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from Russia as we create a legal framework for
our common efforts.

NotE: H.R. 4249, approved August 2, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106-255.

Statement on the Death of Sister M. Isolina Ferre

August 3, 2000

Hillary and I were saddened to learn of the
death of Sister Isolina Ferre. Her passionate
fight, for more than 60 years, against poverty,
violence, and despair earned her many awards
and countless tributes from all around the world.
Armed only with her faith, she taught gangs
in New York City to solve their differences with-
out violence. In Puerto Rico, her community
service centers, the Centros Isolina Ferre, trans-
formed ravaged neighborhoods by operating
clinics and helping residents to empower them-
selves.

Almost a year ago today, I was honored to
welcome Sister Isolina to the White House and
present her with the Medal of Freedom. At
that ceremony, I said, “Sister Isolina taught peo-
ple to see the best in themselves and in their
communities and made sure they had the tools
to make the most of the gifts God has given
them.”

Her lifetime of selfless commitment to others
will remain her greatest legacy. Our thoughts
and prayers are with her family and many
friends.

Statement on Action To Address Potential Electricity Shortages in

California
August 3, 2000

Today I am directing all Federal agencies to
take steps to reduce consumption of electricity
in California to the maximum extent possible.
As one of the largest power consumers in Cali-
fornia, it is critical that the Federal Government
take every possible step to reduce non-essential
power consumption at Federal facilities in the
State.

During power shortage emergencies, it also
is important that we increase our generation of

power in the West, much of which is supplied
to California customers. Therefore, I also am
directing that Federal agencies that generate
power, and the Federal Power Marketing Ad-
ministrations, take all possible steps to maximize
the amount of electricity that can be delivered
to California.

These short-term measures will assist Cali-
fornia utilities and consumers in meeting elec-
tricity needs during this critical period.

Memorandum on Potential Electricity Shortages in California

August 3, 2000

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Potential Electricity Shortages in
California

The increased demand for electricity during
summer heat waves can make it a challenge

for electric utilities to meet the demands of
their customers. Currently, the supply of electric
power is tight in California due to record de-
mand for electricity. The State faces the possi-
bility of rolling blackouts in some areas. These
conditions put both consumers and businesses
at risk.
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