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Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the National
Emergency With Respect to the Lapse of the Export Administration Act
of 1979
November 17, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
As required by section 204(c) of the Inter-

national Emergency Economic Powers Act (50
U.S.C. 1703(c)) and section 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1641(c)), I
transmit herewith a 6-month periodic report on
the national emergency declared by Executive
Order 12924 of August 19, 1994, to deal with
the threat to the national security, foreign policy,
and economy of the United States caused by

the lapse of the Export Administration Act of
1979.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on November 18.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the National
Emergency With Respect to Sudan
November 17, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
As required by section 401(c) of the National

Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c) and section
204(c) of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703(c),
I transmit herewith a 6-month periodic report
on the national emergency with respect to
Sudan that was declared in Executive Order
13067 of November 3, 1997.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on November 18.

Remarks to the Joint Task Force-Full Accounting Excavation Participants
in Tien Chau Village, Vietnam
November 18, 2000

General Axson, General Frost, Lieutenant
Colonel Cory, Director Hung, and all the other
Vietnamese and Americans who were engaged
in this amazing project. It’s an honor for me
to be here with my family and Senator John
Kerry and Members of our Congress and distin-
guished veterans from the United States who
fought in the conflict here.

At this spot 33 years ago this month Captain
Lawrence Evert’s F–105 was shot down. No

parachute was seen; the area was heavily de-
fended; and there was no chance for a search.

Today I am honored to be here with Captain
Evert’s sons, Dan and David, and I thank them
for coming. We believe we owe them, and all
Americans like them, what they came here for,
a chance, finally, to take their father home.

America is very proud of our Joint Task
Force-Full Accounting. These young men and
women have traveled half-way around the world
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to bring home comrades fallen in the war that
ended before many of them were born. They
spend up to 200 days a year here working to
recover remains for American families.

We are also grateful for the service of the
members of the Central Identification Labs, who
help to end the anguish of not knowing.

Our Nation has made a commitment that we
will not rest until we’ve achieved the fullest
possible accounting for our lost veterans. But
it is only possible for us to fulfill our promise
with the cooperation and support of the Viet-
namese Government and the Vietnamese peo-
ple.

I want to personally thank the people of this
village, this district, and province for your kind-
ness, for coming forward with artifacts and infor-
mation to help the search, and for working so
hard alongside our service members and citi-
zens. I also want to express the profound thanks
of the American people to the Vietnamese Gov-
ernment for its support. Among other things,
it sent engineers and technicians here to help
us figure out how we can dig without desta-
bilizing the railroad nearby.

The United States is doing what we can to
repay the cooperation of the Vietnamese and
their Government by doing all we can to help
the people of Vietnam find answers about their
missing, as well. I brought with me over 350,000
pages of documents that I hope will provide
some of those answers to the people of Vietnam.
Whether we are American or Vietnamese, I

think we all want to know where our loved
ones are buried; I think we all want to be able
to honor them and visit their grave sites. This
common endeavor we make as friends is unprec-
edented in all of human history.

Once we met here as adversaries; today we
work as partners. We are committed to keep
at it until we bring every possible fallen hero
home. In the process, we are committed to
building a new future for the children of Viet-
nam and the children of the United States, a
future of friendship and cooperation.

While working together to recover those who
were lost in a long-ago war, we reduce the
chances that any of our children will know war.

Again, on behalf of the American people, I
would like to thank all the Americans who are
involved in this astonishing endeavor, and all
of our Vietnamese partners, who stand in the
mud, who work at the screens to try to find
answers that are common to our humanity and
go far beyond our differences.

I thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. at the
Joint Task Force-Full Accounting Excavation site.
In his remarks, he referred to Brig. Gen. Harry
B. Axson, USA, Commander, Lt. Col. Rennie M.
Cory, USA, Commander, Detachment II, and
Brig. Gen. Kathryn G. Frost, USA, Joint Task
Force-Full Accounting; and Nguyen Ba Hung,
director, Vietnam Office for Seeking Missing
Persons.

Statement on Establishing Formal Diplomatic Relations With the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
November 18, 2000

On November 17 the United States joined
France, Germany, and the United Kingdom in
establishing formal diplomatic relations with the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY).

We take this action in response to the remark-
able changes in Yugoslavia following the demo-
cratic election of President Vojislav Kostunica
and the ouster of Slobodan Milosevic. We and
our allies are committed to supporting this his-
toric democratic transition. As a first step, the
United States will provide about $45 million in
emergency food aid to help the people of Serbia

through the winter. We are also consulting with
Congress on how to utilize the $100 million
in assistance appropriated for Serbia, as well
as $89 million appropriated for assistance to the
people of Montenegro.

President Kostunica and his government have
already made dramatic progress in reversing the
brutal policies of the old regime. And by taking
membership in the United Nations and other
international organizations on an equal status
with other successor states of the former Yugo-
slavia, President Kostunica has signaled that his
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