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we need Tom Udall; we need to have a Senate
that has a lot more people who think like us;
and we need to win this Presidential race. And
we will do it. The good news is the American
people get it in general. They want this election
to be about the issues. They have a sense that
this is an extraordinary opportunity. And that’s
the last thing I'll say.

Al Gore sometimes says, “You ain’t seen noth-
ing yet.” And I guess, when somebody running
says that, it sounds like a campaign statement.
I'm not running for anything, and I believe it.
I have done my best for 8 years to turn this
country around. I've done my best to turn the
country around, pull the country together, and
move the country forward. But it takes time
to turn a country around, to get all the indica-
tors going in the right direction.

Maybe once in 50 years does a great democ-
racy find itself with prosperity, social progress,
national self-confidence, the absence of domestic
crisis or external threat. This just doesn’t happen
where all this stuff happens at once. We've got
a chance for you young people to actually build
the future of your dreams. But we have to de-
cide. We have to choose. We cannot pretend
that this is not important.

And I'm glad you came here. And I guess
in any election year, Mark and Tom and their
families could pull out this kind of crowd at
10 o’clock on a Friday night. [Laughter] But
this election year, you mark my words, this is
a big deal.

I was 18 once, the last time we had low
unemployment, high growth, low inflation. We
had a civil rights challenge, but we thought
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Good morning. Every year more than 56,000
Americans die from colorectal cancer, and an-
other 130,000 are diagnosed with the disease.
These are people we know and love, our fami-
lies, friends, and neighbors. Today I want to
talk about our common fight against this quiet
killer and what we can do as a Nation to save
more lives.

Many people are uncomfortable talking about
cancer, especially colorectal cancer. And while

there would never be riots in the streets, and
it would all be resolved in Congress and the
courts. And we sort of kind of drifted off and
got our attention divided and found ourselves
kind of embroiled in Vietnam. And then before
you know it, it had divided the country. We
had riots in the streets. Dr. King was killed.
Senator Kennedy was killed. President Johnson,
who had done so much for civil rights and to
alleviate poverty and so much to help education,
had a country so divided, he said he wouldn’t
and probably couldn’t run for reelection. And
before you knew it, the last time we had an
economy like this and a sense of possibility,
it was gone like that.

Now we have to concentrate, and we have
to argue. We don’t have to be mean. We don’t
have to be negative. All we've got to do is be
clear, honest, and energetic. The best is still
out there. You need to go get it.

Thank you.

NotE: The President spoke at 9:58 p.m. at the
Washington Court Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Jill Cooper Udall, wife of Representative
Tom Udall; former President Slobodan Milosevic
and President Vojislav Kostunica of the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro),
who was sworn in on October 7; and Republican
Presidential candidate Gov. George W. Bush of
Texas. Representative Tom Udall was a candidate
for reelection in New Mexico’s Third Congres-
sional District. Representative Mark Udall was a
candidate for reelection in Colorado’s Second
Congressional District.

all of us may be able to appreciate this reluc-
tance, our silence protects no one, least of all
those we love most. That'’s why so many Ameri-
cans, tens of thousands of them, led by Katie
Couric, have come to Washington this weekend
to speak out and rally against colorectal cancer.

For 8 years now, the Vice President and I
have made the fight against cancer one of our
top priorities, nearly doubling funding for cancer
research and treatment. We've also accelerated

2071



Oct. 7 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

the approval of cancer drugs while maintaining
the highest standards of safety. We've strength-
ened Medicare to make prevention, screening,
and clinical trials more available and more af-
fordable. During Breast Cancer Awareness
Month, the Senate voted to fund our proposal
to provide health coverage to uninsured women
with breast and cervical cancer.

These efforts are paying off. Earlier this year
we learned for the first time that cancer deaths
in the United States are no longer rising. We
need to build on that progress by encouraging
more early detection and treatment. Colorectal
cancer is the second-leading cancer killer in
America. The good news is that caught soon
enough, more than 90 percent of the cases can
be cured. That's why in 1998 Hillary helped
to launch the first national campaign against
colorectal cancer, much as we’ve been working
for years to defeat breast cancer.

Our family, like so many American families,
knows all too well the terrible toll cancer can
take, and we want to do everything we can
to help others avoid that loss. Today I'm an-
nouncing several new actions in the war against
cancer. First, the National Cancer Institute will
invest $30 million over the next 5 years to help
doctors expand and improve screening proce-
dures for colorectal cancer. We need to address
the chronic underuse of these lifesaving tools,
and this new investment will encourage physi-
cians to make regular use of the most effective
procedures.

Second, were launching a new initiative to
educate Medicare beneficiaries about the impor-
tance of regular checkups and cancer screenings.
Beginning next year, every senior and every
American with a disability using Medicare will
get a screening reminder, starting with one on
colorectal cancer, every time they go to their
doctor or use Medicare’s toll-free hotline.

Third, I'm urging Congress to pass bipartisan
legislation that expands Medicare to include
more sophisticated colorectal cancer screening

tests for people over the age of 50. Congress
should not adjourn before sending me this legis-
lation. They should also pass my proposal to
eliminate all cost-sharing requirements for
colorectal screening and other preventive proce-
dures under Medicare. If we take these steps,
we’'ll remove major barriers to older Americans
getting the preventive care they need.

And finally, once again I ask Congress to pass
a strong, enforceable Patients’ Bill of Rights,
one that ensures that cancer patients, along with
all patients, have access to the specialty care
they need. It’s time to put progress before par-
tisanship and get people the medical care they
need and deserve.

While the war against cancer is not yet won,
we all have reason for new hope. Even as I
speak, scientists are fast unlocking the secrets
of the human genome, and revolutionary treat-
ments are sure to follow. As they do, Americans
should know that we’ll do everything necessary
to safeguard their privacy and to outlaw genetic
discrimination in both employment and health
insurance.

In the meantime, we must all stand watch
against cancer, even if that means confronting
at times our worst fears. None of us will ever
die of embarrassment, so go to the doctor and
get that screening done. Remember, with early
detection, quality care, love from our families,
and the grace of God, we can all lead longer,
healthier, and better lives.

Thank you.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 2:13 p.m. on
October 6 in the East Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on October 7. In his
remarks, the President referred to Katie Couric,
cohost of NBC’s “Today Show” and cofounder of
WebMD Rock 'n Race to Fight Colon Cancer.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on October 6 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast.

Telephone Remarks to a Rally for Representative Julia Carson
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Let me say, first of all, I'm just sick I can’t
be there. But I think you know that for the
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last 2 days I've been up day and night, literally.
I was up all night last night because of the
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