
1846

Sept. 15 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

Wen Ho Lee

Q. Mr. President, if you always had doubts
about whether Wen Ho Lee should be in jail,
why didn’t you share those with us until yester-
day? And what do you say to Asian-Americans
who are concerned that his ethnicity may have
played some role in the fact he was detained
for so long?

The President. First of all, I don’t believe
that. I don’t think there’s any evidence of that.
Let’s look at the facts here.

He has admitted to a very serious national
security violation. And the most important thing
now is that he keep his commitment to the
Government to work hard to figure out what
happened to those tapes, what was on the tapes,
to reconstitute all the information. That’s very
important.

In America, we have a pretty high standard,
and we should, under our Constitution, against
pre-trial detention. You have to meet a pretty
high bar. I had no reason to believe that that
bar had not been met. I think the fact that
in such a short timeframe there was an argu-
ment that he needed to stay in jail without bail,
and then all of a sudden there was a plea agree-
ment which was inconsistent with the claims
being made, I thought—that raises a question,
not just for Chinese-Americans but for all Amer-
icans, about whether we have been as careful
as we ought to be about pre-trial detention.

And that’s something that—you know, in a
Government like ours, that was basically forged
out of the concern for abusive executive author-
ity, we sometimes make mistakes, but we nor-
mally make mistakes the other way, where we’re
bending over backwards. So that was my narrow
question. Our staff has talked to the Justice De-
partment about it. I’m sure I’ll have a chance
to talk to the Attorney General. It would have
been completely inappropriate for me to inter-

vene. And I don’t believe she intervened. This
was handled in the appropriate, normal way.

But I want you to understand, there was a
serious violation here. He has acknowledged
that. We have to get to the bottom of what
was on all the tapes. But the narrow thing that
I want to illustrate here is that when the United
States, whenever we hold anybody in prison who
can’t get bail or who is interned for a long
period of time before being charged and con-
victed and sentenced, we need to hit a very
high threshold. That is the specific thing I want-
ed to focus on. And I think that there ought
to be an analysis of whether or not that thresh-
old was crossed, in light of the plea bargain.

But the American people shouldn’t be con-
fused here. That was a very serious offense,
and we’ve got to try to reconstitute what was
on the tapes. That’s the number one thing we
have to do for the national security now.

Middle East Peace Process
Q. Mr. President, on the Middle East, is there

any reason for hope now?
The President. I think my answer to—specific

answer to your question is you should wait; we
should all wait and see. Everybody is working
hard, no big breakthroughs, no reason for hope,
no reason for despair. They’re after it. They
know they’re on a short timeframe, and they’re
working it. But I have nothing to report, and
I’m staying up with it. But we’re working on
it.

But you should be encouraged only by the
fact that they are working. But there are no
breakthroughs, no reason for hope, no reason
for despair.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:42 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

India-United States Joint Statement
September 15, 2000

Prime Minister Vajpayee and President Clin-
ton today reaffirmed the vision they outlined
in March in New Delhi of a closer and quali-
tatively new relationship between India and the

United States in the 21st century. They reiter-
ated their conviction that closer cooperation and
stronger partnership between the two countries
will be a vital factor for shaping a future of
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peace, prosperity, democracy, pluralism and
freedom for this world. They acknowledged that
this vision draws strength from broad political
support in both countries.

The two leaders agreed that the wide-ranging
architecture of institutional dialogue between
the two countries provides a broad-based frame-
work to pursue the vision of a new relationship.
They expressed satisfaction at the pace and pur-
posefulness with which the two countries have
initiated the consultations envisaged in the dia-
logue architecture.

In particular, the two leaders are gratified by
their recent exchange of visits, and by the reg-
ular foreign policy consultations at the ministe-
rial and senior policy levels:

• They expressed satisfaction at the role that
the two countries played in the launch of
the Community of Democracies.

• In the economic arena, they reaffirmed
their confidence that the three ministerial-
level economic dialogues and the High-
Level Coordinating Group will improve the
bilateral trade environment, facilitate great-
er commercial cooperation, promote invest-
ment, and contribute to strengthening the
global financial and trading systems.

• They welcomed the progress of the Joint
Working Group on Counter-Terrorism, and
agreed that it would also examine linkages
between terrorism and narcotics trafficking
and other related issues. They noted the
opening of a Legal Attaché office in New
Delhi designed to facilitate cooperation in
counter-terrorism and law enforcement.

• The two leaders expressed satisfaction that
the joint consultative group on clean en-
ergy and environment met in July and
agreed to revitalize and expand energy co-
operation, while discussing the full range
of issues relating to environment and cli-
mate change.

