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have caused through decades of deceptive mar-
keting, especially to youth.

With a clear ruling last week by a U.S. Dis-
trict Court allowing the case to proceed to trial,
the Attorney General today reaffirmed her in-
tention to hold tobacco companies accountable
for their actions. Tobacco companies have sad-
dled generations of Americans with unnecessary
health costs and premature death by fraudu-
lently marketing their products to youth and
deceiving the American public about the dan-

gers of tobacco use. More than 400,000 Ameri-
cans die each year from smoking-related dis-
eases, and 80 percent of them started smoking
as children. Today I renew my call to Congress
to reject special protections for big tobacco and
provide the funds necessary to allow this case
to be decided in the courtroom, not the back
room. Together with our partners in the States,
we can and must make the health of our chil-
dren a priority. The American people deserve
their day in court.

Statement on Proposed Hate Crimes Legislation
October 5, 2000

Today the Republican leadership made a seri-
ous mistake by stripping the hate crimes legisla-
tion from the Department of Defense Author-
ization bill, despite strong bipartisan support in
both the House and Senate. The Republican
leaders have turned their backs on legislation
designed to send the message that all persons
should be treated the same under the law—
no matter what their race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, sexual orientation, or disability.

This legislation would enhance the Federal
Government’s ability to prosecute violent crimes
motivated by race, color, religion, or national
origin and would authorize Federal prosecution
of crimes motivated by sexual orientation, gen-

der, or disability. This legislation also recognizes
that State and local law enforcement still have
primary responsibility for investigating and pros-
ecuting hate crimes.

It has been over 2 years since the brutal drag-
ging death of James Byrd, Jr., and about 2 years
since the heinous death of young Matthew
Shepard. We owe their families—and all the
families of hate crimes victims across this coun-
try—no less than to pass this legislation this
year. Working with the bipartisan coalition that
supports hate crimes legislation, I will continue
to fight the Republican leadership in Congress
to make sure this important work gets done
this year.

Remarks at a National Leadership PAC Reception in New York City
October 5, 2000

The President. Thank you for the standing
ovation. [Laughter] Thank you for being here
to——

Audience member. New York loves you!
The President. You guys calm down. This is

a rowdy crowd here. Look, I’m not as young
as I used to be. I don’t know if I can quiet
this crowd. I’m tired. Go easy on me tonight.
It’s almost the end of the week. [Laughter]

I want to thank Charles Rangel for giving
me a chance to be here tonight with Alma and
Alicia. I want to thank the other Members of
Congress who are here. I’ve got them some-

where. [Laughter] Congressmen Crowley, Nad-
ler, and Lowey of New York are all here. Thank
you for being here. I want to thank the New
York Democratic Chair; Judith Hope is here.
I want to thank Jane Rosenthal for being our
host and for gathering up all of you tonight.

I have a lot of friends here. I want to say
a special word of appreciation to one person
who is or just was in the audience, Chevy Chase,
who was with me when I was nominated for
President, when I won the California primary
in June of ’92. And I was running third in the
polls, and no one wanted to come to my victory
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party, and Chevy Chase showed up. So thanks
for being here again tonight.

I want to thank Ron Silver for being here
and for being my friend and for representing
the entertainers of this country so well. And
I want to say a special word of thanks to Kevin
Spacey. You know, getting to be friends with
Kevin has been one of the best perks of being
President. [Laughter] Franklin Roosevelt used
to say that the President had to be America’s
best actor. Well, I’m the second-best actor in
America. Kevin Spacey is the best actor in
America, and I’m glad to be here with him.

Now, look, why are we here? Why are we
here? I mean, Charlie Rangel couldn’t get beat
if he expired before the election—which he’s
not about to do. He’s been waiting a long time
to be chairman of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, and after November 7th, he will be.

I just want to say one thing to you seriously.
For whatever success we have had these last
8 years—whether it was in turning the country
around or in giving poor people more oppor-
tunity in the empowerment zones or providing
more affordable housing for people who des-
perately need it or reaching out to Africa the
first time the American Government ever had
a serious outreach to our friends in Africa or
fighting against cuts in education and fighting
to improve it—none of it would have been pos-
sible for me to do if it hadn’t been for Charles
Rangel, and I’m very, very grateful to him.

Don’t you think Al Gore did a good job in
the debate? [Applause] I do, too. And Hillary
was no slouch in her debate. You know, this
is an interesting time for me. My party has
a new leader. My house has a new candidate.
[Laughter] It’s the first time in 26 years I
haven’t been on the ballot, and most days I’m
just fine about it. [Laughter] I’m having a good
time getting out here campaigning for everybody
else.

