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That’s what is going on, because the drug com-
panies have to recover all their research and
all their advertising costs from us.

Now, I say that not to demonize them. I’m
glad they’re here. They give us great jobs, and
they save our lives. They’ve got a problem. All
these other countries have price controls.

So this is a big example, though, in the dif-
ference in the two parties. Their party says,
‘‘Let’s solve their problem, even though we’ll
leave a lot of old people without the medicine
they need.’’ Our party says, ‘‘Let’s give the sen-
iors the medicine they need, then we’ll figure
out how to solve their problem.’’ We’re not
going to hurt them, but we’re not going to let
them use their problem as an excuse to keep
hurting other Americans. That’s the differences
in the two parties.

So I ask you, why am I doing this? I know
I’m preaching to the saved. [Laughter] Because
every single one of you will come in contact
with a lot of people between now and election,
day who have never come to an event like this
and never will, but they’ll vote. And all they
may know, unless you talk to them, is what
they see in a paid ad.

So I want to ask you to do two things. Num-
ber one, if you haven’t given him a contribution,
give him one, even if it’s just $10. Give him
more money. If people know the difference be-
tween him and his opponent, he wins. And be-
lieve me, he can still win. The other guy is
nowhere near over 50 percent. And it’s all about
eastern Pennsylvania, name recognition, and
clarity of understanding of their position.

Number two, I want you to promise yourself
when you leave here today, every day between
now and the election, you’re going to talk to
them about Al Gore, Joe Lieberman, Ron Klink,
the Democrats, where we were 8 years ago,
where we are now, what we want to do, what
the differences are, how we’ll affect people’s
lives.

Look, this is real stuff. I am grateful you
gave me the chance to serve. I hope I’ve made
some contribution to the well-being of Philadel-
phia, as the mayor said, and the State of Penn-
sylvania.

But listen to me. All of our public life is
always about the future. And the future now,
for me, is getting back to New York in time
to celebrate my 25th anniversary. And the future
for you is Al Gore, Joe Lieberman, Ron Klink,
and the New Democrats that brought America
back. You go tell people that.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:20 p.m. at the
Wyndham Franklin Plaza Hotel. In his remarks,
he referred to Mayor John F. Street of Philadel-
phia; Christine M. Tartaglione, chair, Democratic
Party of Pennsylvania; William M. George, presi-
dent, Pennsylvania AFL–CIO; Edward G.
Rendell, general chair, Democratic National
Committee; Catherine Baker Knoll, candidate for
State treasurer; Jim Eisenhower III, candidate for
State attorney general; Bob Casey, Jr., guber-
natorial candidate; Representative Ron Klink, can-
didate for U.S. Senate in Pennsylvania; and former
Representative Lucien E. Blackwell.

Statement on Suspending the Immigration of Persons Impeding the Peace
Process in Sierra Leone
October 11, 2000

I have signed a proclamation suspending the
entry into the United States, as immigrants and
nonimmigrants, of all persons—and the spouses,
children, and parents of all persons—who plan,
engage in, or benefit from activities that support
the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) or that
otherwise impede the peace process in Sierra
Leone. These visa restrictions will immediately
apply to President Charles Taylor, senior mem-

bers of the Government of Liberia, their closest
supporters, and their family members.

I call upon the Liberian Government to end
immediately Liberia’s trafficking in weapons and
illicit diamonds, which fuels the war in Sierra
Leone, and instead to use its influence with
the RUF to restore peace and stability to Sierra
Leone. Members of my administration have re-
peatedly made this request of President Taylor.
The absence of any positive response from his
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government leaves us little choice but to impose
these restrictions. Only when the Government
of Liberia ends its participation in activities that
support the RUF will the United States review
this policy.

NOTE: The proclamation of October 10 is listed
in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Statement on Congressional Action on Victims of Trafficking and Violence
Protection Legislation
October 11, 2000

I congratulate the Congress on its bipartisan
work to pass the Victims of Trafficking and Vio-
lence Protection Act of 2000, which contains
legislation to combat trafficking in persons, espe-
cially women and children, as well as legislation
to strengthen and reauthorize the Violence
Against Women Act (VAWA). These initiatives
have been important priorities of my administra-
tion, and I look forward to signing this bill into
law.

My administration strongly supports this com-
prehensive anti-trafficking legislation as part of
our vigorous campaign to combat trafficking in
persons, a modern day form of slavery, and to
punish the international criminal organizations
that engage in it. Trafficking is one of the fastest
growing criminal enterprises in the world, en-
snaring up to 2 million additional victims around
the world each year, including 50,000 annually
here in the United States. On March 11, 1998,
I issued an executive memorandum directing my
administration to combat this insidious human
rights abuse through a three-part strategy of
prosecuting traffickers, providing protection and
assistance for trafficking victims, and preventing
future trafficking. This strategy has established
the framework for our work in this country and
abroad. The legislation approved by Congress
today will strengthen this approach, providing
new tools to protect trafficking victims and pun-
ish traffickers. It will institutionalize our Govern-
ment’s response, laying the groundwork for fu-

ture administrations to carry this important work
forward, and will ensure that trafficking of per-
sons assumes the prominent place on the world’s
agenda that it deserves until we put an end
to this horrible practice.

I signed VAWA into law as part of my crime
bill in 1994, and during the last 6 years, VAWA
has made a crucial difference in the lives of
hundreds of thousands of women and children.
The Violence Against Women Act has enabled
communities to expand prevention efforts, en-
hance the safety of more victims, and hold per-
petrators of violence against women accountable
for their acts. But more needs to be done. From
1993 through 1998, on average, 22 percent of
all female victims of violence were attacked by
an intimate partner. The legislation approved by
the Senate today will do more to help these
women by reauthorizing critical VAWA grant
programs, providing important protections for
battered immigrant women, reauthorizing the
domestic violence hotline, and helping State and
tribal courts improve interstate enforcement of
protection orders. It is especially fitting that
Congress passed this crucial legislation in the
month designated as Domestic Violence Aware-
ness Month.

NOTE: The National Domestic Violence Aware-
ness Month proclamation of September 29 is list-
ed in Appendix D at the end of this volume.
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