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to those who did it. And I think I have a pretty
good legacy here with our economy, with our
social progress on crime, on welfare, on edu-
cation, on health care for the elderly, for chil-
dren. And T am proud of what I have done
in the Middle East, in the Balkans, in Northern
Ireland, in Africa, in Latin America.

This has nothing to do with my legacy. All
my life, I have wanted to see peace in the
Middle East, and I promised myself when I
got elected President, I would work until the
last day to achieve it. This is not about me.
It’s about the children who live in the Middle
East. It’s about whether those children will be
living together or living apart, whether there
will be fighting or learning together.

Q. And you're convinced it can be done?

The President. Absolutely. And if it doesn’t
happen while I'm here, 1 just want to know
that I have done everything I possibly could
to make sure it will happen as soon as possible.
But I am absolutely convinced that we can do
it and that we should do it before the end
of the year, because the parties have committed
themselves to this September deadline. The par-

ties came to Camp David; nobody had to come.
Prime Minister Barak thought it was a good
time, and I knew if we didn’t do it, we would
never get around to dealing with this.

We have a saying in America, this is like
going to the dentist without having your gums
deadened, you know? It’s like having somebody
pull your teeth with no painkiller. This is not
easy. This was hard for these people. But if
we hadn’t started—you know, you never get to
the end of the road unless you get out on the
road and take the first step. And this was a
huge, important thing.

Q. Mr. President, thank you very much.

The President. You're welcome.

NoOTE: The interview was recorded at 5:42 p.m.
on July 27 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for later broadcast and was embargoed for
release until 3 p.m. on July 28. In his remarks,
the President referred to Prime Minister Ehud
Barak of Israel and Chairman Yasser Arafat of the
Palestinian Authority. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this interview.

Statement on the Stability Pact for Southeast Europe

July 28, 2000

A year ago in Sarajevo I joined leaders from
Europe, other nations, and the international fi-
nancial institutions to launch the Stability Pact
for Southeast Europe in the aftermath of the
Kosovo conflict. Working closely with our part-
ners in Europe and the region, I am proud
of the progress that we have made. We have
promoted political and economic reform, pro-
vided financial support for the region’s economic
development, and advanced the membership of
southeast European countries in key inter-
national institutions.

Europe, appropriately, is leading this effort,
joining international financial institutions in
pledging over 85 percent of assistance to the
region. The United States is doing its part by
contributing to more than 50 Quick Start
projects to improve infrastructure, attract invest-
ment, reinforce human rights, and fight crime
and corruption. This week we established with
the European Bank for Reconstruction and De-
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velopment a $150 million fund to promote small
and medium businesses in the region. We also
launched a $150 million regional equity invest-
ment fund to invest in telecommunications, con-
sumer goods, and other sectors in the region.
Initial reforms have led to the beginning of re-
newed economic growth this year. Private in-
vestment is up, and inflation is down. Demo-
cratic values and structures are growing strong-
er. In Kosovo, the first democratic local elec-
tions will be held this fall.

While results since the Stability Pact summit
are encouraging, the last aggressive dictatorship
in Europe remains a threat to peace. We will
continue to support the democratic opposition
in Serbia and the people of Montenegro until
they can take their rightful place among the
free and prosperous people of Europe. With
continued commitment by both the region and
the international community, we can achieve our
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common vision of building a peaceful, undi-
vided, and democratic Europe.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National

Emergency With Respect to Iraq
July 28, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C.1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a notice stat-
ing that the emergency is to continue in effect
beyond the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed notice,
stating that the Iragi emergency is to continue
in effect beyond August 2, 2000, to the Federal
Register for publication.

The crisis between the United States and Iraq
that led to the declaration on August 2, 1990,
of a national emergency has not been resolved.
The Government of Iraq continues to engage
in activities inimical to stability in the Middle

East and hostile to United States interests in
the region. Such Iraqi actions pose a continuing
unusual and extraordinary threat to the national
security and foreign policy of the United States.
For these reasons, I have determined that it
is necessary to maintain in force the broad au-
thorities necessary to apply economic pressure
on the Government of Iraq.
Sincerely,

WiLLIAM |. CLINTON

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. The
notice of July 28 on continuation of the national
emergency with respect to Iraq is listed in Appen-
dix D at the end of this volume.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the National

Emergency With Respect to Iraq
July 28, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

As required by section 401(c) of the National
Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and section
204(c) of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703(c),
I transmit herewith a 6-month periodic report
on the national emergency with respect to Iraq
that was declared in Executive Order 12722 of
August 2, 1990.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM |. CLINTON

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. The
notice of July 28 on continuation of the national
emergency with respect to Iraq is listed in Appen-
dix D at the end of this volume.
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