For those of you from New York who have
been helping my wife, I want to thank you.
She will be a magnificent Senator. She will do
you proud, and you’ll be glad.

I just want to say one thing quite seriously,
though, because I know that the Democratic
ticket is well ahead in New York. But a lot
of you have friends all across this country. And
a lot of you have friends that you see at work,
that you see when you go out, that you see
with your kids, who will never come to an event
like this. But they will vote, because they want

to feel that they’re good citizens, so they’ll show
up and vote. But they never come to anything
like this. And I was wondering, what were these
folks thinking when they were watching the de-
bate? What did they get out of it, and what
did they not get out of it?

I wondered what they were thinking in ’92,
right before they gave me and Al Gore a chance
to change the country. You know, they were
told that, after all, I was just the Governor of
a small southern State. Remember when Presi-
dent Bush used to say that? [Laughter] And
I was so naive, I thought it was a compliment.
[Laughter] And I still do. They said, ‘‘This guy
is only 46 years old. He doesn’t look that old’’—
you took care of that. [Laughter] ‘‘The Repub-
licans say he’s terrible. Why should I take a
chance on this guy?’’ But I mean, come on,
it wasn’t that big a chance. The country was
in the ditch. We had to turn it around.

But now things are good, and we have to
decide what to do with good times. And anybody
in this audience who’s over 30 years old can
remember at least once in your life when you
made a doozy of a mistake, not because times
were so bad but because they were so good
you thought you did not have to concentrate.
Isn’t that right? Everybody over 30 has made
a mistake like that.

So what I want to ask you to do—I thank
you for your money; Charlie thanks you for your
money; Jane thanks you for making her look
good; Kevin and I thank you because we hate
to play to an empty house. [Laughter] We’re
all real happy. But what are you going to do
between now and election? You need to take
this seriously. If somebody asks you tomorrow
morning, if somebody called you on the phone
from a State that’s really tight—if somebody
called you from Michigan, Ohio, tomorrow and
you said, ‘‘What are you doing?’’ And you said,
‘‘I went to this deal last night with the President
and Kevin Spacey and Charlie Rangel, and we
had a pretty good time.’’ And they said, ‘‘Why?’’
What would your answer be?

I’m telling you, we’re still around here as
a country after over 225 years because—or 224
years—even I can still add—[laughter]—because
most of the time the American people get it
right if they have enough information and
enough time. So having a clear idea in the
minds of every voter, an accurate idea of what
the choices are in this election is very important.
We have profound differences.
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I went today over to Princeton University,
where they’re having this big conference on the
last Progressive Era, when Theodore Roosevelt
and Woodrow Wilson remade America for the
industrial age, when New York City was full
of factories and full of the first great wave of
immigrants. And they basically preserved Amer-
ica by changing it.

That’s what we’re trying to do, to preserve
the fundamental values and ideas of America
by changing it for this new time in which we’re
living. And there are huge differences here be-
tween the two candidates for President and Vice
President but also between the parties in the
House and Senate. And I’m telling you, I know
every Senate seat, every House seat really mat-
ters.

If somebody asks you, you’ve got to be able
to tell them, ‘‘We’ve got a different economic
policy. We’ve got a different education policy.
We’ve got a different health care policy. We’ve
got a different environmental policy. We’ve got
a different crime policy. We’ve got a different
foreign policy. And we have got a very different
policy on how we’re going to build one America
that brings us together across all the lines that
divide us.’’

Compared to their leadership, we’re for a hate
crimes bill, and they’re not. We’re for employ-
ment nondiscrimination legislation; they’re not.
We’re for stronger equal pay laws for women,
and they’re not. There are big differences about
how we’re going to pull this country together.
We support a woman’s right to choose, and they
don’t. And the next President gets a bunch of
appointments to the Supreme Court.

You know, people ask me all the time—I see
all these articles—every day the paper is full
of articles about who’s right on the economic
plan, the taxes, the spending, and all that. I
think that I have—at least, let me say this, I
hope I’ve earned the right to make a comment
or two about the economy. So people ask me
all the time, ‘‘What great new, brilliant idea
did you and Bob Rubin bring to Washington
on economic policy?’’ You know what I always
tell them? Arithmetic. [Laughter] We brought
arithmetic back to Washington. And we got rid
of that deficit. We got the biggest surplus in
history. We’re paying the debt down. We’ve got
low interest rates and the economy. You have
taken care of the rest.

Now, you’ve got to decide. If you like the
way it’s going, you’ve got to decide. They want

a bigger tax cut than we do, and a lot of you
in this room would get more money under their
deal. A lot of you in this room would do better
under our deal. Why would people who are
really wealthy still come here and support us
when they could get a whole lot of money out
of their tax cut? Because they understand arith-
metic.

