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improvements until ongoing investigations re-
garding the Army Corps of Engineers are made
available and considered. We take this language
to refer to the Army Inspector General’s inves-
tigation of matters related to the Upper Mis-
sissippi study, which is the only investigation
the Army has underway regarding the Corps
of Engineers. I am directing the Secretary of
the Army to review potential implications of the
Inspector General’s investigation for the pro-
posed reforms, to take them into account if rel-
evant, and to consult with the Congress about
these investigations as he proceeds with his
management improvements.

The Act funds the vast majority of my request
for military construction projects, the military
housing program, and other quality-of-life
projects for our military personnel and their
families. The requested projects are critical to
supporting military readiness and the quality of
life of our soldiers and their families. However,
I have several concerns with the bill:

• Continuing a trend of the past few years,
the Congress has not provided the re-
quested level of construction funding for
the Chemical Weapons Demilitarization
program, an important national program.
This year’s reduction of my funding request
by $20 million threatens the ability of the
United States to meet the 2007 Chemical
Weapons Convention deadline for the de-
struction of the U.S. stockpile of chemical
weapons. The sooner these weapons are
destroyed, the safer we will all be.

• The Congress has chosen to add funds for
projects that DoD has not identified as
priorities. In particular, the bill includes
$475 million for 83 projects that are not
in DoD’s Future Years Defense Program.

• The Congress has again included a provi-
sion (section 124) that would prevent the
use of funds provided by this Act for Part-
nership for Peace Programs in the New
Independent States of the former Soviet
Union. Although this provision would have
no practical effect in the short term, I be-
lieve it could adversely affect U.S. foreign
policy initiatives, as well as future NATO-
led operations, if it were to become a per-
manent fixture in future Military Construc-
tion Appropriations Acts.

Today, I am designating as emergency re-
quirements the funds—with two exceptions—in
the Act that the Congress has so designated.
The exceptions are for the Department of
Health and Human Services Low-Income Home
Energy Assistance Program and the Department
of the Interior Wildland Fire Management pro-
gram. The emergency designations are necessary
so that urgently needed funds are available for
critical needs.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
July 13, 2000.

NOTE: H.R. 4425, approved July 13, was assigned
Public Law No. 106–246.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Cyprus-United States Mutual
Legal Assistance Treaty
July 13, 2000

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Treaty Between the Government
of the United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the Republic of Cyprus on Mutual
Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters, signed at
Nicosia on December 20, 1999. I transmit also,
for the information of the Senate, the report
of the Department of State with respect to the
Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of modern mu-
tual legal assistance treaties being negotiated by
the United States in order to counter criminal
activities more effectively. Together with the Ex-
tradition Treaty Between the Government of the
United States of America and the Government
of the Republic of Cyprus, which entered into
force September 14, 1999, this Treaty will, upon
entry into force, provide an effective tool to
assist in the prosecution of a wide variety of
offenses, including organized crime, terrorism,
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drug-trafficking offenses, and other violent
crimes as well as money laundering and other
white collar crimes of particular interest to the
U.S. law enforcement community. The Treaty
is self-executing.

The Treaty provides for a broad range of co-
operation in criminal matters. Mutual assistance
available under the Treaty includes taking the
testimony or statements of persons; providing
documents, records, and other items; locating
or identifying persons or items; serving docu-
ments; transferring persons in custody for testi-
mony or other purposes; executing searches and

seizures; assisting in proceedings related to im-
mobilization and forfeiture of assets, restitution,
and collection of fines; and any other form of
assistance not prohibited by the laws of the Re-
quested State.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Treaty and give
its advice and consent to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
July 13, 2000.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the South Africa-United States Mutual
Legal Assistance Treaty
July 13, 2000

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Treaty Between the Government
of the United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the Republic of South Africa on Mutual
Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters, signed at
Washington on September 16, 1999. I transmit
also, for the information of the Senate, the re-
port of the Department of State with respect
to the Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of modern mu-
tual legal assistance treaties being negotiated by
the United States in order to counter criminal
activities more effectively. Together with the Ex-
tradition Treaty Between the Government of the
United States of America and the Government
of the Republic of South Africa, also signed
September 16, 1999, this Treaty will, upon entry
into force, provide an effective tool to assist
in the prosecution of a wide variety of offenses,
including terrorism, organized crime, drug-traf-
ficking offenses, and other violent crimes as well
as money laundering, and other white collar

crimes of particular interest to the U.S. law en-
forcement community. The Treaty is self-exe-
cuting.

The Treaty provides for a broad range of co-
operation in criminal matters. Mutual assistance
available under the Treaty includes taking the
testimony or statements of persons; providing
documents, records and articles of evidence; lo-
cating or identifying persons; serving documents;
transferring persons in custody for testimony or
other purposes; executing requests for searches
and seizures; assisting in proceedings related to
restraint or immobilization and confiscation or
forfeiture of assets or property, compensation
or restitution, and recovery or collection of fines;
and any other form of assistance not prohibited
by the laws of the Requested State.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Treaty and give
its advice and consent to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
July 13, 2000.
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