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feet. Its scenic quality—a large network of grass-
land and forested mountains, surrounded by the
caldera rim—does not exist elsewhere in the
Southwest. It provides habitat to a broad range
of species, including one of the largest elk herds
in the continental United States, black bear,
mountain lion, Mexican spotted owl, goshawk,
peregrine falcon, and Rio Grande cutthroat
trout. Its vegetation reflects a high level of eco-
logical diversity, and includes grasslands, pon-
derosa pine, spruce, Douglas fir, and aspen.

The Jemez Wild and Scenic River, which
originates in the Caldera, as well as the San
Antonio, Jaramillo, and La Jara Creeks, all have
outstanding fishery resources. Baca Ranch also
adjoins the Santa Fe National Forest and Ban-
delier National Monument, and its protection
will enhance the values of those properties as
well.

The special designation of the ranch as the
Valles Caldera National Preserve will help en-
sure the protection of important scenic and nat-
ural values. Baca Ranch has been well managed
by its current owners, who permit selective graz-
ing, timber harvest, fishing, and hunting—all in
a manner that respects and preserves the under-
lying resource. The bill creates a unique man-
agement structure for this unique property. A
Board of Trustees, with each member providing
a particular expertise in the range of issues
raised by the management of this property, will
make decisions about Baca Ranch in a process
that fully involves the American public—the real
owners of the land. It is my hope that a member

of the Native American community in New
Mexico be included on this Board. This legisla-
tion makes clear that the managers of this prop-
erty will make resource protection a top priority,
and that sustainable multiple uses and financial
self-sufficiency will be pursued to the extent
consistent with protection of these irreplaceable
resources. The Baca Ranch is a working ranch
today, and the goal is to make it a model of
sustainable practices, ensuring resource protec-
tion and providing for public recreational uses.

The purchase of the Valles Caldera is one
of the most significant Federal land acquisitions
in recent history and is a prime example of
what we can achieve through my Lands Legacy
Initiative. The permanent funding source for
conservation that I am working with the Con-
gress to provide will guarantee that places like
the Valles Caldera will not disappear, but will
be protected for all to enjoy. The acquisition
of this irreplaceable resource has been a top
conservation priority for my Administration and
many in the Congress. This Act protects a mag-
nificent natural resource for New Mexicans and
all Americans, and we can all be proud of this
legacy that we leave for generations to come.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
July 25, 2000.

NOTE: S. 1892, approved July 25, was assigned
Public Law No. 106–248.

Memorandum on Strategy for the Development and Transfer of Assistive
Technology and Universal Design
July 25, 2000

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Strategy for the Development and
Transfer of Assistive Technology and Universal
Design

It is my Administration’s policy to accelerate
the development and deployment of assistive
technology and technology that promotes uni-
versal design. Assistive technology maintains or
improves the functional capabilities of people

with disabilities. Universal design is the design
of products and environments that enables all
people to use these products, to the greatest
extent possible, without the need for adaptation
or specialized design. Assistive technologies and
products that incorporate universal design prin-
ciples can significantly improve the quality of
life for people with disabilities and increase their
ability to participate in the workplace.

Therefore, to improve the quality of life for
people with disabilities, I direct as follows: (a)
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The Interagency Committee on Disability Re-
search (ICDR) shall, within 120 days from the
date of this directive, publish a report identi-
fying priority areas for the advancement of as-
sistive technologies and universal design capa-
bilities. This report should be prepared in co-
operation with the disability and the research
communities. The report should cover tech-
nologies needed for improving or increasing:

• Sensory functioning, such as digital tech-
nologies to enhance speech intelligibility;

• Mobility enhancement, such as advanced
prosthetic devices;

• Manipulation ability;
• Cognitive function;
• Accessibility of information and commu-

nications technology, such as text-to-speech
and speech recognition systems; and

• Accessibility to, and mobility within the
physical environment.

(b) Following the issuance of this report, each
agency that participates in the Small Business
Innovation Research program (SBIR) shall, con-
sistent with current law, develop a strategy for
enhancing the transfer of technology that can
contribute to the needs and requirements identi-
fied by the ICDR. This strategy must address
both intramural and extramural research and de-
velopment. Agencies shall publish their strate-
gies 6 months after the issuance of the ICDR
report. Agency strategies should include, but not
be limited to, the development of focused solici-
tations under the SBIR program.

This memorandum does not create any right
or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforce-
able by law, by a party against the United States,
its officers, its employees, or any other person.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Message to the Senate Transmitting Optional Protocols to the Convention
on the Rights of the Child
July 25, 2000

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving advice and consent

of the Senate to ratification, I transmit herewith
two optional protocols to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, both of which were adopted
at New York, May 25, 2000: (1) The Optional
Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of
the Child on Involvement of Children in Armed
Conflict; and (2) The Optional Protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the
Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child
Pornography. I signed both Protocols on July
5, 2000.

In addition, I transmit for the information
of the Senate, the report of the Department
of State with respect to both Protocols, including
article-by-article analyses of each Protocol. As
detailed in the Department of State report, a

number of understandings and declarations are
recommended.

These Protocols represent a true breakthrough
for the children of the world. Ratification of
these Protocols will enhance the ability of the
United States to provide global leadership in
the effort to eliminate abuses against children
with respect to armed conflict and sexual exploi-
tation.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to both Protocols and
give its advice and consent to the ratification
of both Protocols, subject to the understandings
and declarations recommended in the Depart-
ment of State Report.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
July 25, 2000.
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