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people, and helps put a qualified teacher in
every classroom. It should also be a budget that
puts more police on the street, that enforces
civil rights, ensures equal pay, expands health
care, and creates opportunities for all Americans
to share in our strong economy through our
new markets initiative.

At this time of unprecedented prosperity,
there is no reason we can’t put partisanship

aside and make the investments we know will
move our Nation forward, especially in the edu-
cation of our children. By building stronger
schools, we’ll build a stronger America in the
future.

NOTE: H.J. Res. 111, approved October 13, was
assigned Public Law No. 106–306.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Deployment of United
States Forces in Response to the Attack on the U.S.S. Cole
October 14, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
At approximately 5:15 a.m. eastern daylight

time, October 12, 2000, a small boat exploded
alongside the USS COLE (DDG 67) while the
USS COLE was mooring to a harbor fueling
island during a refueling stop in the port of
Aden, Yemen. A number of American sailors
were killed or wounded, and the USS COLE
suffered extensive damage. Department of De-
fense assets were immediately identified to pro-
vide medical, security, and disaster responses.

Later in the day on October 12, 2000, ap-
proximately 45 military personnel from U.S.
Naval Forces Central Command deployed to
Aden to provide medical, security, and disaster
response assistance. In addition, a team of ap-
proximately 50 U.S. military security personnel
arrived in Aden in the early morning hours of
October 13, 2000. It is also anticipated that ad-
ditional similar security elements may be de-
ployed to the area. The security personnel will
enhance the ability of the United States to en-
sure the security of the USS COLE and the
personnel responding to the incident. Although
the security personnel are equipped for combat,

their presence is solely for the purpose of assist-
ing in on-site security. Finally, two U.S. Navy
surface combatant vessels are operating in or
near Yemeni territorial waters to provide com-
munications and other support, as required.
United States forces will redeploy as soon as
the additional security support is determined to
be unnecessary.

I have taken this action pursuant to my con-
stitutional authority to conduct U.S. foreign rela-
tions and as Commander in Chief and Chief
Executive. I am providing this report as part
of my efforts to keep the Congress fully in-
formed, consistent with the War Powers Resolu-
tion.

I appreciate the support of the Congress in
this action to assist in ensuring security of U.S.
military forces and other personnel overseas.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Remarks at a Reception for Governor Gary Locke in Seattle
October 14, 2000

Thank you so much. I am really glad Gary
decided to have the event in this Washington.

I want to say, first of all, thanks to your won-
derful attorney general. Christine, you have
been a great attorney general. You have been
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a leader for the whole Nation, and I could have
listened to you give that cheerleading speech
all night long. I think you have a limitless future,
and I wish you well. And I thank you for being
here and for all you’ve done.

I want to thank Gary and Mona Locke for
being such good friends to Hillary and me and
for the example they set by their leadership.
I also think they’ve set a good family values
example by having those two beautiful children
since they’ve been in politics. I think that’s a
very good thing.

Mayor Schell, it’s great to be back in Seattle,
and I want to thank your State party chair, Paul
Berendt. And I want to introduce one person
I think has not been introduced tonight, maybe.
And maybe before I got here, he was. But our
national Democratic chair, Ed Rendell, from
Philadelphia, is here. Thank you, Ed.

And I believe one of our candidates for Con-
gress, Rick Larson, is here. If he is, let’s give
him a big hand. [Applause] And I want to say
a special word of appreciation and gratitude,
and I want to say a little more about her later,
but I want to say a special word of appreciation
to Maria Cantwell. I am grateful that she has
run for the Senate, and I hope you will make
sure she wins.

Now, as perhaps most of you know, after I
finish my rounds in Washington tonight, I’m
going to red-eye back to the other Washington
and give my crew a little rest. I had intended
to spend the night here and go to Portland
in the morning and on down to California, but
I am going to fly to the Middle East tomorrow.

Last week was an amazing week for our
crowd. It was heartbreaking when we lost those
sailors on the U.S.S. Cole. I talked to the captain
of the ship and others in the chain of command
and thank them on behalf of the American peo-
ple and say that our prayers are with the fami-
lies. And Wednesday we will have a memorial
service for them on the East Coast. Those who
were killed and those who are wounded are
being brought home, starting today.

