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scale of suffering. But I think it also is an apt
phrase because it implies that there is a required
moral response.

In the New Testament of the Christian Bible,
it says that when we bear one another’s burdens,
we fulfill the law of God. So I ask you to go
forth here, remembering that a happy heart is
good medicine, too. Do not grow weary in doing
this. Know that the sequencing of the human
genome will dramatically hasten the day when
we will find a medical cure. But in the mean-
while, there are millions, indeed tens and tens
of millions, of people whose lives are riding on
our common efforts. We can do this if we do
it together.

Statement on a Study on Tobacco Use

Rates
December 1, 2000

A new study by the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention and the California Depart-
ment of Health Services demonstrates that over
the last decade, California’s  extensive
antismoking efforts have resulted in dramatic de-
creases in lung and bronchial cancer rates.
These new findings remind us that the lives
of Americans are at stake, not just in California
but nationwide, and that comprehensive tobacco
prevention and education efforts can make a
difference.

More than 400,000 Americans die each year
from tobacco-related health diseases, and more
than 80 percent of them started smoking as chil-
dren. That is why my administration developed
a nationwide plan to protect our children from
the dangers of tobacco, and I have continued

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:13 p.m. in the
Rankin Chapel at Howard University. In his re-
marks, he referred to Belynda Dunn, chair, Na-
tional Association of People With AIDS; Arch-
bishop of South Africa Njongonkulu Ndugane and
his predecessor, Archbishop Desmond Tutu; H.
Patrick Swygert, president, Howard University;
John Ibekwe, president, Nigerian Network of Peo-
ple Living With HIV/AIDS; and President
Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria, and his wife, Stel-
la. The World AIDS Day proclamation of Novem-
ber 30 is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.

and Lung and Bronchial Cancer

to call on Congress to affirm the FDA’s author-
ity to implement this plan and take other steps
to ensure that our children have healthy, to-
bacco-free futures.

The tobacco companies spend 10 times more
to market their products than all 50 States com-
bined are spending on tobacco prevention and
cessation. California’s efforts demonstrate the
progress that can be made when States use com-
prehensive tobacco control and prevention ap-
proaches, as recommended in the Surgeon Gen-
eral’s recent report, “Reducing Tobacco Use.”
Today I again urge all States to implement these
effective approaches, because we must all work
together to improve our Nation’s health and save
our children’s lives.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Modifications to the List of Beneficiary
Developing Countries Under the Generalized System of Preferences

December 1, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

I hereby notify you of my intent to modify
the list of beneficiary developing countries
under the Generalized System of Preferences
(GSP), which offers duty-free access to the U.S.

market for eligible products imported from des-
ignated beneficiary developing countries. Spe-
cifically, I intend to change the designation of
“Western Samoa” to “Samoa,” to reflect this
nation’s current name, in the list of beneficiary

2605



Dec. 1 / Administration of William |. Clinton, 2000

developing countries and to designate Samoa as
a least-developed beneficiary developing country
under the GSP. I have carefully considered the
criteria in sections 501 and 502 of the Trade
Act of 1974 and have determined that it is ap-
propriate to designate Samoa as such.

This notice is submitted in accordance with
section 502(f) of the Trade Act of 1974.

The President’s Radio Address
December 2, 2000

Good morning. Congress is on its way back
to Washington after an extended break. It is
very important that we get right back to business
and fulfill our responsibility to give our children
a world-class education.

Earlier this year I sent Congress a budget
that would make vital investments in education,
a budget that puts our children first by investing
more in our schools and demanding more from
them; by modernizing old schools, building new
ones, reducing class sizes; by hiring more well-
prepared teachers, expanding after-school pro-
grams, and turning around failing schools. That
was way back in February. Ten months have
passed since then; three seasons have turned;
and Congress decided to break for the election
without passing an education budget.

But this week Congress returns to session
with still time to get the job done. Congress
should pass the education budget as its first
order of business. Fortunately, we're already
standing on common ground. When Congress
left town, we had already reached an historic
agreement with Members of both parties. A
broad, bipartisan coalition has pledged to pro-
vide much-needed funding to reduce class size,
to provide crucial repairs for crumbling schools,
to improve teacher quality, to expand Head
Start, after-school programs, Pell grants, and
support for students with disabilities. I hope
when Congress comes back, these commitments
to our children will be kept.

Even in the final days of this session, Con-
gress should remember those first, fundamental
obligations. Now is not the time to walk away
from the agreement we made, especially so close
to the finish line.

2606

Sincerely,

WILLIAM |. CLINTON

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. The
proclamation of December 1 on the Generalized
System of Preferences is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

A lot is at stake here—the condition of our
schools, the quality of our teachers, most impor-
tant, the education of our children. Today I'm
releasing a report that shows exactly what's at
stake for the children in all 50 States. If Con-
gress fails to pass the bipartisan education budg-
et, California, for example, stands to lose almost
three-quarters of a billion dollars in additional
funds. New York could lose more than $40 mil-
lion for more after-school and summer school
programs alone. Illinois could lose nearly $70
million in added support for students with dis-
abilities.

With America facing the largest student en-
rollment in history and with an historic agree-
ment so close to conclusion, there’s no reason
why we shouldn’t work together across party
lines to get this job done. If we do, we can
complete this year’s unfinished business and
continue the work of preparing our Nation to
meet the challenges of the years to come.

We can also meet our other pressing prior-
ities, from the health of our families to the
safety of our neighborhoods, and ensure that
we continue to expand the circle of opportunity
until it embraces Americans from every corner
of our country and every walk of life.

The holiday season is the perfect time to re-
flect on the values that unite us. As families,
there’s nothing we hold more dear than our
children. As a nation, there is nothing more
important to our future than our children and
their education. As every parent knows, a good
education is a gift that keeps on giving for a
lifetime. So let’s join together, two parties but
one country, to give our children the schools,
the teachers, and the future they deserve.
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