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its own and we should begin by promoting rec-
onciliation and avoiding conflict by forgoing
questions today.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: President Mubarak spoke at 1:43 p.m. at
the Jolie Ville Golf Resort. In their remarks, the
two Presidents referred to King Abdullah II of

Jordan; Prime Minister Ehud Barak of Israel;
Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Author-
ity; United Nations Secretary-General Kofi
Annan; and European Union Council Secretary
General Javier Solana, High Representative for
the EU Common Foreign and Security Policy.
President Mubarak spoke in Arabic, and his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter.

Statement on the Death of Governor Mel Carnahan

October 17, 2000

Hillary and I were very saddened to learn
of the tragic death of my friend Governor Mel
Carnahan, his son Randy, and his aide Chris
Sifford. Mel devoted his life to his family, his
State, and our Nation. Whether in the Air Force
or the State legislature, as Lieutenant Governor
or Governor, he always put the highest priority
on serving others.

In his last campaign, Mel Carnahan, as always,
gave everything he had for what he believed
in. He loved politics and public service, and

his extraordinary record proved they can be
noble endeavors. For many years now, I have
been proud to call Mel Carnahan my partner,
and prouder still to call him my friend.

Hillary and I send our deepest condolences
to his wonderful wife, Jean, to Russ, Robin,
Tom, and the rest of his family, to the other
families whose loved ones perished, and to the
people of Missouri, whom he loved so much
and served so well.

Statement on Signing the Children’s Health Act of 2000

October 17, 2000

Today I am pleased to sign into law the Chil-
dren’s Health Act of 2000. This bipartisan legis-
lation builds on my administration’s longstanding
commitment to improve the health and well-
being of our Nation’s children. I am particularly
pleased that this legislation provides new author-
ity to expand research for the treatment of
chronic and acute diseases affecting children,
improve the safety of child care centers, and
ensure safe and quality mental health treatment
services. This important legislation also address-
es the critical need for substance abuse and
mental health services, especially for our Na-
tion’s youth, through the reauthorization of the
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA), supporting State and
community efforts to reduce youth drug use,
and improving research and treatment services.
In addition, the legislation will allow us to
strengthen our efforts to curtail the emerging

use of the drugs methamphetamine and Ecstasy,
which imperil the health and safety of our na-
tion’s young people.

I want to pay special tribute to my administra-
tion’s number one advocate for children, First
Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton. Hillary has called
the Nation’s attention to the special health
needs of children through her work on chil-
dren’s health insurance coverage, asthma, pedi-
atric labeling, juvenile diabetes, and so much
more. She has led the administration’s effort
to improve access to health care for children,
has fought hard for improving the quality and
safety of child care, and has done more than
anyone to improve the lives of millions of our
Nation’s children.

NotE: H.R. 4365, approved October 17, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106-310.
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