And we’ve had these terrible turn of events
in the Middle East which has been heart-
breaking for me. I was at the airport earlier,
and a man came up to me and asked me to
sign the remarks I made on September 19,
1993, when Mr. Arafat and Yitzhak Rabin signed
the peace accord, committing themselves to a
process that would lead to peace. I have seen

so much progress in the last 71⁄2 years, so it’s
been a very difficult and painful experience.

But I also want to say, last week when the
number two leader in North Korea came to
see me, after the President of South Korea had
gone to North Korea and justifiably won the
Nobel Peace Prize for doing so and for a life-
time of courageous standing up for democracy
and freedom, I was thinking that when I took
the oath of office in January of 1993 and I
got all my security briefings starting from the
time I was elected, everybody said the most
dangerous place in the whole world is North
Korea. ‘‘You’ve got to really worry about this.
You know, they’ve got a nuclear program. It’s
going to be terrible. You’ve got to do something
about it.’’

So first we got the nuclear program shut
down, and then we began to deal with them
and insist that they had to deal with the South.
And then our former Defense Secretary, Bill
Perry, went to see them and said, ‘‘Look, you
know, you’re still making all these missiles. Our
relationship has got to get better or worse. It
can’t just stay the same.’’ And Kim Dae-jung
got elected President, and he said, ‘‘It’s time
we bury the hatchet and try to find ways to
live in peace.’’ And the rest is history. So what
I thought would be the most dangerous problem
for our children and grandchildren 8 years ago
may not be now, if, God willing, we can keep
it going.

And then the people of Serbia elected a new
President. And I knew if the United States had
not stood against ethnic cleansing in Bosnia and
Kosovo and kept those economic sanctions on,
that the moment would not have arrived for
the people to do right. And so I was very grate-
ful last week, too. And it’s a sober reminder
that we have to keep plugging away at the things
we believe in.

And I wanted to come out here today because
I’ve missed 3 or 4 days of work already traveling
the country in this season. And I wanted to
come here, if for no other reason, to just have
one more chance to say thank you to the people
of Washington for being so very good to me
and Hillary and Al and Tipper Gore these last
8 years, for giving us your electoral votes twice,
and I hope you’re about to make it three in
a row.

And I also wanted to say why it is so impor-
tant that you spend every minute you can in
your very busy lives talking to other people
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about this election between now and election
day, because every one of you has a lot of
friends who have never been to an event like
this. Isn’t that right? You have a lot of friends.
You work with them. You worship with them.
You socialize with them. They never go to things
like this. But they’ll vote because they love their
country. And it’s important that they understand
what the issues are.

In an amazing way, in this election I can
tell you that there is such clarity of difference,
even though the other side often tries to muddy
it up. And I don’t blame them, because if every-
body figures it out, they’ll lose, and we’ll win.
[Laughter]

But I’ve learned—you know, I was a Gov-
ernor for a dozen years before I became Presi-
dent. I loved it. I don’t think I would have
ever gotten tired of it. And I know that no
matter how good the economic policy of the
country is, no matter how good our educational
policy is, our health care policy, our environ-
mental policy—the way America works, the peo-
ple of this State cannot fully benefit from it
unless you have a good Governor and good lead-
ership. And if you do, you can do better, even,
than the rest of us are doing.

And I’ve really had the opportunity over the
last several years to get to know Gary and Mona.
I’m crazy about them, personally. I think they’re
wonderful people. They embody my idea of
where we’re going as a country.

Indeed, all Washington State does. You are
today, and you are tomorrow. You are the most
connected State to the global economy and one
of the most wired States in America. [Laughter]
And you are one of the most diverse States
in America. And part of your diversity is, you
also have a lot of people of European heritage
who still live in little, rural towns and make
a living on the farm.

And so you represent today and tomorrow.
You’re doing so well. Part of the reason you’re
doing so well is, you’ve got a great Governor,
and you need to keep him.

Now, I also would say that no one in America
understands any more clearly than I do how
important every single Senate seat and every
single House seat is. And I said something about
Maria Cantwell before. I was thrilled when I
met her when I became President. Here is a
person who really is a New Democrat, a person
who understands the economy but wants it to
work for everybody, a person that believes in

fiscal responsibility and is actually, unlike most
politicians, actually willing to do something
about it, not just talk about it.

