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see the role of China for international peace
and security in this century?

President Clinton. Well, first of all, I think
it was a very good idea by President Jiang to
have the P–5 meet. I was amazed that they
had never met, or hadn’t met in a long time.
And I think it was a very good idea. And we
actually made a specific decision to, as a group,
help the Secretary- General implement his re-
port on peacekeeping and to continue to explore
what else we could do together.

I think it might be a forum in the future
that would provide an opportunity for Chinese
cooperation with the other members of the P–
5 in a way that would be very helpful to the
rest of the world, as well.

President Fidel Castro of Cuba
Q. Could you describe your encounter with

Fidel Castro yesterday?
The President. What Joe said is right. It just

happened. There were a whole lot of people
in a line. I was talking to them. I turned around,
and he was standing there. He apparently had
come up and waited, and we must have—the
encounter lasted just a few seconds. That’s all
that happened.

NOTE: The exchange began at 10:40 a.m. at the
Waldorf-Astoria. In his remarks, the President re-
ferred to White House Press Secretary Joe
Lockhart and United Nations Secretary-General
Kofi Annan. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this exchange.

Statement on a Revision of the United Nations’ Peacekeeping Costs
Assessment Scale
September 8, 2000

I am pleased that so many nations have an-
nounced their support for a revision of the
United Nations’ peacekeeping scale of assess-
ment, a revision that will better reflect the re-
ality of peacekeeping costs in the year 2000.
Much will depend on the outcome of this fall’s
deliberations, including the future of U.N.
peacekeeping.

Specifically, I want to express my personal
appreciation to the countries who have dem-
onstrated leadership by agreeing to assume addi-
tional financial responsibility under the peace-
keeping scale: Antigua and Barbuda, Bulgaria,
Kuwait, Malta, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Roma-
nia, and Slovenia. The formula used for funding

U.N. peacekeeping operations, the so-called
scale of assessment, is long out of step with
today’s realities and is in pressing need of
change.

Yesterday all permanent five members of the
Security Council supported a revision of the
peacekeeping financial structure. My team and
I will be working on this important issue for
the remainder of this administration.

The U.N. General Assembly will be debating
revisions to the scale of assessments over the
next few months. These deliberations will be
guided and inspired by the example of the coun-
tries.

Remarks at a Dinner for Hillary Clinton in New York City
September 8, 2000

Thank you. First of all, I want to thank
Jonathan for this incredible setting. It’s a beau-
tiful place. It makes me want to get in your
line of work, so I can have a place like this.
[Laughter] And I want to thank Jerry Colonna
and Barbara and Fernando and Ann Espuelas

and Andrew Rasiej and all the people on the
host committee and all of you who came tonight
for Hillary and for a better future for this coun-
try.

I want to thank these Senators here. Nothing
I was able to do in the last 8 years would
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