
2778

Dec. 22 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

Message on the Observance of Christmas, 2000
December 22, 2000

Warm greetings to everyone celebrating
Christmas.

At this joyous season each year, we savor our
treasured Christmas traditions: a favorite orna-
ment placed carefully on the tree, candles in
the windows, a wreath on the door, family and
friends gathered to exchange not only material
gifts, but also the gifts of love and laughter.
But amidst all these traditions, we remember
that the true message of Christmas is in the
Child whose birth we celebrate—the living proof
of God’s mercy and unending love. Christ’s mes-
sage of renewal and reconciliation is as fresh
and powerful today as it was on that first Christ-
mas two thousand years ago.

For Americans of many faiths, this is a season
of renewal—of light shining through the dark-

ness, of despair transformed to hope. This year,
Christmas is celebrated during the same week
as Jews celebrate Hanukkah and Muslims cele-
brate the Eid Al-Fitr—a powerful and moving
reminder that followers of the three Abrahamic
faiths share fundamental values: a reverence for
our Creator, a belief in human dignity, and a
conviction that we must love our neighbors as
ourselves. By building on these shared values,
we can create a future where all God’s children
live together in peace and understanding.

As Hillary, Chelsea, and I enjoy our last
Christmas in the White House, we extend best
wishes to all for a wonderful celebration and
for peace and happiness in the years to come.

BILL CLINTON

Message on the Observance of Kwanzaa, 2000
December 22, 2000

Warm greetings to everyone celebrating
Kwanzaa.

One of the best ways we can shape the future
is to preserve what we value of our past. The
celebration of Kwanzaa is a wonderful example
of this endeavor. With its focus on the values
that have sustained African Americans through
the centuries—unity, self-determination, collec-
tive work and responsibility, cooperative eco-
nomics, purpose, creativity, and faith—Kwanzaa
also emphasizes the importance of strong fami-
lies and communities to our success as a nation
in the years to come.

African Americans have a proud history and
a rich heritage. During this holiday season, as

Americans of many different back-grounds re-
member and rejoice in their cultural and reli-
gious traditions, let us all give thanks for the
diversity that is among America’s greatest
strengths, and let us unite around the shared
dreams and values that bind us together as one
nation.

Hillary joins me in sending best wishes to
all for a memorable Kwanzaa and for peace
and happiness in the years to come.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

The President’s Radio Address
December 23, 2000

Good morning. This weekend we not only
celebrate the first Christmas of the new millen-
nium; we also celebrate an America blessed with

the gift of unprecedented prosperity and
progress.
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