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that no one else now in our public life can
do and know, just because of the life she has
lived.

It is a very good thing that she is doing,
although T'd just as soon we were out relaxing
somewhere. [Laughter] I am glad that she wants
to do it. I am glad that youre helping her,
and I hope you will help her every day between
now and November, because it’s the best thing
that could possibly happen for the people and
the future of New York and for our country.

Please bring my wife up now to the floor.

Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:57 p.m. in the
Empire Room at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. In
his remarks, he referred to luncheon host Albert
N. Kwok; Korean American Senior Citizens Soci-
ety of New York president John Sehe Jong Ha;
Korean American Association of America presi-
dent Gilliam Kim; and President Kim Dae-jung
of South Korea. The transcript released by the
Office of the Press Secretary also included the
remarks of the First Lady.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Luncheon

in Chicago, Illinois
July 30, 2000

Well, thank you all for being here today. I'm
delighted to be in this beautiful new restaurant.
One of the owners of this restaurant, Phil
Stefani, is a good friend of mine, and in honor
of my coming, he went to Rome. [Laughter]
I don’t know what it means, but it's probably
a pretty good choice. [Laughter]

I want to thank Senator Dick Durbin, one
of the finest human beings and one of the brav-
est people and one of the most eloquent people
who has served in the United States Congress
in my adult lifetime, since I've been covering.
He is an extraordinary human being, and I'm
grateful that he is my friend, and I thank him.

Thank you, Mr. President Middleton, and
thank you, Fred Baron, Leo Boyle, Anthony
Tarricone, all the other members of the ATLA,
for being here today. I want to thank all the
candidates who have come here today. And I
know—Fred told me he’d already introduced
them, but this is a very interesting group of
candidates. We have Ron Klink and Debbie
Stabenow running from the House of Rep-
resentatives for the United States Senate. And
they can both win, and they should win if you
help them. I saw earlier Deborah Senn and
Ed Bernstein. I think Brian Schweitzer is here.
We have a whole slew of House candidates.
One of them, John Kelly from New Mexico,
went to college with me, so I have a particular
interest in seeing him make good. [Laughter]
But he was also a distinguished U.S. attorney.
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But we have this incredible group of people
running for the House. They can win the major-
ity. And now we have an extraordinary new Sen-
ator from the State of Georgia, Zell Miller, who
will be running for election in November. And
believe me, we can win not only the House
but the Senate, as well, if you give them enough
help.

And a number of you have helped the Senate
candidate that I care the most about, in New
York—[laughter]—and 1 want to thank you for
that. And if you haven’t, I hope you will, be-
cause it's a big old tough State. And theyre
trying to take us out, and I think she’s going
in, with your help. So I hope you will, and
I thank you very much for that.

Let me say, normally I don’t speak from any
notes at these events, but I want to do it today
for a particular reason. You make a living mak-
ing arguments, persuading people, knowing
what's on people’s minds, understanding the
predispositions that they bring to any given cir-
cumstance. And this is a highly unusual cir-
cumstance, so I want to talk to you about it
today, because with the conventions of the Re-
publicans in Philadelphia, the Democrats in Los
Angeles, we're beginning to have this election
in earnest.

The first thing I want to do is to say a simple
thank you. You've been thanking me; I want
to thank you. I want to thank you for being
so good to me and Hillary and Al and Tipper
Gore for these 8 years. I want to thank you
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for supporting the civil justice system and, when
it was threatened, the Constitution of the United
States. I want to thank you for supporting ordi-
nary citizens, the people who can’t afford to
come to fundraisers like this but work in places
like this, people who can’t afford to hire lobby-
ists in Washington to plead their case. And I
want to thank you again for supporting the can-
didates here and those who are not here who
can help to give us a new majority in the Con-
gress.

The second thing I'd like to say, with some
humility, I guess, is that your support has been
validated by the record of the last 8 years. This
country is in better shape than it was 8 years
ago. It’s stronger than it was 8 years ago, and
people are better off than they were 8 years
ago.

And as Senator Durbin said, yes, part of it
is economics. We have the longest economic
expansion in history and the lowest unemploy-
ment rate in 30 years, the strongest growth in
40 years, the highest homeownership in history,
all of those statistics. But it’s more than that
as well. This is a more just society. We have
the lowest African-American and Hispanic un-
employment rates ever recorded, the lowest fe-
male unemployment rates in 40 years, the lowest
single-parent household poverty rate in 46 years.
We have rising scores among our students in
schools, the first time in history the African-
American high school graduation rate is equal
to that of the white majority, the highest per-
centage of people going on to college in our
history.

