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Oct. 25 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

Statement on the Irish Republican Army’s Decision on Arms Inspections
October 25, 2000

I was very pleased to learn today of the IRA’s
announcement that it has decided to allow a
repeat inspection of a number of its arms
dumps. This constitutes an important and timely
confidence-building measure as part of a process
initiated by the IRA aimed at putting its arms
completely and verifiably beyond use. I welcome
the IRA’s statement that it has not broken off
contact with the de Chastelain Commission, and

I hope discussions with the Commission will
resume at the earliest possible opportunity. I
urge all parties to work together and in coopera-
tion with the British and Irish Governments to
build on the genuine progress that has already
been achieved in implementing the Good Friday
accord, by restoring momentum toward full im-
plementation of all its provisions within the
agreed timeframe.

Statement on the Bombing of Civilians in Southern Sudan
October 25, 2000

I am deeply concerned by reports that the
Government of Sudan is bombing innocent civil-
ians in the southern part of the country. Last
week Government aircraft dropped munitions on
a village while an international relief agency was
distributing food. International relief workers re-
port that the Government of Sudan has bombed
civilian and humanitarian locations more than
60 times during the past year.

Such egregious abuses have become common-
place in Sudan’s ongoing civil war, which has
already claimed over 2 million lives. If the Gov-
ernment of Sudan seeks to demonstrate to the
international community that it is prepared to
act according to international norms and the
rule of law, it must allow full and immediate
access for humanitarian organizations seeking to
provide relief to Sudan’s war-ravaged civilians.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on the Older Americans Act
October 25, 2000

I applaud the House of Representatives for
today’s overwhelming bipartisan vote to reau-
thorize the Older Americans Act (H.R. 782).
Our Nation’s older Americans have been waiting
for more than 5 years for Congress to approve
this critical legislation. Now that the House has
acted, it is imperative that the Senate pass this
important legislation before it adjourns.

The Older Americans Act is the cornerstone
of our Nation’s commitment to senior citizens.
Seniors all across the country rely on vital OAA
in-home and community-based services, includ-

ing home-delivered meals, nursing home om-
budsmen, and employment and transportation
services that are essential to preserve their dig-
nity and independence.

I am also pleased that the House bill includes
the new National Family Caregiver Support Pro-
gram, proposed by this administration to help
hundreds of thousands of family members who
are struggling to care for their older or disabled
relatives. The Senate must do its part to pass
this legislation without further delay.
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