
2755

Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 / Dec. 21

declared in Executive Order 13088 on June 9,
1998.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Remarks at the Arts and Humanities Awards Dinner
December 20, 2000

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. I will be
brief. I said what I had to say this afternoon.
I loved it. I hope all of you did. I can hardly
believe this is the eighth and last event like
this that I will have a chance to preside over.
But I want all of you to know, it has been
a great honor.

And one of the things that I have prized
most about being President is the opportunity
to highlight the good that others do—many
times famous and powerful people, many times
people who would otherwise have been com-
pletely unknown. But I have a special feeling
about the arts and humanities because in poli-
tics, we are always concerned with the moment
and trying to win the moment for the American
people. But in the end, those things that are
timeless matter more. And that is what all of
you have given us.

I want to thank those who sponsored these
events today and made them possible. I want
to thank the National Endowment for the Arts
and the National Endowment for the Human-
ities, Bill Ferris and Bill Ivey and all those who
work with them. Since we’re celebrating the arts

tonight, I want to thank the magnificent musi-
cians of the United States Marine Corps, who
have made my life so wonderful these last 8
years, and Maestro Slatkin and our hometown
symphony here, who will be playing later. And
my friend Thomas Hampson—thank you all very
much.

I would like to ask all of you just to begin
this evening by joining me in a toast to our
honorees. They are an amazing assemblage of
creative people, each unique, sharing the com-
mon fact that they have given us more than
we ever could have imagined. Please join me
in a toast to the 2000 honorees to the National
Medal of the Arts and the National Medal of
the Humanities.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:18 p.m. in a pavil-
ion on the South Lawn at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to Leonard Slatkin, music
director, National Symphony Orchestra; and bari-
tone Thomas Hampson. The transcript released
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of the First Lady.

Interview With Ellis Rubinstein of Science Magazine
December 6, 2000

Government and Science

Mr. Rubinstein. Our thinking is, you’re fin-
ishing your second term at the millennium.
We’re in a new millennium, so you have a lot
to look back on that would be interesting. We
know you’re a visionary, so we’re interested in
what you think about the future. I thought that
we would start with a couple of philosophical
things before getting into the practical things,

because I think it would be interesting for our
folks to hear you address the following issue.

Some of us would make the case that science
is becoming such a core part of our individual
human lives that something is actually trans-
formed from the way it was some decades ago.
That is to say, you almost can’t turn around
without needing to have information about
science. I don’t know if that’s something that
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