
2727

Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 / Dec. 18

exclusively through peaceful, democratic dia-
logue, and to show full respect for international
obligations including cooperation with the Inter-
national Criminal Tribunal for Yugoslavia.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on Releasing Funds From the Low Income Home Energy
Assistance Program
December 18, 2000

Today I am directing my administration to
release $156 million to help low-income house-
holds throughout the Nation cope with substan-
tial increases in home heating fuel costs. The
significant and sustained rise in energy costs has
posed a special burden on low-income families,
in many cases forcing them to choose between

food and other essentials or a bare minimum
of heat in these winter months. Releasing these
heating funds today will ease the burden on
the Nation’s low-income families by helping
cover their higher home heating costs in the
cold weeks and months to come.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Deployment of United
States Military Personnel as Part of the Kosovo International Security
Force
December 18, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In my report to the Congress of June 16,

2000, I provided information on the deployment
of combat-equipped U.S. military personnel as
the U.S. contribution to the NATO-led inter-
national security force in Kosovo (KFOR) and
to other countries in the region in support of
that force. I am providing this supplemental re-
port, consistent with the War Powers Resolution,
to help ensure that the Congress is kept fully
informed on continued U.S. contributions in
support of peacekeeping efforts in Kosovo.

As noted in my previous report, the U.N.
Security Council authorized member states to
establish KFOR in U.N. Security Council Reso-
lution 1244 of June 10, 1999. The mission of
KFOR is to provide a military presence in order
to deter renewed hostilities; verify and, if nec-
essary, enforce the terms of the Military Tech-
nical Agreement between NATO and the Fed-
eral Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY); enforce the
terms of the understanding with the former
Kosovo Liberation Army to demilitarize and re-
integrate itself into civil society; provide oper-

ational direction to the Kosovo Protection Corps;
and maintain a safe and secure environment to
facilitate the work of the U.N. Interim Adminis-
tration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK).

Currently, the U.S. contribution to KFOR in
Kosovo is approximately 5,600 U.S. military per-
sonnel. An additional 500 U.S. military per-
sonnel are deployed as the National Support
Element in Macedonia with an occasional pres-
ence in Albania and Greece. In the last 6
months, all 19 NATO nations and 20 others,
including Russia, have provided military per-
sonnel and other support personnel to KFOR
in Kosovo and the surrounding countries.

In Kosovo, the U.S. forces are assigned to
a sector principally centered around Gnjilane
in the eastern portion of Kosovo. For U.S.
KFOR forces, as for KFOR generally, maintain-
ing a safe and secure environment remains the
primary military task. United States forces con-
duct security patrols in urban areas and in the
countryside throughout their sector. Approxi-
mately 75 percent of KFOR soldiers are dedi-
cated to patrolling, manning check-points, and
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