And I want to say, one of the amazing things
to me is that her opponent is still trying to
attack her for voting for the ’93 economic plan
by picking out one little piece of it that he
can make look unpopular now, without pointing
out that we cut taxes for 10 times as many
people as paid taxes and higher taxes, and that
most of the people that paid higher taxes were
in Maria’s income bracket. [Laughter] And she
voted for it anyway.

And you know, her opponent and all those
Republicans, they voted against it, every last one
of them. And they said if my economic plan
passed, the world would come to an end; we
would have a recession; people would lose their
jobs; the deficit would get bigger. Time has not
been kind to their predictions.

I’ll say this, you’ve got to give it to the Repub-
licans; they are never deterred by the facts and
the evidence. [Laughter] They are shameless.
You know, they’ll just go right on just like noth-
ing ever happened. [Laughter] And I say that
because if she hadn’t been willing to put her
entire political career on the line, one vote, we
wouldn’t have passed that plan. And if you think
Washington State is in better shape today than
it was 8 years ago, then you have an obligation
to tell every person you know between now
and November 7th to vote for Gary Locke and
for this great candidate for the United States
Senate, Maria Cantwell.

In the parlance of my home region, I know
I’m preaching to the saved tonight, but I want
to say a few things. [Laughter] First of all, I
want to say congratulations to the Mariners. But
I hope you’ll understand, since I have more
than a passing interest in the Senate race in
New York—[laughter]—why this may be the
only issue in 8 years I don’t side with you on.
[Laughter]

Look, I want you to listen a minute. I want
you to think about this. I want you to think
about all the people who you’ll see between
now and the election. And if they ask you, ‘‘Why
should I vote for Maria Cantwell? Why should
I vote for Gary Locke? Why should I vote for
Al Gore and Joe Lieberman,’’ can you give them
an answer?

Here is what I want you to understand. Clar-
ity is our friend. And there are big differences
with real consequences to the American people,
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to every single family in Washington State. We
have a different philosophy. We believe that ev-
erybody who is responsible ought to have an
opportunity to be a part of the American dream.
We believe we ought to all be part of the same
community and that we should go forward to-
gether. We believe in Government that gives
people the tools and the conditions to make
the most of their own lives. We believe that
you can, as Gary said and as Christine said,
be pro-economic growth and pro-environment,
pro-business and pro-labor. That’s what we be-
lieve.

We believe that in order for people to suc-
ceed at work, you have to help them succeed
in raising their kids and balancing work and
family. And we think all this diversity of ours
is the greatest thing in the world, that it’s a
more interesting country if we respect our dif-
ferences and if we reaffirm our common human-
ity. That’s what we believe, and so far, it has
worked out pretty well.

What does that mean in practical terms? It
means if you want to keep the prosperity going,
you’ve got a clear choice here. Now, Gary wants
to be effective, as well as reelected, and he
wants Washington to keep on having a great
economy. You’ve got a big choice here, and you
heard it in these two debates. It was sort of
buried in the weeds and, for reasons I’ll never
understand, not very well publicized.

But in the first Presidential debate, the Re-
publican candidate admitted that he had a tax
cut of about a trillion and a half bucks and
that it would cost another trillion to partially
privatize Social Security. And then there are
hundreds of billions of dollars in spending prom-
ises. So you’re already back to deficits. But if
you’re in a high-income group, you can get a
bunch of money out of it right now.

Our leader, Al Gore, says, ‘‘Look, I’d like
to tell you the same thing, but it’s not respon-
sible. So I want to pay off the debt, keep inter-
est rates coming down, save some money to
invest in education, health care, and the envi-
ronment and defense, and give you a tax cut
we can afford.’’

Now, you’ve got a choice. You know, we’ve
tried it our way for 8 years, and we tried it
their way for 12 years. And you ought to go
out and tell people, if they want to go back
to deficits and higher interest rates and a weaker
economy, they’ve got a clear choice.

But it’s not like—we can’t pretend there’s no
choice here. We can’t pretend there’s no dif-
ference here. There is a record. There is evi-
dence. There is a difference.

And let me say, a lot of the things I’ve heard
are just flat bogus on the economy. You know,
they say, ‘‘We trust you with your money. They
want Government to run your lives.’’ You know?
That’s their new shtick, you know? That’s basi-
cally a sort of modernized, more—a kinder,
gentler version of what they’ve been saying since
1980.

