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Hesburgh’s improvements at Notre Dame con-
stituted, and I quote, ‘‘one of the most spectac-
ular developments in higher education in the
last 25 years.’’

But the thing that was most important is that
he saw himself as a child and servant of God.
The thing that I have always been most im-
pressed by is that even as President of Notre
Dame, he never stopped being a priest. The
light from his third-floor office under the Gold-
en Dome was often glowing late at night. Stu-
dents seeking counseling or conversation could
climb the fire escape, tap on the window, and
get a post-midnight visit. He called it his open
window policy. I’m thinking of adopting it now.

Once at Notre Dame, a young Jewish student
from Boston left campus 2 weeks into the se-
mester because two freshmen hurt him deeply
with their anti-Semitic slurs. The freshmen were
sent to Father Hesburgh. Here is what he did:
‘‘Pack your bags,’’ he said, ‘‘and go to Boston.

You either convince that young man to come
back to Notre Dame, or you don’t come back
to Notre Dame.’’ They all came back, and they
all graduated. Now, that is leadership.

I say again, Father, we value everything you
have done and all your public service. We know
it is built on the bedrock of faith. For, faith,
in your words, enables us to rise above ourselves
with the help of God.

For all of us who have been privileged to
know you in any way, in any of your many
capacities, the thing that we know is that your
greatness, which led to all this achievement, was
rooted in your peculiar understanding of our
common humanity and our common tie as chil-
dren of God. You have done your church, your
country, your family, and your friends very
proud, and we thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:40 p.m. in the
Rotunda at the Capitol.

Remarks on the Trade Agreement With Vietnam and an Exchange With
Reporters
July 13, 2000

The President. Good afternoon, ladies and
gentlemen. Just a few moments ago, Ambassador
Barshefsky and Minister Vu Khoan signed an
agreement between the United States and Viet-
nam that will dramatically open Vietnam’s econ-
omy, further integrate it into the international
community, and increase trade between our two
nations. And so from the bitter past, we plant
the seeds of a better future.

This is another historic step in the process
of normalization, reconciliation, and healing be-
tween our two nations. Improvements in the
relationship between the United States and Viet-
nam have depended from the beginning upon
progress in determining the fate of Americans
who did not return from the war.

In 1994, with the support of the Members
of Congress standing with me here, and others,
I lifted the trade embargo on Vietnam in re-
sponse to its cooperation on the POW/MIA
issue. A year later I normalized diplomatic rela-
tions between our two nations to further this
goal. As further progress was made in 1996,
I appointed former Congressman Pete Peterson,

himself a former prisoner of war, to be our
United States Ambassador in Vietnam.

With the indispensable help of key congres-
sional allies, especially Senator John Kerry and
Senator John McCain, Senator Bob Kerrey and
Senator Chuck Hagel and Senator Chuck Robb,
Representative Rick Boucher, Representative
Reyes, who is here, Representative Manzullo,
Representatives Lane Evans, Kolbe, Bereuter,
and McDermott, this process has worked.

Since 1993, we have undertaken 39 joint re-
covery operations with Vietnam, and the number
of 40 is underway as we speak. One hundred
and thirty-five American families have received
the remains of their loved ones, and we’re in
the process of identifying another 150 possible
sets of remains. Time and again, the Vietnamese
people have shared their memories with Ameri-
cans. And we, too, have sought to help Vietnam
in its own search for answers.

Our Nation has also felt a special sense of
responsibility to those people in Vietnam whose
families were torn apart during and after the
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war. In the last few years, we’ve made tremen-
dous progress in resettling tens of thousands
of Vietnamese refugees in the United States,
closing yet another painful chapter.

And Vietnam has done much to turn its face
toward a changing world. It has worked to open
its economy and move into the mainstream of
Southeast Asia as a member of the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations and APEC. Our
trading relations have also grown. When I took
office, our exports to Vietnam totaled just $4
million. Today, they stand at $291 million.

The agreement we signed today will dramati-
cally open Vietnam’s markets on everything from
agriculture to industrial goods to telecommuni-
cations products, while creating jobs both in
Vietnam and in the United States.

With this agreement, Vietnam has agreed to
speed its opening to the world, to subject impor-
tant decisions to the rule of law and the inter-
national trading system, to increase the flow of
information to its people; by inviting competition
in, to accelerate the rise of a free market econ-
omy and the private sector within Vietnam itself.
We hope expanded trade will go hand in hand
with strength and respect for human rights and
labor standards. For, we live in an age where
wealth is generated by the free exchange of
ideas, and stability depends on democratic
choices. By signing this agreement, Vietnam
takes an important step in the right direction.

We’ve been working on this agreement since
1996, and there are many people who deserve
recognition. I want to say a special thanks to
our Trade Representative, Ambassador
Barshefsky; our Deputy USTR, Richard Fisher;
Joe Damond, of USTR, for working so hard
in the last 4 years to turn this agreement into
reality.

