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Statement on Reforms in the United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization
January 16, 2001

I welcome the significant reforms in the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization (UNESCO) over the past sev-
eral years, beginning with the distinguished ten-
ure of Federico Mayor of Spain. Mr. Mayor
helped to revitalize and refocus the organization
on its core missions of promoting education for
all, preserving our cultural heritage, and uphold-
ing freedom of the press. I also welcome the
continued emphasis on these issues under
UNESCO’s current Director-General, Koichiro
Matsuura, who has also taken significant steps
to reform the organization.

For several years, we have indicated our will-
ingness to consider rejoining UNESCO subject
to reform efforts and the availability of funding.
UNESCO’s substantial progress on reform and

the U.N. General Assembly’s agreement on
modification of assessments present the United
States with a new opportunity to move forward
on this issue.

Our participation in  UNESCO  would
strengthen the organization’s ability to deal with
such issues as the digital divide, education for
all, and international cooperation on scientific
issues. It would also better enable us to ensure
that the organization sustains the progress made
in recent years.

For all of these reasons, I would encourage
the incoming administration to include a request
to fund UNESCO in its FY 2002 budget and
thereby pave the way for reentry into this im-
portant organization.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Review of Title III of the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996

January 16, 2001

Dear :

Pursuant to subsection 306(c)(2) of the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD)
Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-114), (the “Act”),
I hereby determine and report to the Congress
that suspension for 6 months beyond February
1, 2001, of the right to bring an action under
title IIT of the Act is necessary to the national
interests of the United States and will expedite
a transition to democracy in Cuba.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

NotE: Identical letters were sent to Joseph R.
Biden, Jr., chairman, and Jesse Helms, ranking
member, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; Robert C. Byrd, chairman, and Ted Stevens,
rankl'ng member, Senate Committee on Appro-
priations; Henry J. Hyde, chairman, and Tom
Lantos, ranking member, House Committee on
International Relations; and C.W. Bill Young,
chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking member,
House Commiittee on Appropriations. This letter
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on January 17.

Statement on Review of Title III of the Cuban Liberty and Democratic

Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996
January 17, 2001

I am notifying the Congress that I have de-
cided to suspend for an additional 6 months

implementation of provisions of Title III of the
Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity Act,
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