Now, here are the facts, okay? Fact number
one: Under the leadership of Al Gore, we have
reduced the size of the Federal Government
to its lowest point since 1960, when Eisenhower
was President—fact number one. Fact number
two: Government spending as a percentage of
our national income is the lowest it’s been since
1966. Fact number three—here’s the biggest
one—fact number three: If Al Gore wins the
Presidency, in 4 years Government spending will
be a smaller percentage of national income
under a Gore Presidency than under the alter-
native, even though we’re going to spend more
on education and health care.

How can that be? You need to think about
it. You need to talk to people about this. How
can that be? Because he’s going to keep paying
off the debt, and that will make interest rates
lower. That will make the stock market higher,
making all of you that own Microsoft happy
and everything else. [Laughter] It will make the
stock market higher. It will mean lower costs
for business loans, and it will mean everybody
will pay lower mortgage rates, lower credit card
rates, lower college loan rates, lower car pay-
ment rates. In other words, everybody will get
that tax cut in lower interest rates. And because
the third-biggest item in the Federal budget is
interest on the debt—after Social Security and
defense, interest on the debt is the third-biggest
item in the budget—as we pay it down, even
though the Democrats will spend more on edu-
cation and health care and send it to Governor
Locke so he can be more effective for you,
Government will actually be a smaller percent-
age of the economy than it will if you pass
this big tax cut, privatize Social Security, and
run a deficit again.

You need to explain that to people. I think
people like it our way, and they want to keep
changing in that way.
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Now, but you only get it if you vote for Al
Gore, Joe Lieberman, Maria Cantwell, your can-
didates for Congress, and Gary Locke. You’ll
only get it—you know, you do have a choice.
You don’t have to have this good future. [Laugh-
ter] You know, you can vote with them and
go back to the way it was. But don’t let your
friends pretend there’s not a choice and there
are no consequences.

Look at health care. Washington passed a Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights. Good for Washington.
Good for Washington. But he’ll be the first to
tell you that because of the way Federal law
works, if all the States passed a good Patients’
Bill of Rights, there would still be a lot of Amer-
icans who weren’t covered. So if you want every
American, including every person in Washington
State, covered with the protections of the Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights you have, you’ve got to
vote for Al Gore, Joe Lieberman, and Maria
Cantwell. Why? Why? Because we’re for it, and
they’re not. [Laughter]

And now, they’ve got something that they say
is a Patients’ Bill of Rights, but 300 health care
organizations are for ours and not for theirs.
Why? Because the health insurers don’t want
our Patients’ Bill of Rights, because they don’t
want to be sued, and they don’t want to cover
everybody, and they say it’s going to run your
health costs up. Well, if you’ve checked lately,
your insurance premiums are going up anyway.
But let me just tell you what the facts are.

I put the Patients’ Bill of Rights in, by Execu-
tive order, for everybody the Federal Govern-
ment pays health care on, Medicare, Medicaid,
military personnel, retirees, Federal employees.
Do you know how much it increased premiums?
About $1 a month. A dollar a month to see
a specialist when your doctor recommends it.
A dollar a month to be able to keep the same
doctor if you change health care providers in
the middle of a pregnancy or a chemotherapy
treatment. A dollar a month to go to the nearest
emergency room if, God forbid, you get hit by
a car when you walk out of this room tonight,
instead of being carried past three or four hos-
pitals to one your plan covers. A dollar a month
to be able to file suit and get redress if you’re
really harmed by the failure to observe these
rights.

Now, even the Congressional Budget Office
says it’s less than $2 a month. I’d pay $1.80
a month to make sure you got those rights,
and I think most Americans would. It’s a clear

choice. But if you want it, you’ve got to vote
for Al Gore and Joe Lieberman and Maria.
You’ve got to. There’s no other option. You’ve
got to do it.

You take this Medicare drug thing. The Gov-
ernor and Mona, they care a lot about children
having health care. The Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program was one of the major initiatives
of this administration. It’s part of the Balanced
Budget Act of 1997. It led—last year, for the
first time since 1987, we had a reduction in
the number of people without health insurance
in America.

