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about. That's what the appointments to the Su-
preme Court are about. Twenty cases decided
this term by one vote—20 by one vote—20.
And the next President gets between two and
four judges. So whichever one of them gets
elected, it’s going to change the balance of the
Supreme Court. For you to pretend otherwise
is to be living in a dream world.

And 1 think we ought to have a President
and I think we ought to have a Senator from
New Jersey and New York and a Senate and
a House that think we all ought to go along
for the ride. When you really strip it all away,
that’s basically why most of us are Democrats.
We know we're lucky.

Shoot, man, people ask me, in the toughest
days of my Presidency, weren't there days that
I regretted it? I said, regretted it? Are you kid-
ding me? Another turn in the road and I could
be home doing $200 divorces and deeds and
stuff. [Laughter] This is the cost of doing busi-
ness. The Republicans have decided to impose
a certain cost of doing business if you want
to be a Democrat and be President. I wouldn’t
take the world for it. I've had a wonderful time.

But I'll tell you what, on the good days and
the bad days, I wanted everybody along for the
ride. And that’s another thing about this pros-
perity, we need to take everybody along. That’s
what Jon will do, and that's what Al Gore will
do.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:47 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to Jon
Corzine, candidate for U.S. Senate in New Jersey,
and his wife, Joanne; luncheon hosts Hilary Bollon
and Orin Kramer; Hudson County Executive Rob-
ert C. Janiszewski; State Senators Raymond J.
Lesniak and Byron M. Baer; State Assemblyman
Charles (Ken) Zisa; State Assemblywoman Loretta
Weinberg and Mayor Sharpe James of Newark,
NJ, Corzine campaign cochairs; Rev. Calvin
McKinney, president, General Baptist Convention
of New Jersey; Mayor Paul Fader of Englewood;
Senator Robert G. Torricelli, chair, Democratic
Senatorial Campaign Committee; luncheon co-
chair Deborah Lynch; and Republican Presi-
dential candidate Gov. George W. Bush of Texas.
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I am deeply disappointed that today the Sen-
ate passed a Departments of Labor, Health and
Human Services, Education, and Related Agen-
cies appropriations bill that fails to make crucial
investments in our Nation’s future. While the
Senate bill provides more acceptable funding for
some programs than the House version, it relies
on unacceptable spending cuts and falls short
on critical funding for education, health care,
and worker training. The Senate bill invests too
little in improving our schools and demands too
little from them; fails to provide funds to reduce
class size and repair aging schools; includes a
fatally flawed so-called patient protection provi-
sion that excludes over 110 million Americans
from protections and actually eliminates some
of the limited accountability provisions now in
State law; bankrupts the Social Services Block
Grant, drastically reducing services to abused
children, the elderly, and the disabled; and shifts
funds from the State Children’s Health Insur-
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ance Program, undermining the bipartisan
agreement passed by Congress in 1997 to insure
millions of low-income children.

This bill also shortchanges vital health care
programs, including domestic and global HIV/
AIDS prevention and treatment, mental health
and substance abuse services, family planning,
health care access for the uninsured, training
for health professionals in children’s hospitals,
nursing home quality, and oversight of Medicare
contractors. The bill fails to guarantee funding
for critical education priorities such as reducing
class size and making urgent repairs to our
schools, including Native American schools. It
underfunds programs that would strengthen ac-
countability and turn around failing schools, ex-
pand before-school and after-school opportuni-
ties, assist low-income students in preparing for
college, help bridge the digital divide, improve
teacher quality, and expand English language/
civics education programs for adults. The bill
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also denies adequate resources for training pro-
grams to help unemployed workers and low-
income youth train for and find jobs, assistance
to help more low-income fathers work and sup-
port their children, efforts to ensure workplace
safety and enforce domestic labor laws, and ini-
tiatives to address illegal and abusive child labor
practices abroad.

Finally, I am deeply disappointed that the
Senate chose to follow the House’s imprudent
action to block the Department of Labor’s
standard to protect our Nation’s workers from
ergonomic injuries. After more than a decade
of experience and scientific study and millions

of unnecessary injuries, it is clearly time to final-
ize this standard.

For these reasons, as well as for others, this
bill is unacceptable. I will veto this bill and
any other bill that fails to provide necessary
resources for education, health care, worker
training, and other vital initiatives. We need to
work on a bipartisan basis to develop a bill that
strengthens our schools, adequately funds public
health priorities, addresses the needs of our Na-
tions” workers, and provides for other important
national priorities while honoring our commit-
ment to fiscal discipline.
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Today I am very pleased to announce the
nomination of Roger Gregory to serve on the
United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth
Circuit. Roger Gregory is a highly qualified can-
didate who will, if confirmed, serve the fourth
circuit and our Nation with distinction.

His life story is also a testament to the power
and promise of the American dream. Roger
Gregory is from Richmond, Virginia, and is the
first in his family to finish high school. He went
on to college and law school, returning as a
young adjunct professor to a school where his
mother had worked as a maid. Today Roger
Gregory is a highly respected Richmond liti-
gator. He has tried hundreds of cases in the
Virginia courts.

I am honored to nominate Roger Gregory
because he is highly qualified and a strong can-
didate. But I am also proud to nominate a man
who, if confirmed, will be the first African-
American ever to serve on the fourth circuit.
The fourth circuit has the largest African-Amer-
ican population of any circuit in this country,
yet it has never had an African-American appel-
late judge. It is long past time to right that
wrong. Justice may be blind, but we all know
that diversity in the courts, as in all aspects
of society, sharpens our vision and makes us
a stronger nation. Roger Gregory’s confirmation
would be an historic step for the people of

Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, Vir-
ginia, West Virginia, and for American justice.

The fourth circuit needs Roger Gregory. Its
caseload has increased by over 15 percent in
just 5 years yet more than a quarter of its bench
stands empty. The seat for which I have nomi-
nated Roger Gregory has been declared a judi-
cial emergency by the Administrative Office of
the United States Courts. It has been vacant
almost a decade, longer than any seat in the
Nation. That is an embarrassment for any Amer-
ican who cares about our justice system. We
cannot be tough on crime if our courts cannot
conduct judicial reviews promptly and effi-
ciently. And we cannot be tough on crime if
the message we send Americans is that we do
not care about our courts.

By all rights, Roger Gregory should be given
a Senate vote in the next few months. But the
Senate’s failure to fulfill its obligations with re-
spect to my nominees gives me cause for pro-
found concern. Thirty-nine of my judicial nomi-
nees are pending before the Senate. These
nominees have been kept waiting, on average,
273 days. And the fourth circuit has fared par-
ticularly poorly—my other fourth circuit nomi-
nee, Judge James Wynn, an African-American
judge on the North Carolina Court of Appeals,
has already been kept waiting for 330 days. I
urge the Senate to give Roger Gregory and
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