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Nov. 9 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

Japanese-Americans to preserving this Nation’s
freedom and democracy remains a vital part of
America’s history.

NOTE: H.R. 5302, to designate the ‘‘William
Kenzo Nakamura United States Courthouse,’’ ap-
proved November 9, was assigned Public Law No.
106–478.

Memorandum on Preservation of Japanese-American Internment Sites
November 9, 2000

Memorandum for the Secretary of the Interior

Subject: Preservation of Japanese American
Internment Sites

The internment of Japanese Americans was
a tragic episode in American history. The recent
publication of the National Park Service report
on the condition of the former internment camp
sites, coupled with our Fiscal Year 2001 budget
initiative, will help focus attention and resources
on preserving the historical values of these sites.

The National Park Service report, entitled
‘‘Confinement and Ethnicity: an Overview of
World War II Japanese American Relocation
Sites,’’ describes the current condition of the
internment camps and other relocation sites. To
follow up on this report, I direct you to develop
recommendations to preserve the existing Japa-

nese American internment sites and to provide
more opportunities for the public to learn about
the internment. These recommendations should
be developed within the next 60 days in con-
sultation with other Federal agencies, as appro-
priate.

I also direct you to consult with Members
of Congress, States, tribes, local officials, and
other interested parties as you develop these
recommendations. You should also consider ex-
panding partnerships with private organizations
and landowners and explore the creation of an
interagency team to coordinate the work of Fed-
eral agencies. Your recommendations should in-
clude proposals for administrative and legislative
action to help preserve these sites, within exist-
ing budget resources.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Statement on Signing the Energy Act of 2000
November 9, 2000

Today I am pleased to sign the ‘‘Energy Act
of 2000,’’ which contains a number of measures
to strengthen America’s energy security that I
have repeatedly urged Congress to act on this
year. This legislation reauthorizes the operation
of the Strategic Petroleum Reserve, a critical
line of defense against the threat of energy
shortages, and guarantees that a full range of
tools will be available to secure America’s energy
supplies. In addition, this legislation establishes
an appropriate trigger for the use of the 2 mil-
lion barrel Northeast Home Heating Oil Reserve

that I directed my administration to establish
earlier this year. This will help provide an insur-
ance policy against supply shortages and price
spikes in winters and assist consumers who rely
on heating oil to heat their homes. The act
also makes changes in the Weatherization Assist-
ance Program to reduce State costs and better
serve low-income Americans.

NOTE: H.R. 2884, approved November 9, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106–469.
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