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Dec. 1 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

developing countries and to designate Samoa as
a least-developed beneficiary developing country
under the GSP. I have carefully considered the
criteria in sections 501 and 502 of the Trade
Act of 1974 and have determined that it is ap-
propriate to designate Samoa as such.

This notice is submitted in accordance with
section 502(f) of the Trade Act of 1974.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. The
proclamation of December 1 on the Generalized
System of Preferences is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

The President’s Radio Address
December 2, 2000

Good morning. Congress is on its way back
to Washington after an extended break. It is
very important that we get right back to business
and fulfill our responsibility to give our children
a world-class education.

Earlier this year I sent Congress a budget
that would make vital investments in education,
a budget that puts our children first by investing
more in our schools and demanding more from
them; by modernizing old schools, building new
ones, reducing class sizes; by hiring more well-
prepared teachers, expanding after-school pro-
grams, and turning around failing schools. That
was way back in February. Ten months have
passed since then; three seasons have turned;
and Congress decided to break for the election
without passing an education budget.

But this week Congress returns to session
with still time to get the job done. Congress
should pass the education budget as its first
order of business. Fortunately, we’re already
standing on common ground. When Congress
left town, we had already reached an historic
agreement with Members of both parties. A
broad, bipartisan coalition has pledged to pro-
vide much-needed funding to reduce class size,
to provide crucial repairs for crumbling schools,
to improve teacher quality, to expand Head
Start, after-school programs, Pell grants, and
support for students with disabilities. I hope
when Congress comes back, these commitments
to our children will be kept.

Even in the final days of this session, Con-
gress should remember those first, fundamental
obligations. Now is not the time to walk away
from the agreement we made, especially so close
to the finish line.

A lot is at stake here—the condition of our
schools, the quality of our teachers, most impor-
tant, the education of our children. Today I’m
releasing a report that shows exactly what’s at
stake for the children in all 50 States. If Con-
gress fails to pass the bipartisan education budg-
et, California, for example, stands to lose almost
three-quarters of a billion dollars in additional
funds. New York could lose more than $40 mil-
lion for more after-school and summer school
programs alone. Illinois could lose nearly $70
million in added support for students with dis-
abilities.

With America facing the largest student en-
rollment in history and with an historic agree-
ment so close to conclusion, there’s no reason
why we shouldn’t work together across party
lines to get this job done. If we do, we can
complete this year’s unfinished business and
continue the work of preparing our Nation to
meet the challenges of the years to come.

We can also meet our other pressing prior-
ities, from the health of our families to the
safety of our neighborhoods, and ensure that
we continue to expand the circle of opportunity
until it embraces Americans from every corner
of our country and every walk of life.

The holiday season is the perfect time to re-
flect on the values that unite us. As families,
there’s nothing we hold more dear than our
children. As a nation, there is nothing more
important to our future than our children and
their education. As every parent knows, a good
education is a gift that keeps on giving for a
lifetime. So let’s join together, two parties but
one country, to give our children the schools,
the teachers, and the future they deserve.
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Thanks for listening. NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks at the Kennedy Center Honors Reception
December 3, 2000

Thank you very much. Thank you, Senator.
[Laughter] I’m trying to get used to that. I want
to—[laughter]—look, I’ve got to take every op-
portunity I can to practice here. [Laughter]

I want to welcome you all here, especially,
of course, our honorees and other artists and
former honorees; Members of Congress who are
here—Senator and Mrs. Lott, welcome; we’re
glad to see you—and to all our other distin-
guished guests.

As Hillary said, it has been a profound honor
for us and a great joy to do these Kennedy
Center Honors for 8 years in a row now. We
thank the people we honor tonight and their
predecessors for lifting our spirits and broad-
ening our horizons.

Thirty-eight years ago, President Kennedy
wrote that ‘‘art means more than a resuscitation
of the past. It means the free and unconfined
search for new ways of expressing the experi-
ence of the present and the vision of the fu-
ture.’’ Each in their own way, tonight’s honorees
have brought to a venerable art form a spark
of the new and unexpected. And each has left
it more modern, more brilliant, and forever
changed for the better. Now, let me present
them.

Very few people visit the East Room, where
we now are, and find themselves in danger of
striking the 20-foot ceiling. [Laughter] But that
is exactly what happened to Mikhail Baryshnikov
when he arrived to rehearse for a White House
performance in 1979. With a portable stage set
up, even this stately ceiling was too low for
his trademark soaring leaps. No ceiling or
boundary, not even the Iron Curtain, has ever
held him back for long.

His successful performance of that night was
televised for millions of Americans as
‘‘Baryshnikov at the White House,’’ another step
towards cementing his reputation as the greatest
male classical dancer of our time. With his dar-
ing leap to freedom in 1974, he also inspired
millions with the idea of liberty, and he used

his freedom to move beyond classical ballet to
movies and to Broadway and, in 1976, to fulfill
a lifelong dream by bounding onto the stage
of American modern dance. And it has never
been the same since.

From ‘‘Push Comes To Shove’’ to his path-
breaking White Oak Dance Project, Mikhail
Baryshnikov has pushed the boundaries of a
challenging art form even as he has broadened
its audience. He continues to give brilliant per-
formances at an age when most of us are, frank-
ly, being told to get our exercise in private.
[Laughter]

So tonight America says, thank you, Mikhail
Baryshnikov, for the heights to which you have
lifted the art of dance and the heights to which
you have lifted all of us. Thank you.

No less an authority than John Lennon once
said, ‘‘If you tried to give rock and roll another
name, you might call it Chuck Berry.’’ [Laugh-
ter] The Beatles, the Beach Boys, the Rolling
Stones all copied him, but Chuck Berry was
the original. He fused country and blues into
a new sound that was distinctly American and
utterly new. And 40 years later, the Chuck Berry
sound still blazes across our stages and from
our radios.

He is, quite simply, one of the 20th century’s
most influential musicians. His guitar riffs were
some of rock’s first, and they’re still some of
its greatest. His stage moves, especially the
duckwalk, which he invented, are often imitated,
sometimes intentionally—[laughter]—but never
equalled. His fresh and vivid lyrics captured
American life, whether you’re rich or poor,
young or not so young, and they suggested the
rhythms of a new and better day for black and
white Americans alike. NASA even sent Chuck
Berry’s music on a space probe searching for
intelligent life in outer space. [Laughter] Well,
now, if they’re out there, they’re duckwalking.
[Laughter]

It was my great honor to invite Chuck to
play at both my Inaugurals and my 25th reunion
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