• They welcomed the establishment of the
Science and Technology forum in July and
agreed that the forum should reinvigorate
the traditionally strong scientific coopera-
tion between the two countries. In that
connection, they noted the contribution of
the two science and technology related
roundtable meetings held in March and
September.

• They also welcomed the recent initiatives
in the health sector, including the joint

statements of June 2000, as examples of
deepening collaboration in improving
health care and combating AIDS and other
major diseases of our time.

The two leaders agreed that India and the
United States must build upon this new momen-
tum in their relationship to further enhance mu-
tual understanding and deepen cooperation
across the full spectrum of political, economic,
commercial, scientific, technological, social, and
international issues.

During this visit, the two leaders had produc-
tive discussions across a wide range of bilateral,
regional, and international developments. In the
economic arena, they agree that India’s con-
tinuing economic reforms, as well as the two
countries’ complementary strengths and re-
sources, provide strong bases for expansion of
economic ties between the two countries. The
two leaders recognized the need to deepen co-
operation on high-tech trade issues. They noted
that the present regime on e-commerce would
be rolled over until the next ministerial meeting
of the WTO, and that the two countries would
cooperate in building a wider international con-
sensus on information technology. The two lead-
ers pledged their joint commitment to bridge
the digital divide, both within and between
countries, so that the benefits of information
technology may advance the economic and social
development of all citizens, rich and poor.

The two leaders expressed satisfaction with
their agreement on textiles. They also affirmed
the need for expansion of bilateral civil aviation
ties and agreed to work toward this goal. They
recognized the contribution that biotechnology
can make to a safe and nutritious food supply,
in offering new options to farmers to address
problems of pests and diseases, while to contrib-
uting to environmental protection and enhancing
global food security. The governments of the
United States and India will explore ways of
enhancing cooperation and information ex-
change, joint collaborative projects and training
of scientists in agriculture biotechnology re-
search. The ongoing vaccine research would be
further strengthened also, making use of
genomics and bioinformatics. The governments
of both the United States and India support
science-based regulatory activities.

They also noted significant progress on other
important economic issues including mutual tax-
ation and investment in the power and other
sectors. In regard to double taxation issues, the
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competent authorities of both sides intend to
soon negotiate an arrangement under which col-
lection or recovery of tax will generally be sus-
pended on a reciprocal basis, during pendency
of a mutual agreement proceeding. To ensure
sustainable economic growth that will lift the
lives of rich and poor alike, the two leaders
committed support for efforts that will make
capital markets more efficient, transparent, and
accountable to attract the billions in private in-
vestment that is needed.

They recognize the need for appropriate tech-
nology for power generation, and the importance
of greater South Asian regional cooperation and
trade in energy, as well as the development and
application of clean technologies that address
our respective problems of urban and water pol-
lution. The leaders noted with satisfaction the
signings of several major commercial agree-
ments, under which U.S. firms will contribute
to the development of the power industry in
India.

The United States and India intend to harness
their cooperation in emerging scientific and eco-
nomic sectors into a partnership for defining
new ways of fighting hunger, disease, pollution,
and other global challenges of our time. The
two leaders pledged their strong commitment
to address the global challenge of the prevention
and control of HIV/AIDS through the close in-
volvement and cooperation between the govern-
ments and civil society in the two countries.
They expressed support for the collaborative
program for research in various areas, including
HIV/AIDS vaccine development, through the
Joint Working Groups of scientists envisaged by
the Joint Statement of June 2000. They agreed
to encourage the formation of a business council
to combat HIV/AIDS with the active involve-
ment and participation of business and industry
to raise awareness in the industrial workplace.

The two leaders discussed international secu-
rity. They recalled the long history of Indo-U.S.
cooperation in UN peacekeeping operations,
most recently in Sierra Leone. The two leaders
agreed to broaden their cooperation in peace-
keeping and other areas of UN activity, includ-
ing in shaping the future international security
system. The two leaders also discussed the
evolving security environment in Asia, recalling
their common desire to work for stability in
Asia and beyond. They agreed that the Asian
Security Dialogue that the two countries have
initiated will strengthen mutual understanding.

The two countries reaffirmed their belief that
tensions in South Asia can only be resolved by
the nations of South Asia, and by peaceful
means. India reiterated its commitment to en-
hancing cooperation, peace, and stability in the
region. Both sides stressed the unacceptability
of continued violence and bloodshed as a basis
for solution of the problems of the region.

