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Section 1211(d) provides that any adjustment
to the control level described in 1211(a) cannot
take effect until 180 days after receipt of this
report by the Congress. Section 1211(e) provides
that the removal of a country from the group
of countries covered by section 1211(b) cannot
take effect until 120 days after the Congress
is notified. Given the rapid pace of technological
change in the information technology industry,
I believe these time periods are too long. I
hope that we can work together to reduce both
notification periods to 30 days.

I have also directed the Secretary of Com-
merce to adjust the licensing requirements for
Tier 2 and Tier 3 countries. The new level
above which an individual license will be re-
quired for exports to Tier 2 countries is 45,000
MTOPS. In addition, I have decided to imple-
ment a single licensing level for Tier 3: the
new level above which an individual license will

be required for exports to Tier 3 countries is
28,000 MTOPS. The aforementioned licensing
adjustments will take place immediately.

I look forward to working cooperatively with
the Congress on these issues.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John W. War-
ner, chairman, and Carl Levin, ranking member,
Senate Committee on Armed Services; Phil
Gramm, chairman, and Paul S. Sarbanes, ranking
member, Senate Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs; Floyd Spence, chairman,
and Ike Skelton, ranking member, House Com-
mittee on Armed Services; and Benjamin A. Gil-
man, chairman, and Sam Gejdenson, ranking
member, House Committee on International Re-
lations. This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on August 31.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the Korean
Peninsula Energy Development Organization
August 30, 2000

Dear lllll:
I transmit herewith the 6-month report re-

quired under the heading ‘‘International Organi-
zations and Programs’’ in title IV of the Foreign
Operations Appropriations Act, 1996 (Public
Law 104–107), relating to the Korean Peninsula
Energy Development Organization.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Ted Stevens,
chairman, and Robert C. Byrd, ranking member,
Senate Committee on Appropriations; C.W. Bill
Young, chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking
member, House Committee on Appropriations;
Senators Joseph R. Biden, Jesse Helms, Patrick
J. Leahy, and Mitch McConnell; and Representa-
tives Sonny Callahan, Sam Gejdenson, Benjamin
A. Gilman, and Nancy Pelosi. This letter was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on Au-
gust 31.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Cyprus
August 30, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with section 13(b) of the Inter-

national Security Assistance Act of 1978, Public
Law 95–384 (22 U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit to
you this report on progress toward a negotiated
settlement of the Cyprus question covering the

period June 1–July 31, 2000. The previous sub-
mission covered events during April and May
2000.

The United Nations resumed its efforts to
bring about comprehensive negotiations between
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the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot commu-
nities in Geneva on July 5. These proximity
talks, which began in December 1999 in New
York, are continuing. However, as my colleagues
at the G–8 Summit in Okinawa and I agreed,
the two parties need to intensify negotiations
in order to bring about a just and lasting settle-
ment. The United States remains committed to
the United Nations process and efforts to bring

about a solution based upon a bizonal,
bicommunal federation.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations. This letter was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on August 31.

Remarks on Returning Without Approval to the House of Representatives
Estate Tax Relief Legislation
August 31, 2000

Thank you very much. I want to thank Sec-
retary Mineta and John Sumption and his wife,
Margaret, for being here. Martin Rothenberg,
thank you very much, and thank you, Sandra,
for being here.

I was listening to them talk, wishing I didn’t
have to say a word. [Laughter] It made me
proud to be an American, listening to those
two people talk. Didn’t they do a good job?
[Applause]

Western Wildfires
Before I begin with the remarks I have on

the estate tax, and since this is my only oppor-
tunity to speak to the American people through
our friends in the press today, I need to make
a statement about continuing efforts to combat
one of the worst wildfire seasons in the history
of America.

For months now, we have been marshaling
Federal resources so that the men and women
fighting these blazes out West will have the tools
they need to protect our public and our lands.
There are already 30,000 Federal, State, and
local personnel engaged in the effort to fight
the wildfires, including four full military battal-
ions. Today I’m releasing another $90 million
to ensure that the Federal firefighters have the
resources they need. Now a total of $590 million
has been spent on emergency funding to combat
these fires. I want you to remember that for
a point I want to make later in my remarks.
These things happen.

There will be no shortage of human effort.
Tomorrow we are dispatching a new marine bat-

talion from Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, to
help fight the Clear Creek fire in Idaho’s Salm-
on-Challis National Forest. Last night we issued
a disaster declaration for Montana and are expe-
diting a similar request from Idaho.

There is a lot to be done out there. Those
people are working hard. The Departments of
Agriculture and the Interior have begun to move
2,000 Federal supervisors into the field to assist
the firefighters and to get adequate compensa-
tion for people that are working long and very
stressful hours.

Our Nation owes a great debt of gratitude
to the firefighters, the managers, and their loved
ones who are making extraordinary sacrifices.
Many of them are literally risking their lives
today in service to their neighbors and their
country. Our losses this year in wildfires have
been much, much, much greater than the 10-
year average.

And I was out in Idaho recently, and I wish
every American could see what they try to do
with those fires and how fast they can move
and how they can go from being a foot high
to 100 feet high in no time at all. So we may
have to do more out there, but they’re doing
their best to protect as much land and to protect
the houses and lives of the people as possible.

Estate Tax Legislation Veto
Now, to the matter at hand. As Secretary

Mineta said, 71⁄2 years ago we charted a course
for a new economy, a new course focused on
giving the American people the tools they need-
ed to make the most of the information age
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