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contracting with disadvantaged businesses. Sub-
sequently, the agencies will be required to sub-
mit annual reports on their ongoing efforts in
this area to the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget to ensure at the highest
levels the executive branch will sustain on un-

flagging and aggressive efforts to achieve this
important goal.

NOTE: The Executive order is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.

Message on the Observance of Yom Kippur, 2000
October 6, 2000

Warm greetings to all those observing Yom
Kippur.

This Day of Atonement, the most solemn of
all the days of the Jewish calendar, is a time
for intense prayer, fasting, and reflection. For
the duration of Yom Kippur, Jews across Amer-
ica and around the world separate themselves
from the comforts and distractions of everyday
life to focus on repairing their relationship with
God. It is a time to look back on the failures
and transgressions of the past year, to make
amends, and to seek God’s forgiveness.

In neighborhoods across our nation, as Jewish
families gather for Yom Kippur services, they

offer people of all faiths an extraordinary wit-
ness. They remind us of the power of faith
that changes lives, the love of family that
strengthens spirits, and the blessing of God’s
forgiveness that allows us to repent of our sins
and begin anew.

At this difficult time for all of us who have
worked for peace, let us pray for an end to
the violence and for a new beginning in the
Middle East. Hillary joins me in extending best
wishes to all for a meaningful Yom Kippur.

BILL CLINTON

Remarks at an AFL–CIO Reception
October 6, 2000

Thank you. Well, first of all, madam, I want
to thank you for letting all these fairly scruffy
characters come in your home. [Laughter] Many
of us are well-accompanied, though. [Laughter]

You know, I was thinking. We had Morty
and Linda and John and I up here talking. This
is an introduction that looks like America. We
span these vast ethnic gaps. We had an Irish-
Catholic and Irish-Protestant at the end.
[Laughter] Thank you, Morty, and thank you
for having us here, and thank you for being
such good friends to me.

You know, I really believe in this issue. John
and I worked very hard together to beat that
initiative in California a couple of years ago.
And we raised money, and you all spent it very
well—[laughter]—and intelligently. I mean that,
intelligently. And you won, and I think you’ll
win again.

But I just wanted to say a couple of things
about the environment in which this debate will
take place. One is I will never be able to thank
you enough for the support that you’ve given
to me and the Vice President, Hillary, our whole
crowd these last 8 years. It’s been a joy.

One of my objectives when I became Presi-
dent was to take away the ability of our friends
in the other party to demonize us just for being
what we are, for being the progressive party.
And I was determined I would take away the
budget issue; I would take away the crime issue;
I would take away the welfare issue; I would
take away the foreign policy issue; and I would
do it in a responsible, progressive way, but that
we would not be vulnerable on these things
anymore.

And I was determined that, if we could turn
this economy around, the Republicans would
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