If you spend a trillion and a half dollars on
a tax cut and you spend another trillion dollars
to shore up Social Security after you partially
privatize it and then you keep all your spending
commitments, we’re back in deficits; we’re back
in higher interest rates; we’re back in a slower
economy; we’re back in fewer jobs.

Look, just last week we learned that poverty
last year dropped to a 20-year low. We learned
that for the first time in 12 years we had fewer
people without health insurance. We learned
that child poverty had its biggest drop in 34
years. Why? Because—partly because of arith-
metic. Now, this is serious business.

You cannot go out here and promise to spend
all this money and then keep your commitment
when you get there, knowing it’s going to
produce a deficit, and expect anything other
than what you’re going to get, which is higher
interest rates. The Council of Economic Advis-
ers told me that the Democratic plan would
keep interest rates about a percent lower than
the Republican plan a year, for a decade. Do
you know what that’s worth in tax cuts? That’s
worth $390 billion in lower home mortgages,
$30 billion in lower car payments, $15 billion
in lower college loan payments, Lord only knows
how much money in lower credit card payments,
plus it’s cheaper to start a business and hire
new help.

This is not rocket science. He’s right, Charlie
Rangel is, on economic policy, and they’re
wrong. And you need to be able to explain that
to people and tell them that’s why you showed
up here tonight.

On health care policy, they’re not for the Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights, and we are. We’re for
a Medicare drug program that all the seniors
can get, and they aren’t. And we’re right, and
they’re wrong, and you need to be able to ex-
plain that to people. And I could just go on
and on, but you get the picture.

I’m telling you, you cannot assume that the
outcome of this election—in Hillary’s race, for
who controls the House, for who wins the White
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House—is not in doubt. The people are in con-
trol, and until they show up and vote, it’s in
doubt. And you need to be able to say, you
need to be able to tell people why you came
here tonight, beyond the fact that you like
Charlie or you wanted to see Kevin or you want-
ed to see if I’m still standing on two legs with
4 months to go. I’m telling you, you’ve got to
be able to say that.

Now, when Al Gore stands up before audi-
ences and he says, ‘‘You ain’t seen nothing yet,’’
that sounds like a campaign slogan, I know. But
I’m not running, and I believe that. I’ve spent
as much time as I could, I worked as hard
as I could to turn this country around, to pull
us together, and to get us moving forward. But
it’s almost like setting a banquet table, but the
feast hasn’t been served.

We’re going to have young women having ba-
bies within 5 to 10 years with a life expectancy
of 90 years, thanks to the human genome
project. We are going to see economic explo-
sions in places that we never thought we could
bring economic opportunity to, in the inner cit-
ies and the rural areas and Native American
reservations, if we make the right decision.

We’re going to be able not just to bring the
crime rate down to a 27-year low, we could
make America the safest big country in the
world, if we make the right decisions. We put
100,000 police on the street and did more to
take guns out of the hands of criminals and
children. They’re not only against the common-
sense gun safety measures that we’ve been for—
we’re now putting another 50,000 police on the
street—they want to abolish the program.

You’ve got to admire that about the Repub-
licans; evidence never fazes them. [Laughter]
I mean, they know what they’re for, and they
don’t want you to bother them with the facts
or the results or anything else. You’ve got to
kind of admire it, but you’ll also have to live
with the consequences.

So if you want to keep the crime rate coming
down, if you believe you can clean up the envi-
ronment and grow the economy, if you want
to keep this prosperity going and spread it to
other people, and maybe most important of all,
you look at all the troubles around the world

today where people still can’t get along because
of their religious, their racial, their ethnic dif-
ferences—the most important thing is we’re all
in this together, and we better get along to-
gether. And we’ve worked hard to say that.

We’ve worked hard to say whether you’re—
whatever your race is, whatever your religion
is, whether you’re straight or gay, whether
you’re old or young, if you show up, play by
the rules, and you try to do your part as an
American, you’re part of our America, and we’re
going forward together. That’s a big deal. That’s
a big deal.

So I know we all want to have a good time.
We’re in this festive atmosphere, and I thank
our hosts for letting me come. I believe I’ve
been here three or four times since I’ve been
President. But I just want you to be serious
enough. This deal is not over yet. Charlie is
not the chairman of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee yet. He ought to be, and I think he
will be, but it depends on what you do.

So you’ve got to promise yourself, every day
between now and the end of the election, you
find somebody that will never show up at one
of these deals and you say, ‘‘Let me tell you
why I’m for Al Gore and Joe Lieberman; let
me tell you why I’m for Hillary and Charlie
Rangel; let me tell you why you ought to sup-
port the Democrats.’’ And tell them what the
difference is on the economy, on the environ-
ment, on health care, on education; run it right
down so they understand.

