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logistics support (including theater and strategic
lift).

The INTERFET was formally replaced in
East Timor on February 23, 2000, by the United
Nations Transitional Administration in East
Timor (UNTAET). Consequently, the U.S. per-
sonnel who were the subject of my October
8, 1999, report redeployed from East Timor.
The UNTAET, which was established by Secu-
rity Council Resolution 1272, has a mandate that
includes providing security and maintaining law
and order throughout East Timor; establishing
an effective administration; ensuring the coordi-
nation and delivery of humanitarian assistance;
and supporting capacity-building for self-govern-
ment. To implement this plan, the Security
Council authorized UNTAET to deploy up to
8,950 military personnel, 200 military observers,
and 1,640 civilian police.

The United States currently contributes three
military observers to UNTAET. These personnel
are assigned to the United Nations pursuant to
the United Nations Participation Act (Public
Law 79–264), and operate under U.N. oper-
ational control. During June and July 2000, the
U.S. contribution to UNTAET also included one
judge advocate officer.

As I reported to the Congress on February
25, 2000, the United States also maintains a
credible and visible military presence in East
Timor that is separate from UNTAET. This
military presence consists of the U.S. Support
Group East Timor (USGET), comprised of ap-
proximately 30 U.S. personnel who facilitate and
coordinate U.S. military activities in East Timor,
and the rotational presence of U.S. forces
through temporary deployments to East Timor.
These rotational presence operations include
periodic ship visits during which U.S. forces
conduct humanitarian and civic assistance activi-

ties in areas critical to East Timor’s citizens.
United States forces, whether assigned to
USGET or conducting rotational presence oper-
ations, operate under U.S. command and con-
trol, and U.S. rules of engagement. The United
Nations has indicated that East Timor has bene-
fited greatly from U.S. military deployments to,
and engagement activities in, East Timor and
supports the continued U.S. presence there.

At this point, our rotational presence oper-
ations are envisioned to continue through De-
cember 2000. Future rotational presence oper-
ations will likely include rotation of naval assets
and embarked aircraft, and small medical/dental
and engineering civic action programs. Certain
of these forces will be equipped with the normal
complement of defensive weapons. The duration
of our support depends upon the course of
events in East Timor. At present, it is my inten-
tion to continue operations generally at the cur-
rent levels to the end of the calendar year. It
is, however, our objective to reduce the rota-
tional presence operations, as well as to redeploy
USGET as soon as circumstances permit.

I have taken this action pursuant to my con-
stitutional authority to conduct U.S. foreign rela-
tions and as Commander in Chief and Chief
Executive. I am providing this report as part
of my efforts to keep the Congress fully in-
formed, consistent with the War Powers Resolu-
tion. I appreciate the support of the Congress
in this action.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on August 28.

Remarks at the Signing Ceremony for the Tanzania-United States Open
Skies Agreement in Arusha, Tanzania
August 28, 2000

Mr. President, Secretary Slater, Minister
Nyanda, members of the Tanzanian and Amer-
ican delegations, ladies and gentlemen. First,
Mr. President, thank you for your warm wel-

come, and we’ll save your speech. [Laughter]
And thank you for your thoughtful and deep
remarks.
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I’d like to begin by also thanking you for
the warm welcome that you gave to Chelsea
and to Hillary when they were here. They both
fell in love with your country, and Hillary asked
me to give you her regards. Since you’ve just
started a campaign, you will understand that she
is otherwise occupied. [Laughter]

I am honored to be here in a place of peace,
to visit a champion of peace. Tanzania’s story
is too often not the stuff of headlines. For that
I say, congratulations. Think of the headlines
you have avoided. Because you have avoided
headlines about repression, famine, and war, and
instead focused on the steady progress of de-
mocracy and development, being generous to
your neighbors, and being a cause of peace and
cooperation across the region, too many people
in our country do not know enough about your
country. I hope very much that my visit here,
with so many Members of the United States
Congress who are here with me, will help to
change that.

I look forward, Mr. President, to joining you
and President Mandela and the other regional
leaders shortly in your efforts to bring a lasting
peace to Burundi, just the last chapter in the
distinguished history that you have already made
in such a short time.

One of the tragic ironies of life is, sometimes
the most terrible things happen to those who
try to do the most good. You mentioned it was
just over 2 years ago that the terrorist bombs
went off at our American Embassies not far
north of here in Nairobi, and not far south
in Dar es Salaam. They claimed hundreds of
Tanzanian, Kenyan, and American lives.

I believe the terrorists went after Tanzania,
Kenya, and the United States precisely because
we are dedicated to tolerance, understanding,
and cooperation across frontiers and lines of di-
vision. They took a lot of our loved ones, but
as you pointed out, they failed utterly to deter
us from advancing our common principles.

So, 2 years later I would like to say again
to the Tanzanian families and the victims who
survived, we still share your sorrow and your
determination to see justice done. But we are
grateful that your nation has stayed on the
course of peace and reconciliation.

