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to help Mike, because most of you know him,
like him, trust him; he’s your friend. But you
have to understand, most people who vote on
election day never come to one of these events.
Most people who vote on election day, no mat-
ter how many hands he shakes, have not met
the candidate.

And you, every one of you, will see a lot
of people between now and the election, and
you have got to talk to them and tell them
this is the chance of a lifetime for America.
And we can meet these really big challenges,
and they ought to be for Mike Honda, and
they ought to be for Al Gore and Joe

Lieberman, because we believe that we all do
better when we help each other.
Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:11 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to bar-
becue hosts Jessie and Surinder Singh; Danaelia
Mineta, wife of Secretary Norman Mineta; Paul
Pelosi, husband of Representative Nancy Pelosi;
Secretary Mineta’s wife, Danaelia; and State Sen-
ator Liz Figueroa. State Assemblymember Mike
Honda was a candidate for California’s 15th Con-
gressional District. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Statement on the Death of Carl Rowan

September 23, 2000

Hillary and I were saddened to learn of the
death of Carl Rowan, one of America’s most
prolific columnists and social commentators.

Carl Rowan called his autobiography “Break-
ing Barriers,” and that was exactly what he did.
He was, without a doubt, one of our Nation’s
most eloquent voices for human rights and racial
justice. Carl’s passion for progress led him from
a struggling coal mining town to the U.S. Navy,
where he served as one of its first African-Amer-
ican commissioned officers. It led him from the
newsroom to the corridors of power and back
again, to the pages of our Nation’s newspapers.

Carl Rowan served two Presidents and rep-
resented the United States abroad. But he saw
himself first and foremost as a journalist. His
gentle, civil tone only heightened the power of
his commentary, and he felt a special obligation
not only to inform his readers but to enrich
them with new ways of thinking.

Hillary and I will miss Carl Rowan and the
special perspective that he shared with his Na-
tion. Our thoughts and prayers are with his wife,
Vivien, and their three children.

Remarks at a Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee Dinner in

Brentwood, California
September 23, 2000

The President. Thank you.

Audience member. Four more years! [Laugh-
ter]

The President. That's one song we won't sing
tonight. [Laughter] Wow. Well, first, let me
thank Michael and Jena and everyone who
brought us all together for a perfectly wonderful
evening. I think you've actually had a good time.
I hope you have. I have.

And my friend David Foster, thank you for
putting together that show. It was wonderful.

1918

I love Richard Marx’s songs. I'm glad I got
to hear Kayla. Nita was stunning. Jessica took
my breath away. Those of you who love opera
know there’s no 19-year-old in the world who
has an opera voice like that, anywhere. She’s
amazing.

I love the band. I like the sax player over
here. [Laughter] 1 don’t know that I like that
Christian Slater can also sing and that Rob Lowe
plays saxophone better than me. I don’t think
I like that. [Laughter] But we all had a lot
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