We have cleaner air, cleaner water, safer food.
We set aside more land in the lower 48 States
than any administration in history except those
of the two Roosevelts. And we proved that you
could improve the environment and the econ-
omy at the same time. The welfare rolls have
been cut in half. The crime rate is at a 30-
year low. Gun crime has dropped 35 percent
in the last 7 years. So it's about more than
money. It's about who we are as a people and
how we live together.

Many of you whom I met earlier mentioned
my work in the last couple of weeks on the
Middle East peace process. I've been very hon-
ored to be part of making a more peaceful
world, from the Balkans to the Middle East
to Northern Ireland, trying to reduce the threat
of terrorism and weapons of mass destruction
and trying to build a positive set of relationships

with countries throughout the world. And Amer-
ica is better positioned than it was 8 years ago.

Now, here’s the most important thing: Now
what? What are we doing with this prosperity?
That's my answer and your answer, but how
do we get it to be America’s answer? What
are we going to do with this remarkable moment
of prosperity? Will we use it as a precious, once-
in-a-lifetime gift to meet the big challenges and
seize the big opportunities of this new century?
Or will we do what often happens in democ-
racies, when things are going well, and break
our concentration and sort of wander through
this election?

The outcome of the election, who wins, de-
pends on what people think the election is really
about. Now, on our side, we've got people led
by Vice President Gore who have brought
America back and who have great ideas for
keeping this positive change going. On their
side, they have people led by their Presidential
and Vice Presidential nominees who are speak-
ing in very soothing, reassuring ways about com-
passion and harmony and inclusion. Gone are
these harsh personal attacks that dominated
their politics from 92 to "98.

You watch their convention. I bet butter
wouldn’t melt in their mouth for the next few
days. [Laughter] It is appealing as a package
and a terrific marketing strategy. But that ob-
scures the differences between the candidates
for President, the candidates for Senate and
Congress, and, fundamentally, the different ap-
proaches between the two parties. And it is just
what they mean to do, because on issue after
issue, this ticket is to the right of the one that
Al Gore and I opposed in 1996.

So this election—you just need to know three
things about it. It is a big election; there are
big differences; and only the Democrats want
you to know what the differences are. What
does that tell you about who you ought to vote
for? [Laughter]

It is a big election, but a lot of people don’t
think so. Story after story after story that our
friends in the press write indicate that people
aren’t sure what the differences are between
the candidates for President. “Do they have dif-
ferent approaches to crime and gun safety? Do
they have different approaches to the economy?
Do they really have different approaches to
health care? They both seem like compassionate
people. Who could mess this economy up, any-
way? I mean, it’s so strong. And maybe there
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aren’t any real consequences, and so maybe we
should give the other side a chance. We had
it for 8 years.”

Now, how many times in your own life—
if you're over 30 years old, every person in this
room over 30 at some point in your life has
made a mistake, not because your life was so
full of difficulty but because things were going
along so well you thought there was no penalty
to the failure to concentrate. A lot of you are
nodding your head. That’s true. You know that’s
true. If you live long enough, you’ll make one
of those mistakes.

And countries are no different than people.
Things are going along well; they kind of relax,
feeling good. I'm glad everybody is feeling good.
But wouldn't it be ironic if, as a consequence
of the good feeling of America now and our
yearning to sort of have everything come out
all right, that the people that made the decisions
and paid the price were punished for the error
they helped to bring about? Now, that’s basically
the issue in this election.

And so I say to you, I don’t blame our friends
in the Republican Party. If I were them, I would
be trying to obscure the differences between
us, too, because it’s the only way they can win.
[Laughter] 1 mean, it's a good strategy, and
they're doing it very well. And theyve got a
great package, and they just hope nobody ever
unwraps the package to look and see what’s
inside.

Now, this is America, and people should do
whatever they think they can do to get elected.
But if that happens and if the electorate goes
into the polling place in November without
knowing what the real differences are, that’s our
fault, not theirs. You can’t blame them for trying
to get elected. They want back in in the world’s
worst way. And all those interest groups that
are behind them want back in in the world’s
worst way. And you know some of the things
they want to do if they could get the White
House and the Congress, don’t you? And you
can’t blame them. Theyre just doing what
they're supposed to do; theyre trying to win.