We also want to continue to support you dur-
ing the current drought. We have already pro-
vided substantial food assistance and will con-
tinue to do what is needed. We are also trying
to help both Tanzania and Kenya deal with your

significant refugee problems, which we had a
chance to discuss in our meeting just a moment
ago. We will keep working with you, Mr. Presi-
dent, to promote education and health, to bring
the benefits of the global information economy
to your nation and to the developing world.

I am glad that we were able to support Tan-
zania as one of the first three African countries
to qualify for debt relief under the heavily in-
debted poor countries initiative. So long as these
economic reforms continue, they will be worth
the freeing of $100 million a year, which Tan-
zania can now invest in its greatest resource,
your people.

And I might say, Mr. President, I was very
moved by what you said in our meeting about
how you intend to invest that money. And I
hope that the Members of our Congress will
take home the powerful example that you have
set as a good reason for us to fully fund our
part of the global initiative to relieve the debt
of highly indebted poor countries.

I also want to do more to encourage foreign
investment here. When I last met with you,
Mr. President, you were just finishing a very
successful tour of the United States to promote
American investment here. It has doubled in
the last 5 years. The Open Skies agreement,
just signed, will strengthen our economic ties
further, giving both our countries’ airlines unre-
stricted international access from any airport to
any airport in either country so that more peo-
ple can travel and market their products to more
places at lower cost. It was the first of six such
agreements we have negotiated with African na-
tions, and I am honored that the first was here
in Tanzania.

We will keep working with you, Mr. Presi-
dent, on all these issues, not only because your
success is important in its own right and because
your people deserve a chance to live their
dreams, but because you inspire all those around
you who are struggling to achieve freedom and
peace and reconciliation. I urge you to continue
to inspire them.

I thank you for the power of your example.
I support the work you do. And again let me
say on behalf of all the American delegation,
we are delighted and honored to be here.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:17 p.m. on a ve-
randa at the Kilimanjaro Airport. In his remarks,
he referred to Minister of Communications and
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Transport Ernest Nyanda and President Benjamin
William Mkapa of Tanzania; and former President
Nelson Mandela of South Africa.

Statement on the University of Arkansas Shooting
August 28, 2000

Hillary and I were shocked and heartbroken
to learn of the tragic shooting earlier today at
the University of Arkansas on the first day of
fall classes. While our understanding of the facts
in this case is still developing, we know that
two more lives were taken on a day that should
have been filled with hope and promise for stu-
dents and faculty. Federal law enforcement offi-
cials are assisting local authorities with the inves-
tigation.

Today’s shooting strikes a particularly sad
chord for Hillary and me, who both had the
privilege of teaching at this wonderful institu-
tion. We send our heartfelt thoughts and prayers
along with those of the American public to the
families, the university, and the entire Fayette-
ville community as they work through this dif-
ficult time.

Remarks at the Burundi Peace Talks in Arusha
August 28, 2000

Thank you very much, President Museveni,
President Mkapa, distinguished leaders of the
OAU and various African nations and other na-
tions supporting this peace process. It is a great
honor for me to be here today with a large
delegation from the United States, including a
significant number of Members of our Congress
and my Special Envoy to Africa, Reverend Jesse
Jackson, and Howard Wolpe and others who
have worked on this for a long time.

This is a special day in America and for Rev-
erend Jackson. I think I should just mention
it in passing. This is the 37th anniversary of
the most important civil rights meeting we ever
had: the great March on Washington, where
Jesse Jackson was present and Martin Luther
King gave his ‘‘I Have a Dream’’ speech. I say
that not because I think the situations are analo-
gous but because everybody needs a dream, and
I think whether you all decide to sign this or
not depends in part on what your dream is.

I thank my friend President Mandela for com-
ing in to replace the marvelous late President
Nyerere, to involve himself in this process. After
27 years in prison and 4 years as President of
his country—which some people think is another

form of prison—[laughter]—he could be for-
given if he had pursued other things. But he
came here because he believes in peace and
reconciliation. He knows there is no guarantee
of success, but if you don’t try, there is a guar-
antee of failure. And failure is not an acceptable
option.

So I thank him; I thank the OAU and the
Presidents who are here today. I thank the re-
gional leaders, in addition to Presidents
Museveni and Mkapa, President Moi, President
Kagame, Prime Minister Meles, for their work.
I thank the Nyerere Foundation, Judge Bomani,
Judge Warioba, and I thank the people of Tan-
zania for hosting us here in a city that has be-
come the Geneva of Africa, thanks to many of
you.

I say again, I am honored to be in a place
that is a tribute to the memory of President
Nyerere, and I’m glad that Madam Nyerere is
here today. I met her a few moments ago, and
I thank her for her presence.

I thank President Buyoya and all the Burun-
dians from all the parties who have come to
Arusha and for the efforts you have made.
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