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Statement on Quality Child Care and After-School Opportunities

September 11, 2000

Today the Urban Institute released a report
highlighting the struggle working parents face
in trying to provide supervised care for their
children before and after school. The report
found that over 4 million children of working
mothers ages 6 to 12 were regularly without
any adult supervision when they were not in
school. While the report highlights that child
care patterns for schoolchildren differ greatly
from community to community, one thing is
clear: Far too many children have no care when
they are not in school. Millions of children with-
out care in the hours after school are in harm’s
way—we know that crime and victimization rates
among school-age children are highest in the
after-school hours. The report also highlights re-
search showing that high-quality after-school
programs can give school-age children access to
academic and enrichment activities that lead to
improved student achievement and better be-
havior.

It is clear from this report that we need to
do a much better job of providing working par-
ents with access to affordable quality child care
or after-school opportunities for their school-
children. That is why I call on Congress to re-
spond to the needs of working parents for more
help. I ask Congress to accept my budget pro-
posal to invest $1 billion in the 2Ist Century
Community Learning Center program to provide
over 2 million children with after-school oppor-
tunities. I also ask that Congress invest in child
care options that can be used to provide child
care for children up to age 13, expand the Child
and Dependent Care Tax Credit to help over
8 million families pay for child care, and boost
the Child Care and Development Block Grant
by an additional $817 million.

NoOTE: This statement was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on September 8 but
was embargoed for release until 12:01 a.m. on
September 11.

Remarks to the Community of Westchester County in Scarsdale, New York

September 11, 2000

Thank you. Patty was really good, wasn’t she?
[Laughter] She did a great job. I want to thank
her for being here, for the work she does as
a parent and the work she does in her day
job for our children.

And thank you Peggy Charren, a long-time
friend of Hillary’s and mine, and of all the chil-
dren of America. Thank you, Andy Spano, for
being here. And thank you, our great friend
Nita Lowey. What a terrific Representative in
Congress she is, and I hope you get a little
help. Thank you.

I want to thank Eileen Lehrer and Ellen
Lazarus and all the people here at the JCC
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who made us feel so welcome today. I even
got to walk downstairs and shake hands with
some of the children and teachers and parents
on what I understand is the first day of school—
[laughter]—which makes this quite appropriate.

This happens to me often—and I'm sure it
will more and more now that Hillary is in poli-
tics as a candidate—but very often I get to
speak last, and everything that really needs to
be said has already been said. [Laughter] Every-
thing that needs to be said has been said. But
what does it all mean? And how can we distill
it? So let me just try.
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