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without the virus, and he basically was affirming
the fact that he was glad he followed his heart,
even though he contracted the virus. He was
glad that he and his wife had had a child who
was free of HIV, and he wanted the world to
do more to get rid of this illness.

And then the President of Nigeria brought
his wife up on stage and embraced her in front
of hundreds of people, and it was all over the
press in Nigeria the next day. It changed the
whole thinking of a nation about how to ap-
proach this disease, to treat the disease as the
enemy but not the people who are gripped with
it. It was an amazing encounter.

So I just say to all of you, we're committed
for the long run. We want to take on the great
human challenges. We want to take on the great
political challenges. There are some things that
you will have to do, but I believe America is

moving inexorably to be a much better partner
over the long run for Africa. It is one of the
things that I was determined to do when I be-
came President. I am more determined today
than I was. And I am more convinced today
that it is not an act of charity. It is an act
of enlightened self-interest for the world that
we should be building together.
Thank you very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 12:50 p.m. at the
Waldorf-Astoria. In his remarks, he referred to
Rev. Jesse Jackson, U.S. Special Envoy to Africa;
President Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria; Tayo
Akimuwagun, peer educator, Nigerian National
Center for Women Development; and John
Ibekwe, president, Nigerian Network of People
Living With HIV/AIDS.
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Thank you very much, Mr. President, Mr.
Secretary-General, members of the Security
Council. We come together in this historic ses-
sion to discuss the role of the United Nations
in maintaining peace and security. I thank Presi-
dent Konare for the moment of silence for the
U.N. workers who died in West Timor yesterday
and ask the Indonesian authorities to bring those
responsible to justice, to disarm and disband
the militias, and to take all necessary steps to
ensure the safety of those continuing to work
on humanitarian goals there.

Today I would like to focus my peacekeeping
remarks on Africa, where prosperity and free-
dom have advanced but where conflict still holds
back progress. I can’t help noting that this his-
toric meeting in this historic Chamber is led
by a President and a Secretary-General who are
both outstanding Africans. Africans” achieve-
ments and the United Nations’ strengths are
evident. Mozambique and Namibia are just two
success stories.

But we asked the United Nations to act under
increasingly complex conditions. We see it in
Sierra Leone, where U.N. actions saved lives
but could not preserve the peace. Now we're
working to strengthen the mission. In the Horn
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of Africa, U.N. peacekeepers will monitor the
separation of forces so recently engaged in bru-
tal combat. In Congo, civil strife still threatens
the lives of thousands of people, and warring
parties prevent the U.N. from implementing its
mandate.

We must do more to equip the United Na-
tions to do what we ask it to do. They need
to be able to be peacekeepers who can be rap-
idly deployed, properly trained and equipped,
able to project credible force. That, of course,
is the thrust of the Secretary-General’s report
on peacekeeping reform. The United States
strongly supports that report. It should be the
goal of our assistance for West African forces
that are now going into Sierra Leone.

Let me also say a word, however, beyond
peacekeeping. It seems to me that both for Afri-
ca and the world, we will be forced increasingly
to define security more broadly. The United Na-
tions was created to save succeeding generations
from the scourge of war. War kills massively,
crosses borders, destabilizes whole regions.
Today, we face other problems that kill mas-
sively, cross borders, and destabilize whole re-
gions.
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A quarter of all the deaths on the planet
now are caused by infectious diseases like ma-
laria, TB, and AIDS. Because of AIDS alone,
life expectancy in some African nations is plum-
meting by as much as 30 years. Without aggres-
sive prevention, the epicenter of the epidemic
likely will move to Asia by 2010, with very rapid
growth rates also in the new independent states.

The affected nations must do more on pre-
vention, but the rest of us must do more, too,
not just with AIDS but also with malaria and
TB. We must invest in the basics, clean water,
safe food, good sanitation, health education. We
must make sure that the advances in science
work for all people.

The United States is investing $2 billion a
year in AIDS research, including $210 million
for an AIDS vaccine. And I have asked our
Congress to give a tax credit of $1 billion to
speed the development in the private sector of
vaccines against AIDS, malaria, and TB. We
have to give the tax credit because the people
who need the medicine can’t afford to pay for
it as it is. We've worked to make drugs more
affordable, and we will do more. And we have
doubled our global assistance for AIDS preven-
tion and care over the last 2 years.

Unfortunately, the U.N. has estimated that
to meet out goals, we will collectively need to
provide an additional $4 billion a year. We must
join together to help close that gap, and we
must advance a larger agenda to fight the pov-
erty that breeds conflict and war.

I strongly support the goal of universal access
to primary education by 2015. We are helping
to move toward that goal, in part, with our effort
to provide school lunches to 9 million boys and
girls in developing nations. For about $3 billion
a year, collectively, we could provide a nutritious
meal to every child in every developing country
in a school in the world. That would dramati-
cally change the future for a lot of poor nations
today.

We have agreed to triple the scale of debt
relief for the poorest countries, but we should
do more. This idea of relieving debt, if the sav-
ings will be invested in the human needs of
the people, is an idea whose time has long since
come, and I hope we will do much more.