Now, what we’d like to do, the Democrats,
is give them some more funds to cover the
parents of those kids in the Children’s Health
Insurance Program who are low-income working
people. And we think Medicare ought to provide
a prescription drug benefit that’s voluntary to
every senior that needs it.

Now, they don’t feel that way. Why? Because
the drug companies won’t let them. Now, that’s
a fact. And originally the drug companies want-
ed to be for nothing, and the Republicans went
to them and said, ‘‘You don’t understand. We
can’t win this issue. They’re going to beat our
brains out. We need to muddy this up, so give
us a bill we can be for.’’

And that’s why they say, ‘‘Okay, we’ll give
it to people up to 150 or 175 percent of the
poverty line, but everybody else gets to buy
insurance.’’ Now, I will say this about the health
insurance companies. They have told us, they
said, ‘‘Hey, there is no insurance policy you can
write for this problem. We can’t write you an
insurance policy that you can afford that has
decent coverage.’’ Nevada passed the Repub-
lican plan and not a single, solitary health insur-
ance company has offered insurance to people
who need this medicine. And over half of the
seniors who need affordable medicine are above
150 percent of the poverty line—over half of
them.

Now, what is the deal here? [Laughter] Did
you ever meet anybody in a business that didn’t
want more customers? Have you ever asked
yourself, why are the drug companies against
this thing? They get more customers. They sell
more medicine. Did you ever meet a politician
that didn’t want more votes? [Laughter] You
never hear this. I just want you to know. You’ve
got to talk to people about this.

The reason is—and you don’t have to demon-
ize the drug companies. We’re fortunate to have
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these drug companies in our country. They pro-
vide wonderful jobs for tens of thousands of
people. They find lifesaving drugs every day.
But here is the issue. It costs a bunch of money
to develop the drugs. They spend a lot of money
to advertise them. And they want to sell them
all over the world, but they can’t recover the
development or the advertising cost any place
but America, because everybody else fixes
prices.

Once they get us to pay the development
and the advertising costs, then it just costs a
pittance to make another pill or two, so they
can sell them and make a killing in Canada
or Europe or anywhere else, even with price
controls, because you’ve already paid for all the
advertising and development. And to be fair to
them, they know that if Medicare is the buyer
for millions of people, they’ll have enough mar-
ket power to get lower prices so that Americans
will buy drugs made in America almost as cheap
as they can buy them in Canada. And they’re
worried that their profits will go down, and they
won’t be able to spend enough money to de-
velop drugs or to advertise them. Now, that’s
a legitimate problem. Nobody ever talks about
this. You haven’t heard any of this in the debate,
have you? That’s what the real deal is.

Now, here’s my issue. Surely to goodness the
answer to their problem is not continuing to
deny the elderly people of America the right
to have the medicine they need to stay alive
and improve the quality of their lives.

Now, so let’s fix the people’s problem. If you
live to be 65 in America today, your life expect-
ancy is 82 years, and it’s going to go up. And
with the human genome project—there are
young women in this audience who have yet
to have their first children. Within the next 10
years, they’ll start having babies with a life ex-
pectancy of 90 years. You mark it down. It’s
going to happen.

Now, if that’s going to happen, we’ve got to
think about what life’s going to be like. The
answer to the drug companies’ problem is not
to deprive our seniors of the ability to buy af-
fordable prescription drugs. This is crazy. This
is wrong.

So what I say is, vote for Al Gore and Joe
Lieberman and Maria and our crowd and take
care of the seniors. And those folks have a lot
of money and influence, in case you hadn’t no-
ticed. And even though we don’t let them tell
us how to vote, we’re not against them, and

we’ll figure out how to solve their problem.
There’s got to be a solution to their problem
that does not require us to punish the seniors
of America by depriving them of the medicine
they need.

I could give you the same arguments on edu-
cation. We’re for 100,000 teachers, smaller class-
es, modernizing our schools, preschool and after
school for every kid who needs it, and account-
ability and choice through charter schools, which
the Democrats brought to America. We had one
charter school in the whole country when I was
elected. We got 1,700 now, and Al Gore wants
to triple the number of them. That was our
initiative.

