progress on reform and

the U.N. General Assembly’s agreement on
modification of assessments present the United
States with a new opportunity to move forward
on this issue.

Our participation in UNESCO would
strengthen the organization’s ability to deal with
such issues as the digital divide, education for
all, and international cooperation on scientific
issues. It would also better enable us to ensure
that the organization sustains the progress made
in recent years.

For all of these reasons, I would encourage
the incoming administration to include a request
to fund UNESCO in its FY 2002 budget and
thereby pave the way for reentry into this im-
portant organization.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Review of Title III of the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996
January 16, 2001

Dear lllll:
Pursuant to subsection 306(c)(2) of the Cuban

Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD)
Act of 1996 (Public Law 104–114), (the ‘‘Act’’),
I hereby determine and report to the Congress
that suspension for 6 months beyond February
1, 2001, of the right to bring an action under
title III of the Act is necessary to the national
interests of the United States and will expedite
a transition to democracy in Cuba.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Joseph R.
Biden, Jr., chairman, and Jesse Helms, ranking
member, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; Robert C. Byrd, chairman, and Ted Stevens,
ranking member, Senate Committee on Appro-
priations; Henry J. Hyde, chairman, and Tom
Lantos, ranking member, House Committee on
International Relations; and C.W. Bill Young,
chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking member,
House Committee on Appropriations. This letter
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on January 17.

Statement on Review of Title III of the Cuban Liberty and Democratic
Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996
January 17, 2001

I am notifying the Congress that I have de-
cided to suspend for an additional 6 months

implementation of provisions of Title III of the
Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity Act,
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which allow legal actions to be brought against
firms trafficking in confiscated properties in
Cuba. I believe this action will enhance efforts
by the United States to strengthen international
cooperation aimed at promoting peaceful demo-
cratic change in Cuba.

For the past 5 years, the United States has
pursued a strategy, coordinated by the
Department of State, to increase international
pressure on the Cuban Government to respect
human rights and to begin political and eco-
nomic reforms. Our friends and allies have
joined us by taking concrete actions to try to
hasten the day when Cuba will join the commu-
nity of democratic nations. Encouraged by the
results of our efforts to elicit the aid of our
friends, I said in January 1997 that I expected
to continue suspending this provision of Title
III so long as our partners’ stepped up pro-
democracy efforts continued.

Over the past 6 months, the international
community has continued to send a clear mes-
sage to the Cuban Government on the need
for greater respect for human rights and demo-
cratic reforms. For the second consecutive year,
the Cuban Government experienced diplomatic
isolation at the Ibero-American Summit, as other
heads of state criticized Cuba’s undemocratic
government and abysmal human rights record.
In the same vein, the Government of Canada
has made clear that Cuba will not be invited
to the 2001 Summit of the Americas, as the
summit is for democratic nations only. The
Cuban Government is hearing a consistent, firm
message that it is time for peaceful, democratic
change in Cuba.

I encourage our friends and allies to continue
taking effective steps to promote democracy and
human rights in Cuba.

Remarks on the Designation of New National Monuments
January 17, 2001

Thank you very much, and good morning.
I want to welcome you all here, but especially
I would like to acknowledge Secretary Mineta;
Senator Conrad Burns of Montana; all the de-
scendants of Lewis and Clark; representatives
of Sacagawea and York; Stephen Ambrose, from
whom you will hear in a moment. And I also
want to recognize my friends Ken Burns and
Dayton Duncan, who did such a wonderful job
on the Lewis and Clark film; and members of
the Millennium Council who have supported
this project with the Lewis and Clark Bicenten-
nial and Trails groups. I thank you all for com-
ing here.

And I would like to especially acknowledge
and thank our administration’s environmental
team, including Secretary Babbitt; EPA Admin-
istrator Carol Browner, who is here; Chief of
Staff John Podesta; George Frampton, the head
of the Council for Environmental Quality; and
Bob Stanton, who has led our Park Service so
ably. Thank you all for your good work.

I am especially grateful to these people today,
obviously, but every day because, thanks to their
work, our air and water are cleaner; our food
is safer; we’ve cleaned up twice as many toxic

waste sites in these 8 years as in the previous
12. We’ve protected more land in the lower
48 States than any administration since that of
Theodore Roosevelt, and have supported re-
search, development, and deployment of energy
conservation, technologies, and clean energy
sources, demonstrating, I believe convincingly,
that we can have environmental protection and
economic growth hand in hand.

We believe that our future and our land, air,
and water are one; that we must preserve not
only our historical treasures but our natural
treasures, as well.

Today’s ceremony is the last I will host as
President here in the historic East Room, where
First Lady Abigail Adams hung up the laundry
to dry—[laughter]—where Union soldiers lived
during the early days of the Civil War, and
where a young idealist named Meriwether
Lewis, summoned by President Jefferson to
serve as his secretary, first unpacked his trav-
eler’s trunk and set up quarters in 1801.

The room looked quite different back then—
no chandeliers, no parquet floors, no silk drapes,
just the rough siding of walls awaiting plaster,
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