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Party may be made by filing a single request
with a single payment. These two advantages
should make access to international protection
of trademarks more readily available to both
large and small U.S. businesses.

Third, the Protocol will facilitate the record-
ing internationally of a change of ownership of
a mark with a single filing. United States busi-
nesses experience difficulties effecting valid as-
signments of their marks internationally due to
burdensome administrative requirements for
recordation of an assignment in many countries.
These difficulties can hinder the normal transfer
of business assets. The Protocol will permit the
holder of an international registration to record
the assignment of a trademark in all designated
Contracting Parties upon the filing of a single

request with the International Bureau, accom-
panied by a single payment. To carry out the
provisions of the Protocol, identical imple-
menting legislation, which is supported by my
Administration, was passed by the House of
Representatives and introduced in the Senate.

Accession to the Protocol is in the best inter-
ests of the United States. Therefore, 1 rec-
ommend the Senate give early and favorable
consideration to the Protocol and give its advice
and consent to accession, subject to the declara-
tions described in the accompanying report of
the Department of State.

WILLIAM |. CLINTON

The White House,
September 5, 2000.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Protocol Amending the 1950
Ireland-United States Consular Convention

September 5, 2000

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith, for the Senate’s advice
and consent to ratification, the Protocol Amend-
ing the 1950 Consular Convention Between the
United States of America and Ireland, signed
at Washington on June 16, 1998. Also trans-
mitted for the information of the Senate is the
report of the Department of State with respect
to the Protocol.

The Protocol expands the scope of tax exemp-
tion under the 1950 Consular Convention Be-
tween the United States of America and Ireland
to provide for reciprocal exemption from all
taxes, including Value Added Taxes (VAT) on
goods and services for the official use of the
mission or for the personal use of mission mem-
bers and families. The amendment will provide

financial benefit to the United States, both
through direct savings on embassy purchases of
goods and services as well as through lowering
the cost of living for United States Government
employees assigned to the U.S. Embassy in
Dublin.

Because the Protocol will achieve long-term
tax exemption on the purchase of goods and
services for our embassy and personnel in Ire-
land, I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Protocol and
give its advice and consent to ratification.

WILLIAM |. CLINTON

The White House,
September 5, 2000.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Lithuania-United States

Investment Treaty
September 5, 2000

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-
sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit

1756

herewith the Treaty Between the Government
of the United States of America and the
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