And the American people almost always get
it right, almost always—for over 220 years now,
if they have enough time and enough informa-
tion to make a good choice. That’s our job.
And that’s your job, because you make argu-
ments for a living, so you are uniquely posi-
tioned to influence the outcome of this election,
not so much by your money as by your insight
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and your persuasiveness and understanding. And
you have to take it on.

Let me just give you an example. What you've
got to convince people of is, “Look, an election
is a decision. It’'s a choice, and choices have
consequences. If you like the consequences of
your choice, you should vote for that person.
But let’s just look at some of them. Number
one, on economic policy, the goal ought to be
to keep this recovery going and spread its bene-
fits to more people, right? Okay. What's our
policy? Our policy is: Stay with what works; keep
investing in America’s future, in education, in
science and technology and health care; keep
paying down the debt; get us out of debt, so
the interest rates will stay low; save Social Secu-
rity and Medicare for the baby boom generation
and add a drug benefit to Medicare, and give
the people a tax cut we can afford and still
do that stuff—for college education, for long-
term care, for child care, for people with a
lot of kids to save for retirement; have a tax
cut but don’t let it interfere with our obligation
to invest in our children’s education, to save
Medicare and Social Security and get us out
of debt.”

What's their side? They can say it better.
Their side is, “Hey, it’s your money. We've got
it. It's a surplus. We want to give it back to
you. That’s the problem with the Democrats.
They never saw a program they didn’t like. It’s
your money. We're going to give it back to
you.” And they propose to spend, at least from
the taxes they passed in the last 12 months
to the one that their candidate for President
is advocating and is in the Republican platform,
over $2 trillion in tax cuts over the next 10
years. And they say, “Well, so what? We're sup-
posed to have a surplus of $2 trillion.” Now,
never mind the fact that that, number one, gives
them no money for their own spending prom-
ises.

Did you ever get one of those letters in the
mail from Publishers Clearing House, Ed
McMahon? “You may have won $10 million.”
Did you go out and spend the $10 million the
next day? If you did, you should support the
Republicans this year. [Laughter] If not, you'd
better stick with us. You better stick with us.

Folks, that money is not there yet. That
money is not there yet. If we invest this year
in education and we say we want to spend this
much next year and the money doesn’t come
in, we don’t have to spend it. But once you
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cut taxes, it’s gone, and it's pretty hard to get
a bunch of politicians to come back in and raise
them again because the money didn’t mate-
rialize. So you've got to tell people that.

Look at your friends and say, “Listen, if I
ask you to sign a contract right now, committing
to spend every penny of your projected income
over the next 10 years, would you do it? If
you would, you should support them. If not,
you'd better stick with us. Keep this economy
going.”

I got an economic analysis last week from
a professional economist that said that Vice
President Gore’s economic plan would keep in-
terest rates at least one percent lower—at least
one percent lower—than his opponent’s plan
over the next decade. Do you know what that’s
worth?—$250 billion in home mortgage savings,
$30 billion in car payment savings, $15 billion
in student loan payments. That’s a pretty good
size tax cut, and besides, you get a healthy econ-
omy, and you get America out of debt. It's a
huge difference. People don’t know it. It’s up
to you to make sure they do.

Let me just take one or two others. In health
care, we want to lengthen the life of Medicare
and Social Security. We want to add a Medicare
drug benefit that all of our seniors can afford,
We want a Patients” Bill of Rights. On those
three issues they say, “No, no, no. No length-
ening the life of Medicare and Social Security.”
Indeed, one of the tax cuts they passed this
week would take 5 years off the life of Medi-
care. “No Patients’ Bill of Rights with the right
to be vindicated if you get hurt. No Medicare
drug benefit that all of our seniors can afford
who need it.”

On crime, we say, “Put more police out there,
and do more to take guns out of the hands
of criminals and kids. Specifically, close the gun
show loophole; mandate child trigger locks; don’t
import large capacity ammunition clips to get
around the assault weapons ban.” And the Vice
President says—and I agree with him—"Make
people who buy handguns get a photo ID li-
cense like people who buy cars, showing that
they passed a background check and they know
how to use the gun safely.”

They say “No, no, no, no. Instead, have more
people carrying concealed weapons—in church,
if necessary.” [Laughter] That’s their record and
their position. Now, that’s a clear choice. People
don’t know that. Did you see that survey last
week of suburban women voters who care a

lot about this issue? And they had no idea what
the differences were.

Now, the chief political argument is that the
head of the NRA said they'd have an office
in the White House if the Republicans win.
But what I want to tell you is something more
profound. They won't need an office in the
White House, because theyll do what they want
to anyway, because that’s what they believe.

