AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Sept. 13 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

Statement on Action Concerning Japanese Whaling Practices

September 13, 2000

Following Secretary Mineta’s certification that
Japan is undermining international whaling pro-
tections with its expanded whaling program, I
am today directing that Japan be denied future
access to fishing rights in U.S. waters and direct-
ing members of my Cabinet to consider addi-
tional steps we might take, including possible
trade sanctions.

Strong international cooperation has allowed
the recovery of many whale species once pushed
to the brink of extinction. We must work to
ensure that these protections are upheld. I hope
that the steps we take today will encourage
]apan to reverse its actions and respect the
strong international consensus that has helped
bring back some of Earth’s most majestic crea-
tures.

Statement on the Northern Ireland Peace Process

September 13, 2000

I was encouraged by today’s historic first visit
to the White House by the leaders of Northern
Ireland’s new Government, established under
the Good Friday accord. First Minister David
Trimble and Deputy First Minister Seamus
Mallon conveyed to me their absolute commit-
ment to make the new political institutions work
for the benefit of all the people of Northern
Ireland. Although the institutions have only been
fully operating for a matter of weeks, elected
representatives from across the party spectrum
are working together on issues—from economic
development to the environment to health and
education—that hold the key to a better life
for their constituents, who now hold them ac-
countable under devolution of power.

While difficult issues relating to implementa-
tion of the Good Friday accord remain, I am
convinced following today’s meeting that all the
parties can work together to overcome their dif-

ferences and that they fully recognize the impor-
tance of doing so to ensure that these historic
achievements are not lost. The ongoing violence
reminds us of the need for all parties to carry
out their obligations under the accord, and for
those with political aims to pursue them through
exclusively peaceful means.

I am grateful for the invitation extended to
me to visit Northern Ireland. I reaffirm my de-
sire to continue to support the peace process
in any way we can.

Thanks to courageous and determined leader-
ship, the people of Northern Ireland face a
brighter future now than at any time in the
last three decades. As those in zones of conflict
around the world search for hope, they need
look no further than Northern Ireland, whose
leaders have proved that risks for peace are
worth taking.

Statement on the Congressional Effort To Override the Veto of Marriage

Penalty Tax Relief Legislation
September 13, 2000

Through 7 years of tough choices and fiscal
discipline, we have changed record deficits to
surpluses, paid down the debt for 3 years in
a row, and put America on course to be debt-
free by 2012. As today’s vote demonstrates, the

1810

majority in Congress still seems to be deter-
mined to knock America off this path of fiscal
discipline with a 10 year tax plan that will drain
nearly $2 trillion from the surplus and drive
us back into deficits.
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