They’re for accountability, but they don’t want
to invest in the specific things that the educators
and the research tells us works. And let me
tell you, it’s a big myth that you can’t turn
these public schools around. In the last 8 years,
the dropout rate is down; the graduation rate
is up. There has been a two-thirds increase in
the number of our kids taking advanced place-
ment tests, 300 percent increase in Hispanic
kids taking advanced placement courses, 500
percent increase in African-American kids taking
advanced placement courses, all-time-high col-
lege-going rate. You can turn these schools
around.

I think our plan is better than theirs. And
I think Gary Locke can do more with what
the Democrats will do, plus which, we’ll invest
more. So if you want the education for your
children that is most likely to really work, you’ve
got to vote for Gary Locke and for Maria and
for Al Gore and Joe Lieberman. There is a
difference. There is a difference.

Now, I could give you a lot of other examples.
Just listen to this. We’re for a real hate crimes
bill, and they’re not. If you heard the second
debate, you know that. Oh, there was a little
shoveling around. And I want to put it on the
table. It wasn’t clear from the debate what was
going on. The reason the Republicans are not
for our hate crimes bill and the reason that
James Byrd’s family in Texas was shut out of
getting the hate crimes bill they wanted in Texas
is that they don’t want to make their rightwing
mad by including gays in protection against hate
crimes. Now, that’s what is going on.

We had an event in Washington with the po-
lice commissioner from Wyoming who had to
supervise the investigation in the Matthew
Shepard case. And he said that it changed his
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whole life. He met that young man’s family and
his friends, and he realized how badly he need-
ed Federal hate crimes legislation so the Federal
Government could come in and help him work
that case and develop it. There is a difference.

We’re for the employment nondiscrimination
law, and they’re not. We’re for a minimum wage
increase, and they’re not. We think we ought
to keep a woman’s right to choose, and they
don’t. There’s a difference.

And the environment, there’s been a commit-
ment—I will say that the other side has been
clearer on the environment. The Republican
nominee has said if he’s elected, he will reverse
my order setting aside 43 million roadless acres
in the national forests. The Audubon Society
said it was the most significant conservation
move in 40 years. He says they will review all
the national monuments we have established.
And they will relax some of the air standards,
because they’re too hard on business.

Look, anybody who thinks you can’t—we got
cleaner air, cleaner water, safer food. We’ve
cleaned up 3 times as many toxic waste dumps
in 8 years as they did in 12. And the economy’s
doing reasonably well under this enormous envi-
ronmental burden I have imposed, you know?
But you’ve got to choose. You’ve got to choose.

We’ve got a different crime policy. They said
that—you know, we believe that we should fin-
ish putting our 150,000 police on the street.
And their party is committed to repealing that.
It’s not just a gun issue. They don’t believe
that we were right to put—we’ve already put
over 100,000, and we’re on our way to 150,000
police on the street. And we’ve got the lowest
crime rate nationally in 26 years and the lowest
murder rate in 33 years.

They don’t believe in the 3-day waiting pe-
riod, even though the Brady law—which led to
the defeat of some of the Congressmen that
we lost in Washington State in 1994, because
they stirred up all the hunters and sportsmen,
you know? Told them we were coming after
their guns. You remember all that. They’re
doing it again now.

Well, let’s just look at the facts here. We
passed the Brady bill. Half a million felons, fugi-
tives, and stalkers couldn’t get handguns because
we did the background checks. And there hasn’t
been a single hunter, law-abiding hunter or
sportsman in Washington State that’s missed 5
minutes in the woods in hunting season or 5

minutes at any shooting contest because we said
criminals should not have guns—not one.

So this is bogus. Now look, these are the
things you need to talk to people about. It will
shape the future of our children and grand-
children. And you cannot make an easy distinc-
tion anymore between national and State efforts.

We can’t succeed if Gary Locke is not com-
mitted to enrolling children in the Children’s
Health Insurance Program. We can’t succeed
if the State of Washington is not committed
to moving people from welfare to work and giv-
ing them the support they need to stay in the
work place. We can’t succeed if Washington
State doesn’t have a good education program.
America can’t succeed in Washington if you
don’t do it.

On the other hand, what he can do will be
severely limited or enhanced by who gets elect-
ed President and who gets elected to the Senate
and who gets elected to the House. So I want
to say to you again, these elections are tight.
They’re tight because the other guys have fig-
ured out they can’t really do what they did
in ’95 and ’96 and ’97 and ’98, so they’ve got
to blur the differences instead of clarify them,
and they’ve got a bunch of money to do it.