Look, I think we have got a chance here
to get away from this politics of personal de-
struction. We should say that our opponents are
honorable, good, decent, patriotic people, and
we have honest disagreements with them. The
only thing we disagree with is, theyre trying
to hide the disagreements. So let’s tell the
American people what the differences are and
let them decide. And whatever they decide, we
can all go on about our business and be happy
with our lives because democracy is working.
But we can’t if they don’t know.

Let’s look at the environment. We say we
should have higher standards for the environ-
ment and deal with the problems of climate
change, and we can improve the environment
and the economy at the same time. And they
don’t believe that, basically. And one of the spe-
cific commitments made by their candidate in
the primary—something they hope all you for-
get; they hope you have selective amnesia about
the Republican primary—but one of the specific
commitments made was to reverse my order
establishing 43 million acres that are roadless
in our national forests, something the Audobon
Society said was the most significant conserva-
tion move in the last 40 years. Now, theyre
on record committing to repeal that.

So there’s a difference there. People need
to know what the differences are, and if they
agree with them, they should vote for them.
If they agree with us, they can vote for us.
But they ought to know.

I'll give you a couple other examples. Hate
crimes legislation: We're for it; their leadership
is opposed to it because it also protects gays.
Employment  nondiscrimination  legislation:
We're for it; they're against it. Raising the min-
imum wage: We're for it; theyre against it.
More vigorous civil rights enforcement and in-
volvement: We're for it; they're against it.

Now, all the big publicity is about, in the
last few days, an amazing vote cast by their
nominee for Vice President when he was in
Congress against letting Nelson Mandela out of
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jail. And that takes your breath away. But Mr.
Mandela got out of jail in spite of that congres-
sional vote. Most of the Congressmen voted to
let him out. He became President of South Afri-
ca, and the rest is history.

I'm worried about the people now whom I've
tried to put on the Court of Appeals who are
African-American and Hispanic, who are being
held in political jail because they can’t get a
hearing from this Republican Senate, and their
nominee won't say a word about it—never.

The Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals in the
southeastern part of the United States has never
had an African-American, but it has more Afri-
can-American citizens than any other one. I've
been trying for 7 long years to fix it, and they've
blocked every one. They are so determined to
keep an African-American off the court that they
have allowed a 25 percent vacancy rate on the
fourth circuit—just to keep an African-American
off the court.

There are two now I've got up there. They
could prove me wrong. Give them a hearing,
and confirm them. In Texas, I nominated a man
named Enrique Moreno from El Paso that the
Texas State trial judges said was one of the
best lawyers in west Texas, a guy that graduated
at the top of his class at Harvard, came out
of El Paso and did that. He got the highest
rating from the ABA. And the Texas Republican
Senators said he wasn't qualified. And by their
likes, he’s not qualified because he’s not a guar-
anteed ideological purist vote.

And the leader of the Republican Party in
Texas, now the leader of the American Repub-
lican Party, all he had to do was say, “Give
this man a hearing. This is wrong.” But not
a peep. So let's worry more about Moreno—
Mandela took care of himself just fine—and the
people in the fourth circuit and the other peo-
ple. This is a big issue.

Now, I'm sure they have principled reasons.
They really want somebody on the Court of
Appeals. They think it would be a better country
if people toed the ideological line. I have ap-
pointed the most diverse and the highest rated
group of judges in the last 40 years, and I didn’t
ask them what their party lines were.

Now, that leads me to the last point. I think
the last place where there is a clear choice is,
choice and civil rights enforcement and the civil
justice system. The next President will make
two to four appointments to the Supreme Court,
almost certainly. The Vice President has said
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where he stands on this. Their nominees are
both avowed opponents of Roe v. Wade, and
their nominee for President said the people he
admired most in the Supreme Court were Jus-
tices Thomas and Scalia, those that are the most
conservative.

Now, I'll bet you anything nobody gets up
and gives a speech about this in Philadelphia.
But it’s a relevant thing. It will change the shape
of America far beyond the lifetime of the next
Presidency.

So I say to you—and I'm not attacking them
personally. These are differences. And I don’t
even blame them for trying to hide the dif-
ferences because they know if the folks find
out, theyre toast. [Laughter] 1 don’t blame
them. But I have worked so hard to turn this
country around. I have done all I could do.
And I don’t want my country to squander the
opportunity of a lifetime, the opportunity of a
generation to build the future of our dreams
for our children. That’s what I want.