The United States and India seek to advance
their dialogue on security and nonproliferation
issues, building upon the joint statement signed
during President Clinton’s visit to India in
March. They reiterated their respective commit-
ments to forgo nuclear explosive tests. India re-
affirmed that, subject to its supreme national
interests, it will continue its voluntary morato-
rium until the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT) comes into effect. The United States
reaffirmed its intention to work for ratification
of the Treaty at the earliest possible date. The
Indian government will continue efforts to de-
velop a broad political consensus on the issue
of the Treaty, with the purpose of bringing these
discussions to a successful conclusion. India also
reconfirmed its commitment not to block entry
into force of the Treaty. India expects that all
other countries, as included in Article XIV of
CTBT, will adhere to this Treaty without res-
ervations. The United States and India reiter-
ated their support for a global treaty to halt
the production of fissile material for weapons
purposes, and for the earliest possible start of
Fissile Material Cutoff Treaty negotiations in
Geneva. The United States noted its moratorium
on the production of fissile material for weapons
purposes and supports a multilateral moratorium
on such production pending conclusion of a
Fissile Material Cutoff Treaty. The United
States and India commended the progress made
so far on export controls, and pledged to con-
tinue to strengthen them. Both countries agreed
to continue their dialogue on security and non-
proliferation, including on defense posture,
which is designed to further narrow differences
on these important issues.

In combating international terrorism, the two
leaders called on the international community
to intensify its efforts, including at the current
session of the United Nations. Noting that both
India and the United States are targets of con-
tinuing terrorism, they expressed their deter-
mination to further reinforce bilateral coopera-
tion in this area. They have agreed to hold an-
other round of counter-terrorism consultations
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in New Delhi later this month, and to pursue
work on a Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty.

Finally, the two leaders also paid tribute to
the contributions of the Indian-American com-
munity in providing a bridge of understanding
between the two societies and in strengthening
the ties of commerce and culture between the
two countries. In this connection, they com-
mended the progress of the initiative to set up

a collaborative Global Institute for Science and
Technology in India. The two leaders agreed
to encourage people-to-people connections be-
tween the two nations, and to enlist the coopera-
tion of all sections of their talented and diverse
societies in support of that goal.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks at a Reception for Hillary Clinton
September 15, 2000

Thank you very much. First, let me thank
Weldon and Connie for getting us all together,
and thank all of you for coming and for contrib-
uting to Hillary’s campaign. I want to thank
the large number of members of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus who were here earlier, who
came by to express their support. I’m looking
forward to being with them and, I suppose, a
lot of you tomorrow night at the dinner.

I won’t keep you long, but I want to make
two or three points. First of all, you ought to
know how you came to be here tonight. Weldon
came up to me one day, and he said, ‘‘So Hillary
is really going to run.’’ I said, ‘‘Yes.’’ He said,
‘‘Well, you know, I’m from New York,’’ and
I said, ‘‘Have I got a deal for you’’—[laughter]—
‘‘and here it is.’’ [Laughter]

Anyway, I am very grateful to him and to
Connie and to all of you for helping Hillary,
and I’ll be quite brief in bringing her on. I’m
very grateful that I had the chance to serve,
and I’m very grateful that the country is in
better shape. And I’m glad that we were able
to do some things that people hadn’t done be-
fore, to reach out to people within our country,
and also beyond our borders, that had too long
been overlooked.

She had a lot to do with that. She went to
Africa before I did. She went to India and Paki-
stan and Bangladesh before I did. She has been
to more countries, trying to help empower poor
people and support democracy and support
women’s rights and support getting girls in
schools where they don’t go to school, than any
First Lady in the history of this country by a
long, long way.

She helped to establish this Vital Voices net-
work of women around the world that have
worked for peace in Northern Ireland. I just
got a—I was just in Nigeria, and when I men-
tioned it, all the members stood up and started
applauding in this audience. The guys in the
audience didn’t know what I was talking about,
but the girls in the audience knew about Hillary
and their deal. It was great.

So I’m grateful for what she did there. What
I want to say is that I think in a lot of ways
this election is as important, in some ways
maybe more important, than the election of
1992, which brought Al Gore and me to the
White House, Tipper and Hillary and our
crowd. Because then the country was in bad
shape, and the people took a chance on me.
But I don’t know that it was much of a chance,
since the country was in bad shape. [Laughter]
Everybody knew that we had to do something
different.

Now, we’re laughing, but you know I’m telling
the truth, right? How many people do you think
went in that room and said in that voting booth,
‘‘I don’t know about this guy. He’s a Governor
of this little State. I’m not sure where it is.
I mean, you know, they say all these bad things
about him, but oh, what the heck’’?

Now, the country is in good shape. And I
think sometimes it’s harder to make a good deci-
sion in good times than it is in bad times, be-
cause you have to actually decide. What do you
want? Where do you want your country to go?
What do you want it to be? And the reason
I feel so strongly about this election, it’s the
first time in 26 years I haven’t been on the
ballot. [Laughter]
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