What you have to do is clarify the differences.
You know the American people nearly always
get it right. We wouldn’t be around here after
224 years if the American people didn’t nearly
always get it right, if they have enough informa-
tion, they understand what it means, and they
have time enough to digest it.

And I am telling you—you just think about
this tomorrow when you get up—every one of
you come in contact with people who are friends
of yours who trust you, every day, who will
never come to an event like this, never hear
this kind of discussion. You need to tell them
why you were here. You need to tell them what
you believe they ought to do, what the dif-
ferences are, what the consequences are.

And let me just close with this. You know,
my party has a new leader. My family has a
new candidate. I’m not running for anything.
[Laughter] I am profoundly grateful for the
chance I have had to serve. And I have done
everything I know to do to turn the country
around, to pull us together and move us for-
ward. But in America, our public life is always
about tomorrow.
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Maybe once in every 50 years a country gets
a chance like we have now, where the econo-
my’s doing well, the social indicators are improv-
ing, there’s a lot of national self-confidence,
there’s no overwhelming threat to our security
abroad or crisis within. The world will never
be free of problems. But once in 50 years you
get in shape like this, where you can really imag-
ine what you want the future to be like for
your children and grandchildren and then go
out and build it.

We ought to be elated to have this election.
It should have nothing to do with personal at-
tacks. We should posit that our opponents are
good people who love their families and love
their country and will do what they believe.
But we have to make sure people know that
what we believe and what they believe on crit-
ical things are different, and the consequences
are profound.

When Al Gore says in his speeches that you
ain’t seen nothing yet, I know it may sound
like a political slogan. But I’m not running for
anything, and I believe that. I believe the best
is still out there. I believe that you have no
idea where the information revolution, where
the biotechnology revolution, and where the
globalization of not just commerce but societies
are going to lead us.

And the children in this audience can live
in the most peaceful, prosperous, exciting time
the world has ever known. But we have to make
the right decisions. And now, for America and
for Washington State, the right decisions are
Al Gore, Joe Lieberman, Maria Cantwell, Gary
Locke, and our candidates for the Congress.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:30 p.m. in the
Grand Ballroom at the Westin Hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to State Attorney General
Christine O. Gregoire; Gov. Locke’s wife, Mona
Lee Locke; Mayor Paul Schell of Seattle; Paul
Berendt, chair, Washington State Democratic
Party; Edward G. Rendell, general chair, Demo-
cratic National Committee; Rick Larson, can-
didate for Washington’s Second Congressional
District; Maria Cantwell, candidate for U.S. Sen-
ate from Washington; Comdr. Kirk S. Lippold,
Commanding Officer, U.S.S. Cole; Chairman
Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Authority; Presi-
dent Kim Dae-jung of South Korea; President
Vojislav Kostunica of the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro); and Special
Envoy Vice Marshal Cho Myong-nok, First Vice
Chairman of the National Defense Commission
of North Korea. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks at a Dinner for Governor Gary Locke of Washington and
Representative Jay Inslee in Seattle
October 14, 2000

Thank you very much. First of all, I’m de-
lighted to be here, and I think I should begin
by thanking Jay Inslee for explaining why it is
impossible for me at this moment in my life’s
history to root for Seattle in this baseball con-
ference. [Laughter] I think it’s the only issue
I’ve ever been on the opposite side of Wash-
ington State in 8 years. And I thank you for
the dispensation. [Laughter]

I want to thank Governor Locke and Mona
for their friendship to Hillary and me. And I
thank him for his extraordinary leadership. I can
see by your presence here and the enthusiasm
of the crowd we were before just a few mo-
ments ago that he’s going to be reelected, and
it’s very, very important. I want you to stay

with him and help him and make sure. He de-
serves to be reelected.

Maybe it’s just because I was a Governor
a dozen years, and I don’t think I ever would
have gotten tired of it, but I know that nothing
that we do in Washington, even if we make
the right decisions, fully hits home in the lives
of the American people in education, in health
care, in the environment, in many other areas
unless there is a good, strong Governor. And
he is a good, strong Governor, and he is a
good man, and I thank you for your support
of him.

I want to thank Mayor Schell for being here,
and Pam. I was laughing—you know, we’re kind
of enjoying being here tonight, he and I. The
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