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Today’s 1999 national household survey dem-
onstrates that we are continuing to move in the
right direction on the problem of youth drug
and tobacco use in America. The report released
by Department of Health and Human Services
Secretary Donna Shalala and Office of National
Drug Control Policy Director Barry McCaffrey
shows that last year illicit drug use by young
people ages 12-17 declined for the third year
in a row. Since 1997, overall youth drug use
is down by more than 20 percent, and youth
marijuana use has declined by over 25 percent.
In addition, while today’s report shows underage
alcohol use is still at unacceptable levels, it also
shows that tobacco use among young people is
beginning to decline significantly, following a pe-
riod of increases earlier in the 1990’s.

These findings prove that we are successfully
reversing dangerous trends and making impor-
tant progress. However, none of us can afford

Remarks at Georgetown University
September 1, 2000

Thank you very much. When you gave us
such a warm welcome and then you applauded
some of Dean Gallucci’s early lines, I thought
to myself, “I'm glad he can get this sort of
reception, because I gave him a lot of thankless
jobs to do in our administration where no one
ever applauded.” And he did them brilliantly.
I'm delighted to see him here succeeding so
well as the dean. And Provost Brown, thank
you for welcoming me here.

I told them when I came in I was sort of
glad Father O’Donovan wasn't here today, be-
cause I come so often, I know that at some
point, if I keep doing this, he will tell me that
he’s going to send a bill to the U.S. Treasury
for the Georgetown endowment. [Laughter]

I was thinking when we came out here and
Bob talked about the beginning of the school
year that it was 35 years ago when, as a sopho-
more, I was in charge of the freshman orienta-
tion. So I thought I should come and help this
year’s orientation of freshmen get off to a good
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to let down our guard in the fight against drug,
tobacco, and alcohol abuse—especially when it
comes to our children. While we must continue
to engage communities, parents, teachers, and
young people in our efforts to drive youth drug
and tobacco use down to even lower levels, Con-
gress must also play an important role.

When Congress returns to Washington, I urge
them to build on our success by fully funding
my administration’s substance abuse prevention
and treatment initiatives, including the Youth
Anti-Drug Media Campaign, which is sending
a powerful message to young people across the
nation about the dangers of drugs. Congress
should also join Vice President Gore and me
in making the health of our children a priority
by rejecting the interests of big tobacco and
letting the American taxpayers have their day
in court. Working together, we can give our
children healthy drug- and tobacco-free futures.

start. I also was thinking, I confess, after your
rousing welcome, that if I were still a candidate
for public office, I might get up and say hello
and sit down and quit while I'm ahead. [Laugh-
ter]

For I came today to talk about a subject that
is not fraught with applause lines but one that
is very, very important to your future: the de-
fense of our Nation. At this moment of unprece-
dented peace and prosperity, with no immediate
threat to our security or our existence, with our
democratic values ascendant and our alliances
strong, with the great forces of our time,
globalization and the revolution in information
technology, so clearly beneficial to a society like
ours with our diversity and our openness and
our entrepreneurial spirit, at a time like this,
it is tempting but wrong to believe there are
no serious long-term challenges to our security.
The rapid spread of technology across increas-
ingly porous borders raises the specter that more
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