Finally, Mr. Secretary-General, you have
called on us to support the millennium eco-
system assessment. We have to meet the chal-
lenge of climate change. I predict that within
a decade, or maybe even a little less, that will
become as big an obstacle to the development
of poor nations as disease is today.

The United States will contribute the first
complete set of detailed satellite images of the
world’s threatened forests to this project. We
will continue to support aggressive efforts to im-
plement the Kyoto Protocol and other objectives
which will reduce the environmental threats we
face.

Now, let me just say in closing, Mr. President,
some people will listen to this discussion and
say, “Well, peacekeeping has something to do
with security, but these other issues don’t have
anything to do with security and don’t belong
in the Security Council.” This is my last meet-
ing; I just have to say I respectfully disagree.
These issues will be more and more and more
in the Security Council. Until we confront the
iron link between deprivation, disease, and war,
we will never be able to create the peace that
the founders of the United Nations dreamed
of. I hope the United States will always be will-
ing to do its part, and I hope the Security Coun-
cil increasingly will have a 21st century vision
of security that we can all embrace and pursue.

Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:08 p.m. in the
Security Council Chamber at the United Nations.
In his remarks, he referred to United Nations Sec-
retary-General Kofi Annan; and President Alpha
Oumar Konare of Mali, president, United Nations
Security Council .
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Joint Statement by the Permanent Members of the United Nations
Security Council on the Millennium Summit

September 7, 2000

We, President Jiang Zeming of the People’s
Republic of China, President Jacques Chirac of
the Republic of France, President Vladimirovich
Putin of the Russian Federation, Prime Minister
Tony Blair of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland and President Wil-
liam Jefferson Clinton of the United States of
America have met in New York on 7 September
2000 and hereby state the following:

Mindful of the special responsibilities of the
Permanent Members of the Security Council in
regard to the maintenance of international peace
and security, we share a solemn commitment
to ensuring that the UN is stronger, more effec-
tive and more efficient than ever before as it
enters the 21st Century.

The challenges facing the UN and the world
community are daunting. To meet such chal-
lenges, the world community’s response must
be quicker, more targeted, and better coordi-
nated than ever before. As the world’s only truly
universal organization—in terms both of its man-
date and its membership—the UN has an essen-
tial role in the 21st Century.

The UN can only be as effective, as creative
and as authoritative as its members will it to
be. Moving into the next century, the Perma-
nent Members of the Security Council pledge,
together with the entire membership, to
strengthen the UN, ensure the authority of the
Security Council and uphold the Purposes and
Principles of the Charter. Bearing primary re-
sponsibility under the Charter for the mainte-
nance of international peace and security, the
Security Council, in particular its Permanent
Members, has an abiding interest in ensuring
that the UN is equipped to meet the challenges
it faces. We therefore commit ourselves to
strengthen the operational capabilities of the Se-
curity Council in this area. Only by strength-
ening our dedication to the Purposes and Prin-
ciples of the UN Charter, and by endowing the
UN with the means to deliver on its many com-
mitments, can we fulfill our obligations to en-
sure that the UN can achieve its full potential.

To this end, we will focus our efforts on the
following priority areas:
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Enhancing Leadership for Peace and Secu-
rity—The UN’s leadership role, particularly in
maintaining international peace and security,
must be strengthened to reflect the organiza-
tion’s changing challenges and priorities. This
evolution must take into account both the shift-
ing face of the world community and the types
of conflicts the UN must confront today. We
commit ourselves to foster a more transparent
and broadly representative UN Security Council
to enhance its effectiveness as the leading body
in the field of international peace and security.

Strengthening Peacekeeping—The nature and
number of international conflicts demanding UN
involvement has shifted fundamentally over the
past decade, a change that has yet to be re-
flected in structural reforms to equip the UN
to fulfill the array of mandates it now faces.
We pledge to move expeditiously to endow the
UN with resources—both operational and finan-
cial—commensurate to the tasks it faces in its
peacekeeping activities worldwide. Enhancing
the United Nations peacekeeping capacity
should strengthen the UN’s central role in con-
flict prevention and settlement. We look to the
recommendations of the Secretary General’s Ex-
pert Panel on Peace Operations as an important
element to be considered in order to ensure
the UN’s effectiveness in this vital arena.

Revitalizing ~ Management—The  breadth,
scope, and complexity of the UN’s activities de-
mand effective leadership. We pledge to support
steps to empower the Secretary General with
a mandate to modernize and streamline the Sec-
retariat further, to evaluate the effectiveness and
efficiency of programs, and to focus the organi-
zation’s resources on priority areas, while bring-
ing closure to activities that no longer warrant
continued investment.

Replenishing Human Resources—The UN’s
most valuable resource is its people. The skill,
vision, and dedication of the UN Secretariat staff
have made possible all that the UN has accom-
plished to date, and will determine the organiza-
tion’s future. We pledge to support prompt steps
to ensure that the UN’s base of human capital,
particularly in the field of peacekeeping, can
be fortified through a process that is transparent,
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