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still part of a $2 trillion plan that would wipe
out the entire projected budget surplus. And
I will say again, that is before we agreed to
take Medicare spending off budget, the Medi-
care taxes, before they had to pay for a privatiza-
tion plan for Social Security, and before they
had to pay for any of their spending plans. They
take away all the money that the country would
have in a balanced budget to invest in education
and health care and the environment for a dec-
ade. It is wrong.

Now, they’ve got a right to try to override
any veto that I make. That’s the way that the
Constitution works. But I wish they would try
just as hard to muster up the two-thirds to raise
the minimum wage for people that are working
40 hours a week, the students that are still sit-
ting in crowded classrooms and trailers, the pa-
tients fighting for the health care they need,
the seniors struggling to pay for prescription
drugs.

You know, if my health holds up, I’ll probably
be one of those people that will be fortunate
enough to have some estate tax to pay one day,
or my heirs will. But I’d kind of like to see
us spend a little time—we seem to spend all
of our time fighting in Congress over what they
want to do to help people who, like me, that
America has been very good to. I think we

ought to spend a little more time working on
the minimum wage, the schoolchildren, the peo-
ple who need the Patients’ Bill of Rights, the
seniors who need the prescription drugs.

This is a great and good country. We should
be fair to everybody. I’m for changes in the
estate tax. All of us are. They all voted for
it, but the Republicans wanted an issue. They
want it to be an all-or-nothing thing, and I just
don’t think that the most fortunate people in
this country should be the only ones that are
considered here.

I think the folks that don’t have anybody up
here lobbying for them and the folks that don’t
have the ability to contribute to any of our cam-
paigns, but to keep this country going day-in
and day-out, their kids deserve a good edu-
cation, too; their parents deserve medicine, too;
and they deserve to have the protections that
the Patients’ Bill of Rights gives that the rest
of us can buy. That’s what I believe, and we’ve
got 5 weeks to give it to them, and we ought
to just saddle up and do it.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:07 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to the Republican Senatorial Cam-
paign Committee.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Protocol to the Madrid Agreement
on International Registration of Marks
September 5, 2000

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith, for the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to accession, the Protocol
Relating to the Madrid Agreement Concerning
the International Registration of Marks adopted
at Madrid June 27, 1989, which entered into
force December 1, 1995. Also transmitted for
the information of the Senate are the report
of the Department of State with respect to the
Protocol and a February 2, 2000, letter from
the Council of the European Union regarding
voting within the Assembly established under
the Protocol.

The Protocol will offer several major advan-
tages to U.S. trademark owners. First, registra-
tion of trademarks internationally will be pos-

sible without obtaining a local agent and without
filing an application in each Contracting Party.
If the United States accedes to the Protocol,
the Protocol will provide a trademark registra-
tion filing system that will permit a U.S. trade-
mark owner to file for registration in any num-
ber of Contracting Parties by filing a single
standardized application in English, and with a
single payment in dollars, at the United States
Patent and Trademark Office (PTO). The PTO
will forward the application to the International
Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Orga-
nization (respectively, the ‘‘International Bu-
reau’’ and ‘‘WIPO’’), which administers the Pro-
tocol. Second, under the Protocol, renewal of
a trademark registration in each Contracting
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Party may be made by filing a single request
with a single payment. These two advantages
should make access to international protection
of trademarks more readily available to both
large and small U.S. businesses.

Third, the Protocol will facilitate the record-
ing internationally of a change of ownership of
a mark with a single filing. United States busi-
nesses experience difficulties effecting valid as-
signments of their marks internationally due to
burdensome administrative requirements for
recordation of an assignment in many countries.
These difficulties can hinder the normal transfer
of business assets. The Protocol will permit the
holder of an international registration to record
the assignment of a trademark in all designated
Contracting Parties upon the filing of a single

request with the International Bureau, accom-
panied by a single payment. To carry out the
provisions of the Protocol, identical imple-
menting legislation, which is supported by my
Administration, was passed by the House of
Representatives and introduced in the Senate.

Accession to the Protocol is in the best inter-
ests of the United States. Therefore, I rec-
ommend the Senate give early and favorable
consideration to the Protocol and give its advice
and consent to accession, subject to the declara-
tions described in the accompanying report of
the Department of State.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
September 5, 2000.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Protocol Amending the 1950
Ireland-United States Consular Convention
September 5, 2000

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith, for the Senate’s advice

and consent to ratification, the Protocol Amend-
ing the 1950 Consular Convention Between the
United States of America and Ireland, signed
at Washington on June 16, 1998. Also trans-
mitted for the information of the Senate is the
report of the Department of State with respect
to the Protocol.

The Protocol expands the scope of tax exemp-
tion under the 1950 Consular Convention Be-
tween the United States of America and Ireland
to provide for reciprocal exemption from all
taxes, including Value Added Taxes (VAT) on
goods and services for the official use of the
mission or for the personal use of mission mem-
bers and families. The amendment will provide

financial benefit to the United States, both
through direct savings on embassy purchases of
goods and services as well as through lowering
the cost of living for United States Government
employees assigned to the U.S. Embassy in
Dublin.

Because the Protocol will achieve long-term
tax exemption on the purchase of goods and
services for our embassy and personnel in Ire-
land, I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Protocol and
give its advice and consent to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
September 5, 2000.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Lithuania-United States
Investment Treaty
September 5, 2000

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit

herewith the Treaty Between the Government
of the United States of America and the
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