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Act requires the Secretary to make reasonable
efforts to assist a claimant in obtaining evidence
to substantiate his or her claim unless it is clear
that no reasonable possibility exists that the Sec-
retary’s assistance would aid in substantiating the
claim. As under current law, the Secretary must
consider the entire record of evidence, and
when there is an approximate balance of positive
and negative evidence regarding an issue mate-
rial to the determination of a matter, the Sec-
retary must give the benefit of the doubt to
the claimant.

Veterans seeking benefits from this Govern-
ment are deserving of all reasonable assistance
that VA has to offer. The benefits administered
by the Secretary are a means by which the Na-
tion expresses its profound gratitude for the
many sacrifices our veterans have made to pro-

tect and defend our freedom. Veterans Day, a
day set aside to honor all veterans, is an espe-
cially appropriate time for us to ensure that
we will continue to pay our debts to these men
and women. This Act demonstrates to veterans
and to all those currently serving in our military
and to those who may serve in the future, that
America honors its commitments to those who
have served. I am very pleased to approve this
new law.

WiLLIAM |. CLINTON
The White House,
November 9, 2000.

NoTE: H.R. 4864, approved November 9, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106-475.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National

Emergency With Respect to Iran
November 9, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a notice stat-
ing that the emergency is to continue in effect
beyond the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed notice,
stating that the Iran emergency declared by Ex-
ecutive Order 12170 on November 14, 1979,
is to continue in effect beyond November 14,
2000, to the Federal Register for publication.
Because our relations with Iran have not yet
returned to normal, and the process of imple-
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menting the January 19, 1981, agreements with
Iran is still underway, the national emergency
declared on November 14, 1979, and the meas-
ures adopted pursuant thereto to deal with that
emergency, must continue in effect beyond No-
vember 14, 2000. Therefore, I have determined
that it is necessary to continue the national
emergency with respect to Iran for 1 year.
Sincerely,

WILLIAM |. CLINTON

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. The
notice is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.
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