Don’t let this be one of the times when we
made a mistake because times were so good
we didn’t think we had to think. We do have
to think. You may not get another chance like
this in your lifetime, and if I had anything to
do with it, I am grateful you gave me the chance
to serve.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:10 p.m. at the
Supper Club. In his remarks, he referred to Rep-
resentative Rangel’s wife, Alma, and his daughter,
Alicia; actors Chevy Chase, Ron Silver, and Kevin
Spacey; and former Secretary of the Treasury
Robert E. Rubin.
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Remarks at a Reception for Governor Tom Carper in New York City
October 5, 2000

Thank you very much. First, I will try to
be brief tonight, because most of you have heard
what I have to say. [Laughter]

I want to thank Mark Fox for sticking with
his friend Tom Carper and for helping again,
and for being so kind and generous to me over
these last couple years. I want to thank Denise
Rich for letting me come back into her home
again. I don’t think that Hillary and I have had
a better friend anywhere in America than she’s
been to us for the whole time I’ve been Presi-
dent. Denise, you’ve been wonderful, and I’m
grateful to you. Thank you very much. Yes, give
them a hand. [Applause]

I want to thank Brian Kennedy and Sarah
Clancy for singing. Some of you know this, but
I’m half Irish. And Brian Kennedy sang for me
on November 30, 1995, in Belfast—he’s from
Belfast—with another Irish singer you might
know, by the name of Van Morrison. [Laughter]
Van and Brian sang to a crowd of about 50,000
people in the streets of Belfast, who came there
to see Hillary and me, when I turned on the
Christmas lights. They came because we had
turned on the lights of peace in Northern Ire-
land. I loved hearing him sing again.

But the Irish have meant a great deal to me.
James Galway, the great Irish flutist, probably
the greatest living flutist in the world, has played
at the White House. And Bono, the lead singer
of U2, has been a great friend of mine—now
better known as the leading advocate for debt
relief in poor countries in the entire world. He
has that great sense of humor. When I left
Brian, and I went to Dublin, we had a big
rally in the square there. There were over
100,000 people. And after—Bono was there, and
he had brought me a signed copy of W.B. Yeats’
plays, and had William Butler Yeats in his little-
bitty handwriting. And underneath, there was
Bono’s handwriting. It said, ‘‘Bill, this guy wrote
some good lines, too.’’ [Laughter]

So the Irish have their way, you know, and
they worked their way with us tonight. They
were wonderful. I want to thank Tom Carper
for running for the Senate. When I met Tom
years ago, I was a Governor, and he was a
Congressman. And we worked together in writ-
ing the first major overhaul of the welfare laws,

back in 1988. I liked him then; I like him more
now. He’s been a remarkable Governor. He told
you a little bit about his record.

I think that of all the Governors in the coun-
try, I can honestly say in during his period of
service, no one was more innovative or made
more progress on a wider range of social prob-
lems. And he’s got that sort of disarming ‘‘Aw,
shucks, I’m from the 49th biggest State; you
better watch your billfold when I talk to you
for 5 minutes’’—[laughter]—way about him,
which allows him to be very effective.

But it takes a lot of guts to make the decision,
especially when he made it, to run against the
chairman of the Senate Finance Committee. I
told Tom, I said, ‘‘Two years ago we were out-
spent by $100 million in the congressional races.
This year you may be outspent by $100 million.’’
[Laughter] So you’re helping make sure that
doesn’t happen.

I’d just like to make a couple of general
points. First, I thought Al Gore did a really
good job in those debates, and I was proud
of him. Second, I’m sorry I’m making you miss
Joe Lieberman’s debate, and I’m going to shut
up so you can watch it. Third, a lot of you
here have helped Hillary, and I want you to
know how grateful I am for that. I’m very proud
of her, and she was no slouch in her debate,
either. I thought she was very good. I was really
proud of her.

She’s going home tonight, and we’re going
to get ready for another one on Sunday. But
when I was watching that debate, what I was
thinking is that all you should really hope for,
in a great free society like ours, is that somehow
people will understand the nature of the choices
before them. Because we wouldn’t be around
here, after 224 years, if people didn’t nearly
always get it right. The American people nearly
always get it right, if they have enough time
and enough information. There’s some mys-
terious center that anchors us in our freedom
and our sort of forward progress.

And the only thing I’ve ever really worried
about this election is that I’ve lived long enough
now to know that anybody over 30 can look
back on at least one occasion in his or her
life when you made a colossal mistake, either
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