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Letter to Congressional Leaders on Review of Title III of the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996

July 14, 2000

Dear :

Pursuant to subsection 306(c)(2) of the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD)
Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-114), (the “Act”),
I hereby determine and report to the Congress
that suspension for 6 months beyond August
1, 2000, of the right to bring an action under
title IIT of the Act is necessary to the national
interests of the United States and will expedite
a transition to democracy in Cuba.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

The President’s Radio Address
July 15, 2000

Good morning. Today I want to talk about
what we as a nation must do to keep our eco-
nomic expansion going and extend its benefits
to every American.

For more than 7 years now, our Nation has
followed a course of fiscal discipline that has
paid tremendous dividends for the American
people. We made tough choices, cut our deficits,
paid down our debt. We've strengthened and
extended the life of Social Security and Medi-
care. And we made the investments that matter
most for America’s future in education, in health
care, in the environment, in science and tech-
nology, and in targeted tax cuts.

But in recent weeks, the Republicans in Con-
gress have done an about-face on our strategy
of fiscal discipline. Having already passed more
than half a trillion dollars in reckless tax cuts,
this week they passed a fiscally irresponsible
plan to repeal the entire estate tax. Its costs
would explode to $750 billion after 10 years.
And every year fully half its benefits would go
to just 3,000 families.

But they haven’t been able to provide an af-
fordable Medicare prescription drug benefit for
tens of millions of Americans. They haven’t been
able to add even a day to the life of Social
Security or Medicare. They haven’t done any-
thing new to improve our schools, increase the

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to Jesse Helms,
chairman, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., ranking mem-
ber, Senate Committee on Foreign Relations; Ted
Stevens, chairman, and Robert C. Byrd, ranking
member, Senate Committee on Appropriations;
Benjamin A. Gilman, chairman, and Sam Gejden-
son, ranking member, House Committee on
International Relations; and C.W. Bill Young,
chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking member,
House Committee on Appropriations.

minimum wage, expand health insurance cov-
erage for children or parents whose children
have coverage, or even to pass a meaningful
Patients” Bill of Rights. And now they seem
ready to give up on our bipartisan plan to use
Social Security and Medicare surpluses for debt
reduction. All these actions are serving special
interests, not our national interest.

As we look to the future, if we want to keep
this economic expansion going, we have got to
keep fiscal discipline at the forefront. That's why
I want to stay on track to pay off our national
debt by 2012. That’s why we should dedicate
Social Security surpluses to paying down the
debt and use savings from debt reduction to
extend the life of Social Security to 2057. Also,
I support Vice President Gore’s proposal to take
Medicare funds out of the budget as well, and
to use savings from debt reduction to help ex-
tend the life of the Medicare Trust Fund out
beyond 2030.

Now, their plan would take all of our pro-
jected surplus and spend it all for tax cuts and
for the cost of privatizing partially the Social
Security system and other spending. Let me ask
you something. If someone asked you to sign
a contract committing you to spend every penny
of your projected earnings for the next 10 years,
would you do it? Unfortunately, that’s what the
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