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something Americans have always known: If we
stay focused on the future and if we stay true
to our values, there is no stopping the power
and potential of the spirit of our people.

Now, 35 years from now, you Presidential
scholars will be about my age. In this audience,
we have students who may one day help us
find a cure for AIDS, who may design cars
that get hundreds of miles to the gallon, who
help us unlock the mysteries of our deepest
ocean depths and the dark reaches of outer
space.

I think it very likely that your children will
be born with a life expectancy of somewhere
around 100 years. And I think it possible that
you will be able to unite with others across
the world, across all the lines—the racial, the
ethnic, the religious lines—that divide us, not
only because of the way technology and the
Internet are bringing us together but because
of one of the great lessons we have actually
learned from the study of the human genome.
Scientists have found already, in mapping the
genes of people, that in genetic terms, all
human beings, regardless of race, are more than
99.9 percent the same. Even more surprising,
the genetic differences within people of the
same race are greater than the differences of
the genetic profile from group to group of peo-
ple of different races.

Therefore, what we have learned, perhaps
most important, from this stunning breakthrough
of modern science, is something that ancient

faiths have already taught us: The most impor-
tant fact of life on this Earth is our common
humanity. I hope that understanding continues
to guide all of you as you go out into the best
days our country and, I hope, our world have
ever known. I am very proud of you for your
achievements. I congratulate you and your fami-
lies. I wish you well.

I only hope that you will always remember
this day and the fact that you came to the Na-
tion’s Capital and to the people’s house at a
time of great progress and prosperity. But that
progress and prosperity imposes upon you, be-
cause of your gifts, a special responsibility to
make the most of it.

Congratulations.
Now we’re going to bring the Presidential

scholars up.
Thank you.

[At this point, the Presidential scholars were in-
troduced.]

The President. Ladies and gentlemen, this
concludes our program, but if they don’t make
you feel better about the future of America,
nothing will. Let’s give them another hand. [Ap-
plause]

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3 p.m. in a pavilion
on the South Lawn at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Thomas E. Britton, Chair-
man, Commission on Presidential Scholars.

Statement on the Supreme Court Decision on Partial Birth Abortion
June 28, 2000

I am pleased with the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion today in Stenberg v. Carhart striking down
a Nebraska statute that banned so-called partial
birth abortions. The Court’s decision is con-
sistent with my past vetoes of similar legislation.
I will continue to veto any legislation restricting
late-term abortions that lacks a health exception
or otherwise unduly burdens a woman’s right

to choose. A woman’s right to choose must in-
clude the right to choose a medical procedure
that will not endanger her life or health. Today’s
decision recognizes this principle and marks an
important victory for a woman’s freedom of
choice.
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Statement on the Supreme Court Decision on Restriction of Protests
Outside Health Care Facilities
June 28, 2000

I am pleased that the Supreme Court today,
in Hill v. Colorado, upheld a Colorado statute
balancing a person’s right to protest certain
medical procedures against another person’s
right to obtain medical treatment free from har-
assment, fear, and intimidation. The Colorado
law was enacted in response to a real need
to ensure safe access to medical treatment in
light of increasing obstruction, harassment, and
violence in front of health care facilities. To

preserve a woman’s right to choose, we must
protect access to reproductive health services.
That is why I championed the Freedom of Ac-
cess to Clinic Entrances Act (FACE), a Federal
statute that protects women and doctors from
violence at reproductive health clinics.

NOTE: The statement referred to Public Law No.
103–259, approved May 26, 1994.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Private Insurance
Prescription Coverage Legislation
June 28, 2000

Tonight, in a partisan vote, the Republican
leadership succeeded in passing a flawed, un-
workable private insurance prescription benefit
that provides more political cover than insurance
coverage for our Nation’s seniors. If this un-
workable private prescription drug benefit passes
the Congress, I will veto it. The legislation was
designed to benefit the companies who make

prescription drugs, not the older Americans and
people with disabilities who need to take them.
It puts special interests above the public inter-
ests. I urge the Congress to work across party
lines and develop a bipartisan bill that ensures
an affordable, available, and meaningful Medi-
care prescription drug benefit option for all sen-
iors.

Remarks at a Reception for Senatorial Candidate Brian Schweitzer
June 28, 2000

Thank you. I’ll tell you what, I’m glad he
clarified that. [Laughter] He got into that next
husband deal—I thought there were going to
be three surprised people here—[laughter]—me,
Hillary, and what’s-her-name. [Laughter]

Anyway, let me say, first of all, I want to
thank all of you for coming, and thank Beth
again for her incredible generosity. She and Ron
have been so wonderful to open their homes
to people who share our causes. Unlike maybe
most of the people in this room, I’ve actually
been to Montana several times. In 1985 we had
one of our best family vacations ever, there.
And I think it may be the most beautiful place
on the Earth. It is certainly one of the most

magnificent. And it deserves to have a magnifi-
cent, big, strong Senator, and we’re about to
get one here.

I loved the place. I felt immediately at home.
It’s so much like the place I grew up and the
people I grew up with. But I have to tell you,
this thing that Brian did with the prescription
drugs and taking the people to Canada and then
to Mexico, it really painted a picture of what
we’re up against.

And what I’d like to say is something you
all know, but this is a very important election.
And maybe I can say it with greater authority
since I’m not on the ballot. There are profound
differences between the two parties, starting
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