And I think what’s best for America is Al
Gore. That's what I really believe. That's what
I believe. He’s done more good in the office
of Vice President than anybody who ever held
it. We've had some great Presidents who were
Vice President. None of them did remotely as
much for America as Vice President as he has,
from casting the tie-breaking vote on the budget
to casting the tie-breaking vote for gun safety
in this year; from managing our downsizing of
the Government to the smallest size in 40 years
to making sure that we pass an E-rate in the
Telecommunications Act that can make sure all
the poor schools in this country could hook up
to the Internet; from managing a lot of our
environmental programs to managing a lot of
our foreign policy with Russia, Egypt, and other
countries.

There has never been anybody who has had
remotely as much influence as Vice President
as he has. And therefore, he is, by definition
then, the best qualified person in our lifetime
to be President.

The second thing you need to know is, there
is a big difference in economic policy. I've al-
ready said that, but if you want this thing to
go on—everybody who wants to live like a Re-
publican needs to vote Democrat this year.
[Laughter] Now, if you want it to go on, you've
got to do it.

And the third thing that you need to know
about him is he understands the future. He
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understood the potential of the Internet to carry
the Library of Congress when it was the private
province of Defense Department physicists.
Don’t you want somebody like that in the White
House when we have to decide who gets a hold
of your medical and financial records that are
on the Internet?

He understands the potential of the human
genome project and this whole biomedical revo-
lution. Don’t you want someone like that in
the White House when we have to decide
whether someone can deny you a job or a pro-
motion or health insurance based on your gene
map?

He understands climate change. People made
fun of him 12 years ago. When we ran together
in "92, they made fun of him. Now the oil com-
panies acknowledge that climate change and
global warming are real, and it’s going to change
the whole way our children live unless we deal
with it. Wouldn’t you like someone in the White
House that really understands that? You need
somebody that understands the future. It’s going
to be here before you know it.

And the last thing T'll say—it's what you al-
ready know or you wouldn't be here—this is
the most diverse, interesting country we've ever
had. We're going out into a world that's more
and more interdependent, where we have obli-
gations to people around the world that we must
fulfill if we want to do well ourselves. And I
want someone in the White House that will
take us all along for the ride, and he will.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:30 p.m. at the
437 Rush Restaurant. In his remarks, he referred
to Richard H. Middleton, Jr., president, Fred
Baron, president-elect, Leo Boyle, vice president,
and Anthony Tarricone, member, board of gov-
ernors, Association of Trial Lawyers of America
(ATLA); U.S. senatorial candidates Deborah Senn
of Washington, Ed Bernstein of Nevada, and
Brian Schweitzer of Montana; Republican Presi-
dential candidate Gov. George W. Bush of Texas
and Vice Presidential candidate Dick Cheney; Ed
McMahon, Publishers Clearing House Sweep-
stakes spokesperson; and Wayne LaPierre, execu-
tive vice president, National Rifle Association.

Remarks to the Association of Trial Lawyers of America in Chicago

July 30, 2000

President Middleton, after your remarks, if
I had any sense, I wouldn’t say anything. I'd
just sit down. [Laughter] 1 want to thank you,
and thank you, Fred Baron, my longtime friend,
for inviting me here. There are so many of
you here that I've had the honor of working
with over the last 72 years, sometimes even
longer.

I am proud of the fact that this organization
and its members have been standing up for the
rights of wronged and injured Americans since
1946. Now, that was before we had the EPA
or the Consumer Product Safety Commission,
the Occupational Safety and Health Administra-
tion, or the Clean Air or Clean Water Act. It’s
important to remember that those protections
and many others were written into the law after
years of lawsuits that highlighted the problems
we faced and wrongs that were done.

What is the lesson of all this? That the public
interest requires both reasonable access to the

courts and responsible action by Congress. We
have done what we could in the last 7' years
to move toward accountability in the courts on
three issues—tobacco, guns, and patients’
rights—and to keep the American people’s avail-
ability of a civil justice system alive and well.

But only Congress can pass laws that will hold
tobacco companies, gun manufacturers, and
health plans accountable for the choices they
make and the consequences of those choices.
So I hope Congress will also help us because
I know that everybody in this room agrees that
an ounce of prevention in law is worth a million
dollars in curative lawsuits.

We've worked for 7% years now to protect
our children from the dangers of tobacco, thanks
in large measure to the leadership of Vice Presi-
dent Gore, and Senator Dick Durbin from Illi-
nois, who has been with me through much of
this day. Now the Justice Department is leading
our efforts to get tobacco companies to repay
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