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of this grant program. The Department of Jus-
tice advises me, however, that because the pro-
gram is not administered by the executive
branch, it is unconstitutional. I urge the Con-
gress to enact new legislation reassigning the
Center to an executive branch agency.

Several provisions of the Act also raise con-
cerns under the Recommendations Clause.
These provisions purport to require a Cabinet
Secretary or other Administration official to
make recommendations to Congress on changes
in law. To the extent that those provisions would
require Administration officials to provide Con-
gress with policy recommendations or draft leg-
islation, I direct these officials to treat any such
requirements as precatory.

In addition, I hereby designate the following
amounts as emergency requirements for the De-

partment of Defense, pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A) of the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control act of 1985, as amended:
$100,000,000 provided to the Overseas Contin-
gency Operations Transfer account and
$150,000,000 provided to the Operations and
Maintenance, Navy account in H.R. 5666, as
enacted by H.R. 4577.

WILLIAM |. CLINTON

The White House,
December 21, 2000.

Note: H.R. 4577, approved December 21, was
assigned Public Law No. 106-554. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on December 22.

Message on the Observance of Eid Al-Fitr, 2000

December 22, 2000

On behalf of the American people, it is my
honor to congratulate Muslims around the world
on the occasion of the Eid Al-Fitr.

Whether native-born or immigrants from Afri-
ca, the Middle East, Asia, or Europe, Muslims
now represent an increasingly important element
in the tapestry of American society. Because of
the growth of Islam in our country, American
citizens of all faiths are coming to appreciate
the significance of Ramadan as Muslims fast,
pray, and rededicate themselves to the teachings
of the Quran.

United in faith, America’s Muslims are also
united in their commitment to building a society
rich in diversity and grounded in mutual respect.
I believe America is made stronger by the core
values of Islam—commitment to family, compas-
sion for the disadvantaged, and respect for dif-
ference.

There is special significance this year as the
three Abrahamic faiths all celebrate holidays in
the span of the same week. As Jews celebrate
Hanukkah, Christians celebrate Christmas, and
now Muslims celebrate Eid Al-Fitr. The Qur’an,
the Bible, and the Torah all call on believers
to love one’s neighbors and to welcome strang-
ers. The Quran tells us that we are all People
of the Book and that we share a common hu-
manity and dignity.

As the appearance of the new moon brings
to a close this holy month, we all pray that
it will usher in a year of reconciliation and
peace. The First Lady and I wish all Muslims
a blessed celebration of the Eid Al-Fitr and
peace, health, and prosperity in the years ahead.

Eid mubarak.

BiLL CLINTON
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