I would also like to thank their Vietnamese
counterparts, Trade Minister Vu Khoan, Chief
Negotiator Nguyen Dinh Luong. And I want
to say a special word of thanks also to Viet-
namese Ambassador Le Van Bang and to our
Ambassador, Pete Peterson, who have worked
so hard to build ties among our nations and
our people.

And let me say again, it is my opinion that
none of this would have been possible had it
not been for the visionary and brave and recon-
ciling leadership of the Americans in the United
States Congress who served, many of whom suf-
fered, in Vietnam; especially those who are here
with me and the others whose names I men-

tioned earlier. Our debt to them as a nation
is immense.

This agreement is one more reminder that
former adversaries can come together to find
common ground in a way that benefits all their
people, to let go of the past and embrace the
future, to forgive and to reconcile. As all of
you know, that is what we are now trying to
achieve at Camp David, in what many believe
is the most difficult of all historical cir-
cumstances.

This day is encouraging to me, and I will
take the energy I feel here from all these people
back to Camp David and make the argument
that they should follow suit.

Thank you very much.

Possible Visit to Vietnam
Q. Mr. President, you’ve talked about going

to Vietnam. Are you planning to go to Vietnam
after the APEC ministerial in November?

The President. I haven’t made a decision yet.

Philadelphia Police Incident
Q. Mr. President, have you seen the videotape

of the beating that a suspect apparently took
at the hands of the Philadelphia police yester-
day, and are you concerned about it? Have you
asked any of the authorities to look into it?

The President. No, I haven’t seen it, because
I’ve been pretty isolated in the peace talks, but
I’ve been briefed about it. The Justice Depart-
ment is looking into it. And when I was in
Baltimore on the way down here today, I spoke
briefly with Mayor Street. And he assured me
that he was going to go home and handle it
in the appropriate way, and I trust him. He’s
a strong man and a good man, and I think
he will do what is right.

Middle East Peace Summit
Q. Sir, is any substantial progress being made

at Camp David? And there seems to be some
confusion about whether you will allow the Pal-
estinian opposition figures to come in to see
Chairman Arafat.

The President. I think I should say nothing
about what’s going on at Camp David. The less
I say, the greater our chances of success.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:10 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House prior to depar-
ture for Camp David, MD. In his remarks, he
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referred to Mayor John F. Street of Philadelphia,
PA. A reporter referred to Chairman Yasser Arafat
of the Palestinian Authority.

Statement on the White House Commission on Complementary and
Alternative Medicine Policy
July 13, 2000

Today I am pleased to announce the appoint-
ment of the Chair and the first 10 members
of the White House Commission on Alternative
Medicine. This Commission, created by an Ex-
ecutive order on March 8, 2000, is charged with
developing a set of legislative and administrative
recommendations to maximize the benefits of
complementary and alternative medicine for the
general public.

Each year tens of millions of Americans re-
ceive alternative therapies. The great potential
and possible perils associated with the use of
complementary and alternative medicine have
been well documented. There is no doubt that
these therapies should be held to the same
standard of scientific rigor as more traditional
health care interventions.

If we are going to hold complementary and
alternative therapies to an appropriate standard
of accountability, we need to invest in research
so health care professionals and consumers can
make informed judgments about the appropriate
use of these services. In that vein, we have
worked with Senator Harkin and a bipartisan
coalition of Members of Congress to establish
the NIH Center for Complementary and Alter-

native Medicine to invest resources in scientific
analysis to make such information available.

But we need to do more. We need to be
able to use information about alternative thera-
pies to set the national agenda for the education
and training of health care practitioners in this
field and provide recommendations for advisable
coverage policies for alternative therapies.

I particularly want to applaud the leadership
of Senator Tom Harkin, Senator Barbara Mikul-
ski, Senator Arlen Specter, Senator Harry Reid,
and Congressman Peter DeFazio in advocating
for and finding funding for this Commission.
There is no question in my mind that we would
not be making this announcement without their
tireless efforts. I also want to thank Secretary
Shalala for her commitment to explore all ave-
nues of scientific discovery to help ensure that
Americans have access to the most accountable
and responsive health care system possible.

As we enter into the 21st century, we need
to get better information to ensure American
families have access to the best and most cost-
effective health care. I know I join the Congress,
the policymakers, and the American public in
saying how much we look forward to the results
of the Commission’s work.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Debt-Relief Legislation
July 13, 2000

While the bill passed today underfunds vital
international priorities and should not become
law, the Waters amendment passed by the
House of Representatives increasing funding to
the Heavily Indebted Poorest Countries (HIPC)
initiative is an enormously encouraging step. Re-
lieving the world’s poorest nations of crushing
debt obligations will help free up crucial funds

for education, health care, and basic human
needs. Unsustainable debt continues to help
keep too many poor countries and poor people
in poverty. I urge Congress to pass the full
amount that I have requested for debt relief
this year. As it stands, this bill still falls far
short of what is necessary to fully implement
this initiative.
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