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In the final analysis, all of us in this room and
those whom we represent must be up to the
challenge if the U.N. is to succeed.

This morning I had the opportunity to address
the Assembly in terms of the challenge of mak-
ing peace and of making the U.N. a more effec-
tive instrument of peace. Peace always needs
champions who will stand for it because it will
always have enemies who will stand against it.

Cervantes once said, “Every man is as heaven
made him, and sometimes a great deal worse.”
[Laughter] Mr. Secretary- General, you are a
man as heaven made you, and sometimes a great
deal better. You have made the United Nations
a trusted champion of the values it was founded
to defend on the rough terrain of the real world.
Some have called your hope and optimism, your
lofty goals, idealistic. I say, good for you. Unless

we first imagine the world we want to build,
we cannot achieve it.

And so, Mr. Secretary-General, we thank you
for your idealism. We are glad you are here
in this position at this important time in history.
The world needs you.

I ask all here to join me in a toast to the
Secretary-General of our United Nations.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:02 p.m. in the
North Delegates Lounge at the United Nations.
In his remarks, he referred to President Alpha
Oumar Konare of Mali, president, U.N. Security
Council; and U.N. Millennium Summit cochairs
President Tarja Halonen of Finland and President
Sam Nujoma of Namibia. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Statement on the Death of International Aid Workers in West Timor

September 6, 2000

I was deeply saddened to learn today of the
death of three dedicated international aid work-
ers, including an American citizen, Mr. Carlos
Caseras. Mr. Caseras and his colleagues were
employees of the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees working on an international
humanitarian effort in West Timor. They were
killed, and several of their co-workers were in-
jured by local militias who have been on a ram-
page of violence in West Timor. The United
States has repeatedly called on the Indonesian
Government to take the necessary actions to
disarm and disband these militias. Only such

steps will create a security environment that en-
ables provision of humanitarian assistance, reso-
lution of the refugee problem, and a return to
peace in Timor.

This tragedy gives added urgency to the Indo-
nesian Government’s obligation to turn words
into actions on Timor. The Government of Indo-
nesia must live up to its commitments to restore
order and to ensure the safety and welfare of
all refugees and foreign nationals.

I want to extend my personal condolences
and that of all Americans to Carlos Caseras’s
family and to the families of the other victims.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Legislation To Establish a National

Drunk Driving Standard
September 6, 2000

Dear :

I am writing to convey my strong support
for a critical public safety issue under consider-
ation by the Conference Committee for the FY
01 Transportation Appropriations bill. As you
know, the Senate-passed Transportation Appro-
priations bill includes a provision sponsored by

Senator Frank Lautenberg and supported by
Senate Transportation Subcommittee Chairman
Richard Shelby to help set a national impaired
driving standard at .08 blood alcohol content
(BAC). Currently, 18 states already have .08
BAC in place as the legal limit for drunk drivers,
and I strongly support making this the
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